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To the moſt Rev Father in G O D, | 


By divine Providence, | 
5 1 


Lord ARK cH-BISH O | 


OF 
CANTERBURY, || 


Primate of all ENGLAND, @c. 


May it pleaſe your GRA CR. : 
87 bemg very obvious and de- 
ry grievous to obſerve, how: 
unbappily the genuine Vi- 
gor of our Holy Religion hath de- 
cay'd by the intemperate Affections 
and Paſſions of thoſe that have pro- 
feſſed it; no Remedy ſeem'd more 
likely to cure both theſe Diſtempers, 
and to retrieve the primitive Con- {1 
ſtitution aud Power of the Chriſtian ||| 
Religion, which has lain too long in 
2 a 


DE DICAT ION. 
a langurſhing ſtate, than that which 
rs bere humbly endeavour d: Which 
zs, to bring all Perſons to conſider 
what Sentiments they will er long 
be of, in their dying Hours ; in 
which every one that dies in his Seu- 
fes lamemts all the jou Extrava- 
gancies of his paſt Life, and wiſhes 
in the Buternefs of his Soul, that he 
had more heartily and more ſteadily 
regarded the fandamental and pra- 
ctical Paris of Religion; of which 
the following Treatiſe groves many 
moving Inſtances. And preſuming, 


My Lob, that an Endeavour of 


thrs Nature would not be unaccepta- 
ble to your Grace, I humbly crave 
leave to preſent it to your Hands, m 
Teſtimony of the Duty and Reſpects 
of Your Graces 


Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Joſiab Woodward. 
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PREFACE 


5 HA there will be to all Men 
la a Future State of Reconffence, 
2 2 according to their manner of Life 

gon Earth, is as true as that God 

— 7x Juſt, that is, as ſure as there is 
a God: For we do not ſee ſuch Juſtice done 
upon all Men in this World, as demonſtrates 
the Righteouſneſs of the Governour of it; 
yea, The Caſe of all that Glorious Army of 
Martyrs who have offered up their Lives in 
Obedience to God, which is the higheſt ex- 
preſſion of their Duty that Men can pive, 
admits no Recompence in this Life; and 
that one Inſtance of barbarous Herod ſtriking 
eff the Head of that incomparable Man 

Jer. 12. 1, 2. Pal. 73. 3, &c. 
{ A 3 John 
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John the Baptiſt to gratify a wanton Girl, 
and to pay her for a Dance; were enough to 
overturn not only the Morals, but the Reaſon 
of Men; were there not a appointed, and 
a proper Judge named, when, and by whom, 
God will Judge the World in Righteouſneſs ; 
when every one's Cauſe ſhall be called over 
again, and ſhall be fully heard and perfectly 
adjuſted. | 

And how can it be thought unreaſonable, 
that theſe future Rewards and Puniſhments 
ſhould be everlaſting ? Since in theſe, God 
will few his Glorious Attributes of Juſtice 
and Mercy in their Perfection: And ſhould he 
puniſh leſs than Infinitely, how could it be like 
an lafinite Being, or ſuitable to the Nature 
and Deſert of a Courſe of Offences committed 
with Contumat) againſt Infinite Authority and 
Power, and in Contempt of Infinite V ſdom 
and Goodneſs ? Eſpecially conſidering, that 
God will then ſtew bis Wrath, and make his 


Power known upon the Veſſels of Wrath fitted for 


Deſtruction As well as make known the Riches 
of his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he 
afore prepares unto Glory. 

The wiſeſt Governments upon Earth de- 
cree Capital Puniſhments and heavy Attainders 


to ſuch as ſpeak but a few treaſonable Words 


againſt an earthly Prince or Hate: And will it 
not follow with greater force of Reaſon and 


Equity, That he who lives all his life long in 


Matt. 14. 11. Ad. 17. 13. Rom. 9. 22, 13. | 
f Re- 
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Rebellion againſt the Infinite Creator and Sovereign 
of all Things Viſible and Invifible, in Compli- 
ance and Confederacy with his moſt rancorous Ene- 
mies, juſtly deſerves Eternal Puniſhment ? Eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that this Infinitely Great 
and Good God offered up his only Son as a Sa- 
gi ice of Expiation tor theſe ungrateful Rebels; 
and by his Ambaſſadors often iinportuned a 
Peace with theſe haughty Traitors ; to the end 
that they might not only have ſhunned a Ai ſe- 
fable, but have enjoyed a Bleſſed Eternity. 

But to ſhut up all further Diſputes about 
this matter : The Oracles of God, which cannot 
deceive us, have poſitively declared ; That the 
Wicked ſhall go)away into Everlaſting Puniſhment, 
and the Righteous into Life Eternal. 

Seeing then, that theſe Endleſs Retribution; 
are the certain Conſequences of our good or bad 
Lives on Earth; How ſtupid and ſelt-negligenr 
are we, if we do not keep them always in 
mind, and make them our chief Concern, during 
the little time we have to tranſact an Affair of 
luch infinite Importance? | 
The Huly Patriarchs are deſcribed as thoſe 
ho lived like Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, 
aving their Minds and Hearts red on their 
avenly Country: And therefore to their infi- 
ite Honour and Happineſs, God was ut aſba- 
ed to be called their God. And the Primitive 
riſtians having taſted the Firſt Fruits of the 
piris, Jouged and groaned after the Perſection of 

Matt, 25.46, Heck. 11. 16. Rom. B. 23. 4 
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ples nor Pouer to be good. For nothing can 


name of Chriſtians do juſt Honour to their Di-. 
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that glorious State of Redemption and Adoption 
which is laid up for them in Heaven. And a 
late Reverend Divine of our's, when he had oc- 
caſion to ſpeak of Heaven ur Hell in his Preach- 
ing, uſed to ſay, Tonder Glory, and Vonder 
Flames, as 1t were pointing to things in Sight, 
and at a very little diſtance. 

But where theſe Infinite Things are but ſel- 
dom and but ſlightly thought of, and then ra- 
ther as diſputable Notions than as certain over- 
ruling Maxims; theſe Perſons have no Princi- 


duly curb and quaſh the Temptations of things ſÞ | 
ſeen, but ſuch a Faith as is the Evidence of Ge 
greater Things ot ſeen : And where the Ob- ſhy 
jects of the Chriſtian Faith appear as Evident f. 
as thoſe of Carnality and Senſe; How eaſily hy 
will the ſuper-exce//eat Gliry above weigh down 
and over-power the Allurements of the little 
empty things below ? This made the Apoſtles of th 
our Lord deſpiſe both the Offers and Threataings 
of their Enemies: 1/hil/t we look not (ſaith one 
of them ) at the Things which are ſeen, but at the 
Things which are nit ſeen : Fer the Things which 
are ſeen are Temporal, but the Things which are Nai 
not ſeen are Eternal, 

The Chriſtian Religion cannot be ſaid to taks 
due place in Men, nor will ſuch as bear the 


vine Religion, till theſe Powers of the World t 
come have a due Influence upon their Hearts and 


Pr. H. Heb.11, per totum. 2 Cor. 4. 18. 
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on Let. And then indeed Chriſtians will appear 
a Wie themſelves, and. will ſhine as Lights ſer up 
c- In a dark World; and then will the Freigu and 
h- Domeſticł Infidels be covered with ſharne, and 
ler pe likely to flock in unto them, as Doves to their 
ht, Windows. 


It is for this Reaſon that the Prince of Dark- 
eſs plies all his Engines to extinguiſh the 
Sentiments of a Life to come, becauſe theſe ſap 
he very Foundations of his dark Kingdom, and 
ffectually countermine his devices againſt the 
Salvation of Men. 
And fer the ſame Reaſon will all that love 
od ard the Souls of Men do all they can to 
zwaken Men to look beyond the fleeting ſpaces 
ff Days and Hours, to take a view of an un- 
neaſurable Eternity; towards which every mo- 
nent they live puſhes them on. 

It is for this End, that the following Exam- 
les are offered to the Conſideration of vain and 
thinking People, in order to demonſtrate to 


one them, That the Viſeſt and Beſt of Men, of all 
+ the Nunditions, in all Ages, have ſtrictly obſerved the 
bich Rules of Religion and Virtue: And that the 
are Naineſt and Worſt of Men have wiſhed at laſt 


ith ſorrow, that they had done ſo. 

You will here ſee Kings and Emperors caſting 
down their Crowns before the Throne of the 
*Mll-ccverning God; and Philoſophers and States- 
ſex bowing at his Footſtool. 

Yea, you will here ſee both Chriſtians and 
Heathens, Jews and Turks; and in ſhort, * 
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of all Sorts and Sects of Religion, yea, and 
ſuch as in their Phrenſy owned no Religion at 
all, brought at laſt to a moſt ſerious Confeſſion 
of this Great Truth, by the mere 'Force and 
Power of it; namely, That upon Experience they 
have found, that whatſoever vain Thoughts of Re- 
ligion Men may entertain in the keat of their, 
Vouth, and in the fury of their Luſts ; They ſooner or 
later feel the Teſtimony which God has given to it 
in their own Breaſts ; which will one day make then 
ſerious, either by the unconceivable Peace and | 
Joy of a good Conſcience; or the unutterable,.. 
Terrors, Pangs and Agonies of a bad one. 
The Reader is deſired to take notice, that 
many of the following Inſtances, and ſome Ex- 
reſſions, are taken out of a little Tra& which 
ars the Name of Mr. D. Lloyd; but there 
being no Method and many Miſtakes in that 
Treatiſe, it cannot be thought other than a 
rough Draught, publiſhed without the Conſent 
or Over-fight of the Author, or perhaps after 
his Death. 
| I have done what I could to examine the; 
Accounts here given from their Original Au 
thors, but wanting ſeveral ſuch as were fit to 
have been conſulted, I humbly entreat the 
Reader to impart ſuch Corrections and Addition 


as he ſhall perceive neceſſary to make the Ac - 

count more perfect, aſſuring him of a thankful 

Acceptance. 

It is likewiſe proper to premiſe, that no jultY, 

Order, in point of Time or the Quality of Ho | 
ons 
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ns, could be obſerved in the Hiſtorical part 
this Account, for that the /ikeneſs or Anti- 
et, the Cauſes or the Cinſequences of ſome 
aflages, have reaſonably drawn them together ; 
here the Facis were of very diſtant Times, and 
he Perſons of different Quality. | 

The whole Defigu of this Publication is to 
op the Mouths ot ſuch as deny or blaſpheme 
he Great and Righteous GOD, or ſcoff at 
ur moſt excellent Religion, or only take up the 
m without the Power of it. Hoping withal 
that it may properly tend to take off unneceſſary 
Diſputes and Heats about the circumſtances of 
Religion, by drawing the chief "H/armth of 
Mens Hearts to a Zeal for the Subſtance, Life 
ind Practice of it. 

It may alſo be of Uſe to remark, that as 
he farſt Edition of the Book before mentioned 
me out in the Time of the dreadful Peſtilence 
1665. to awaken the Conſciences of all that 
aw the diſmal Deſtruction made thereby, and 
y the Conſuming Fire and Sword that followed 
It, to the Fear of God: And as it was pub- 
iſhed a ſecond time in the Year 1682, when a 
00 general Unconcern for the Truth and Practice 
of the Reformed Religion, was like to have 
Introduced the intolerable Calamity of Popery 
among us, Which 1s to be dreaded, not only as 
ke worſt of Religions, but as the ſoreſt of 
Magues : So is the following Treatiſe now ſent 
abroad in a Time when a great part of Chriſten- 
am is made a horrible Scene ot Blood and De- 
= ſolation ; 
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ſolation; and may ſerve to give particular Minn. 
ing to the People of this Nation to ceaſe their 
Impieties and compoſe their Diviſions, leſt the 
Dreggs of the Bloody-Cup be brought at laſt to 
their Lips. 


O! may all that offend a Juſt and Huly God, 
Repent and Reform without delay, and b&om: 
duely and timely (ſerious in matters of Infinite 
Importance: Taking warning by the Admani- 
tions and Examples of ſuch as have gone before 
them into an Eternal State, leſt they themſelyc 
be made awakening Examples to others. 
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CHAP. I. 


The force of dying mens words: a Co- 

yy of a letter written by the late 
Earl of Marlborough a /ittlz before 
his death; with remarks upon it. 


H E royal preacher obſerves, 
that the words of the 2viſe are 
as goads and nails faſtened by 
the maſters. of the . aſſemblies, 
which are given out from one. 
ſhepherd. Which probably 
alludes, ſays one, to the lon 
ſtaves with a ſmall nail at the 
end of them, with which the over/cers of the aſ- 
ſemblies for public 2vorſhip among the Jews uſed | 
e ee © WS Fr * to 
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to prick ſuch as ſlept or were diſorderly : and 
ſhews us, that the words of 2-i/e and ſerious men 
have a moving and piercing power in them, to a- 
waken the negligent and reſtrain the diſſolute. 

And ſurely if ever men are wiſe and ſerious, 
and their words piercing; it is when they ſenſibly 
approach towards the gates of death : when ſtand- 
ing on the brink of the neighbouring eternity; and 
being almoſt looſed from the body, and there- 
fore negligent of this world, and intent upon the 
other; and feeling as it were ſome flaſhes either 
of the glory or flames of the ſtate into which 
they are ſtepping; they turn back and call with 
earneſtneſs to thoſe that are following them to 
their long home, to take good heed to their ſteps, 
leſt by their raking wrong courſes, they come to 
a fearful and miſerable end. 

And as theſe goads for the jewiſh aſſemblics 
were given out from one ſhepherd, the high- 

rieſt: ſo are the words of the 2wiſe given them 
by the chief ſhepherd, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
whom are hidden all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge. And may it pleaſe him, whoſe grace 
is ſufficient for all our wants, to grant ſuch force 
and efficacy to all that is here laid before men, 
that they may hereby become wiſe unto ſalvation, 
to the glory of his holy Name. Amen. 

It may not be improper to uſher in the fol- 
lowing account with the copy of a very ſerious 
letter, written by the right honourable James Ear! 
of Marlborough, a little before his death in the bat- 
tle at Sea on the coaſt of Holland, A. D. 1665. 


It 


— 
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It was directed to the right honourable Sr. Hugh 
Pollard, comptroller of his Majeſty's Houſbold. 


S I R, 


CY Believe the goodneſs of your nature, and 
« the friendſhip you have always born me, 
« will receive with kindneſs the laſt office of your 
© friend. I am in health enough of body, and 
(through the mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt 3 
© ell diſpoſed in mind. This I premiſe, that 
© you may be ſatisfied that what I write pro- 
© ceeds not from any phantaſtick error of mind, 
© but from a ſober þ a of what concerns my 
« ſelf, and earneſt deſire to do you more good 
after my death, than mine example (God of 
© his mercy pardon the badneſs of it) in my liſe- 
time may do you harm. I will not ſpeak ought 
* of the vanity of this world; your own age and 
© experience will fave that labour: but there is a 
© certain thing that goeth up and down the world, 
© called Religion, dreſſed and pretended phantaſti- 
© cally, and to purpoſes bad enough, which yet 
* by ſuch evil dealing loſeth not it's being: the 
great good God hath not left it without a wit- 
© neſs, more or leſs, ſooner or later, in ev 
man's boſom, to direct us in the purſuit of it: 
© and for the avoiding of thoſe inextricable diſ- 
J ee and entanglements our own frail rea- 
© ſon would perplex us withal, God in his infi- 
* nite mercy hath given us his holy 2vord; in 
* which, as there are many things hard to be un- 
© derſtood, ſo there is enough plain and eaſe, to 
B dhe, 


Fair Marniugs to 


= our minds, and direct us concerning our 
uture being. I conteſs to God and you, I 
< have been a great neglecter, and, I fear, a de- 
< ſpiſer of it: God of his infinite mercy pardon 
© me the dreadful fault. But when I retired my 
c ſelf from the noiſe and deceitful vanity of the 
© world, I found no comfort in any other reſo- 
© lution, than what I had from thence: I com- 
© mend from the bottom of my heart the ſame 
© to your (I hope) happy uſe. Dear Sr. Hugh, 
c [et us be more generous than to believe we die 
< as the beaſts that periſh; but with a chriſtian, 
© manly, brave reſolution, look to what is eternal. 
© T w1ll not trouble you farther. The.only great 
God, and holy God, Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, 
direct you to an happy end of your lite, and 
« ſend us a joyful reſurrection. 


So prays 
' Your true friend 


4 
4. 


Old ſames, 

near the Coaſt \ 
of Holland A- 

pril 24. 1665. 


Marlborough. 


I beſeech you commend my love to all mine 
© acquaintance ; particularly, I pray you that my 
© couſin Glaſcock, may have a ſight of this let- 
© ter, and as many friends beſides as you will, 
s or any elſe that defire it 


I pray grant this my requeſt. 
This letter, tho' very weighty in the matter 
of it, and very ſerious in the e and expreſſi- 


N on, 


ee 6 Y” oy EI 
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on, yet is moſt remarkable for the tim? in which 
it was written; namely, but a few days before 
the ſoul of this noble Lord departed into the in- 
viſible ſlate, He now ſaw the infinite worth of 


religion, and the pernicious folly of offending 


God; and he kindly imparts theſe ſentiments to 
thoſe friends of his, for whoſe cternal welfare he 
had reaſon to be particularly concerned. 

His lordſhip confeſſes that he had taſted too 
freely of the carnal indulgences which unhappily 
prevailed in thoſe looſe times: But now recollect- 
ing himſelf, aud daly conſidering that a vicious life 
gives a man no true ſatisfattion in the enjoyment, 
and nothing but ſhame and regret in the review z 
whereas true piety affords a noble pleaſure in the 
way, and great peace in the end; he came to the 
following wiſe and ſolid concla/fons 
I. That altho' religion may be controverted in 
ſome points of little importance, and may be 
counterfeited in its admirable operations for baſe 
ends: yet it is no phantaſtic zotion or crafty pre- 
tence, but a moſt excellent endowment, of divine 
original, and ſupernatural power ; and abſolutely 
neceſſary to the preſent peace and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs of man, th | 

IT. That every one hath a ſufficient teſtimony 
of the truth of the great doctrinesof religion within 
his own breaſt; in that his own mind prejudges 
and threatens him when he treſpaſſes againſt them, 
as it alſo cheers and careſſes him when he lives ac- 
cording to them: and that it is too baſe and de- 
grading a thought, to imagine, that this Heavens 

3 horn 
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born power within us ſhall periſh at our death, as 
the 22 do, PEE 

III. That every man's experience ſhews him 
the vanity of this preſent world, and of all things 
therein: and that nothing here rightly /ziteth or 
fully /atisfieth the ſpiritual and capacious ſoul of 
man. And his Lordſhip for his own part ſolemn- 
ly profeſſeth, that the only true comfort, he ever 
ound, was in religious meditations and actions; 
when he retired himſelf from the noiſe and vanity 
of the world, and gave his ſoul the free enjoy- 
ment of ſ#perior delights. 

IV. That a man never acts with ſo true a 
bravery and magnanimity, worthy of his reaſon 
and ſpiritual zatwre, as when he comes to a ſolid 
and prudent reſolution to take off his mind and 
heart from earthly things, which are but momen- 
tan, and to place them on heavenly things, which 
are eternal, | 

V. That ſundry ſupernatural impulſes on the 
ſouls of men, ſometimes by ſuggeſtions relating 
to the good or evil conduct of their wy , and 
at other times by impreſſions fore-ſhewing the pun- 
Etual time of 2 e 0 of chi 
noble Lord, are another argument of the agency 
of inviſible beings on our minds; and of our being 
capable of a more free and intimate converſation 
with them, in a ſtate of ſeparation from our bodies 
at death, and in the ſpiritual ſtate of our bodies 
after the reſurrection. 

VI. That to free us from thoſe perplexing 
doubts and endleſs diſpntes about theſe th ings 

whic 
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which we ſhould be apt to fall into, if we had 
no better light than that of our impaired reaſon; 


it hath pleaſed God to give us the ſure directi- 
ons of his Holy oracles, 4 


by his holy ſpirit; whoſe divine inſpiration was 


atteſted by miracles of infinite power and goodneſs, 


and by the ſpirit of prophecy, and by God's giv- 
ing the molt aſtonil\ing 22 to 9 
rectly contrary to the laws, cuſtoms and learni 
both of Fews and Gentiles, and to the carnal 4e 
and #xtereſts of all men. And this was brought 
to paſs without any outward force, or any carnal 
policy or motive ; yea, without humane oratory or 
ſophiſtry; meerly by the plain inſtructions, 3 
erſul arguments, holy lives, and atteſting deaths 
of the firſt promulgers of it. 

VII. That one of the trueſt acts of friend. 
ſhip, that one man can ſhew to another, is to fur- 
ther his progreſs in the ways of Virtue and Reli- 
gion; — to aſſiſt him in his return from the con- 
trary follies and dangers: in order to procure, as 
his Lordſhip*ſays, a happy end of this life, and the 
Joys of a bleſſed reſurrettion. 

VIII. That ſuch, as would acquit themſelves 
well in theſe grand concerns, muſt exert a vigo- 
rous faith — truſt in the holy Trinity; the name 
in which we are baptized and bleſs'd by divine au- 
thority : and therefore a ſolemn doxology to this 
holy tri- une God concludes this important letter. 

Thus this noble Lord, looking through and be- 
yond all that is in this world, and finding no- 
hing here that would Fay by him, or ſtand him 

4 in 


elivered by men inſpired 


8 Fair Warnings to 
in ſtead in the futwre-tate, but 2 virtue, and 
true goodneſs; he came up to theſe excellent con- 
cluſions, which he thought the great intereſt of a 
| Careleſs world to know and conſider : the rather, 
becauſe all men come to theſe ſentiments at laſt, 
and therefore ought in prudence to embrace them 
from the beginning. | 

Ah! why will any rational man {ve in thoſe 
practices in which no rational man dares die? If 
vicious courſes are pernicious, and muſt of neceſ- 
ſity be diſcarded, why does any one that can dif- 
cern betwixt good and evil enter _ them ? 
ſince no perſon that could be counted truely ſen- 
ſible hath, ever ſince the world began, indulged 
his ſinful luſts in any part of his lite, but he did 
as certainly condemn himſelf ſometime or other 
for ſo doing. Why, ah! why does any one in 
His wits open a paſſage to horrible regrets and e- 
ternal damages? To this we have nothing to re- 
ply, but The ſm is for „and doth infatnate as 
dangerouſly -as it doth defile; and that moſt peo- 
ple are ſo unhappy as to ſer their It and fan 
at their right hand, and their faith and reaſon at 
their /eft : otherwiſe religion, the beſt and bright- 
eſt jewel in the world, could not be trampled 
under feet; nor /in, the moſt monſtrous and perni- 
cious evil, be put into the boſom. 

It is very fad that any ſhould yet remain un- 
convinced of the deſireableneſs of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, after the demonſtration ot the truth and 
excellency of it by thoſe ancient ay 41 learned fa- 
thers, Jaun Martyr, Clemens Ale xaudrinus, Ori- 
[21 gen, 
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Laftantins; together with the late convincing, dif 
courſes of Ludovicus Vives, the Lord Du Pleſſis, 
Grotins, Amyraldys, Hammond, and Srilling fleet; 
or that any ſhould yet remain obſtinate in ſinful 
ways, notwithſtanding the LOUD WARN- 
INGS of ſuch a cloud, or rather ſuch a world of 
witneſſes, who have cautioned them againſt it 
from their own woful experience. 
Of the thouſands, whoſe deaths we have ſeen 
or heard of, what one perſon ever recommended 
a debauched life to poſterity? or who ever re- 
pented of a pious 14 in his laſt moment ? It is 
thereſore moſt aſtoniſhing, that after the experi- 
ence of all men that went before us, any man 
ſhould be able fo far to ſuppreſs his reaſon, as to 
fall into that ſnare and pit of licentiouſneſs which 
all men before him warned him of, What ad- 
vantage have we of living after others, and ob- 
ſerving in their hiſtory, that however they lived, 
they died pioufly, if we become hiſtories our 
ſelves, and give others occaſion to ſay the ſame 
things of us that we did of our forcfathers? all 
miſcarriages in arts and ſciences, in war and peace, 
in laws and government, found by experience 
inconvenient, we have caſt off, retaining only 
thoſe of life and manners. What is more an ar- 
gument for or againſt any thing, than experience? 
And what experience can be in this world more 
than that of mens whole lives? And what decla- 
ration can there be more ſolemn than that of dy- 
B 5 - 
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gen, and Tertullian; and the no leſs nervous than 
polite labours of Minutius Felix, Arnobins, and 


W 
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ing men? ſouls even almoſt ſeparate, juſt freeing 
themſelves from the burden of the body, and in- 
lightned with the approaches of God. An holy 
deſire of a religious death, is not the pang, the 
humour, the fancy, the fear of ſome men, bur 


the ſerious wiſh of all; many having ved wick- Þ 


edly, very few, in their ſenſes, died fo. 
CHAp. II. 


The ſentiments of thoſe who lived be- 


ore the flood of Noah, concerning 


religion: as alſo of ſome who lived 


in the earlieſt times after it. 


H O' the times before the deluge are uſually 
called the dark ſtate of the world; becauſe 

we have no account of them, but what we find 
in the firſt x chapters of Geneſis: yet it will be 
uſeful to look into them, to ſee what thoughts 
they had of /aming againſt God, who had the 
firſt experiments of the ſorrows and miſeries of it. 
And here we find the 70 firſt parents of man- 
kind created by God in a ſtate of great excellency 
and univerſal comfort; their condition was happy, 
yea, heavenly, whilſt innocent : but they were no 
ſooner ſeduced by the devil into rebellion againſt 
their moſt bountiful Creator, but they ſunk imme- 
diately into a very miſerable condition, being o- 
verwhelmed with ſhame, pierced through with 
the zerrors of their own mind, and almoſt diſtrac- 
ted with the fearful expeRation of divine venge- 
ACC, 
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ace. A ſure ation to all ſucceeding ſinners 
of what they will reap from their ſinſul ways, 
notwithſtanding the delwſfve fancies that the devil 
puts into their heads about it, as he did to our 
firſt parents, ye ſhall not die: ye ſhall be as Gods. 


| But he was 4 her from the beginning. 


If there be {ſuch a book ,as is much talked of a- 


mong the Fews, called, The Repentance of Adam ; 
it — 58 be a very inſtructive one: for he of 
ill men beſt knew the vaſt difference bet wixt a 


divine and bleſſed ſtate of innocency, and a degene- 


| rate accurſed ſtate of pollution; berwixt the ſmiles 
| and frowns of Almighty God upon men; and be- 
' twixt that perfect ſtate of the creatures in which 


they were made by God, and the condition in 
which we now behold them, as made ſubjeft to 
vaxity, But, alas! Adam himſelf could not have 


| ſummed up the full damages that ſin brought up- 
on men, becauſe they are infinite. 


To make the beſt amends he could for this, the 


| Fews tell us, that Adam left ſeven rules of _ 


on to his poſterity ; the ſame which Noah handed 


| afterwards to future ages, with this memorable ad- 


monition, vix. That no man would ever venture 


| pon fin, if he could ſee it from the beginning to the 


end, The ſecond man that entered into the world 
was Cain; of whom the jewiſh Talmudiſt Ruzzia 
affirms, that he challenged his brother into the 
held upon their diſpute about a future ſtate of re- 
tribution. And perhaps ſome may think this 
their difference of ſentiment ſuggeſted to us from 
the holy ſcripture, which ſays, that Abel was in- 

—_  Hluenced 
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ſſuenced by a principle of fairh, which Cain was a 
not, and therefore found a more gracious accep- MW / 
tance with God. By, fairh Abel offered unto God ti 
4 more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, ( Heb..11. 4.) tt 
which ſo enraged this exviows man, that he, ſacrifi- b 
ces his brother to his paſſionate reſentments, giv- #/ 
ing the firſt inſtance of man's mortality. And v 
now, what a poor terrified vagrant did Cain be- t. 
come from this moment? living all his Days, as Þ » 
the moſt jolly finners i2wardly do, in a perpetual  » 
bondage for fear of death. He that had killed near » 
half the world at one blow, was not able to kill 
his own conſcience, but found in it a worm that | 
would never die. And it is thought by many 
learned men, that the mark *; which God put up- 
on him, was a continual trembling in a moſt fright- 
ſul manner; by which all that met him were ra- 
ther ſtruck with amazement at his miſerable con- 
dition, than mov'd to avenge his brother's blood 
upon him. 

We find after this, that Lamech had no ſooner 
committed the fin of Cain (Whether upon Cair's 
own perſon, or upon ſome other, cannot, and 
need not be decided) but he lived all his days 
under the fear of his puniſhment : for we read 
that Lamech ſaid to his wives, Adah and Zillah: 
t. Hear my voice ys wives of Lamech, hearken to my 
ſpeech; for I have ſlain a man to my wounding, and 
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sigi um erat mania, ve {tremor Forribilis membrorum 
omnium, pracipue c- pitis, cum x ultus conſternatione: ut pa- N 
eres commun iter ſentiunt. Bonfreriis in loctim. + Gen. 
iy, 23, 24 Þ | | 


4, 


A Careleſs World, 13 


4 young man to my hurt. If Cain ſhall be avenged 
Sofa trul 2 ſhalt be 3 al 
times ſevenfold. Inſomuch that men, convinced by 
theſe inſtances of the power of a natural conſcience, 
began then, as it followeth in the text, 70 call on 
the name of the Lord; verſe 36. So I underſtand the 
word with Joſephus Archaio, the beſt antiquary in 
this caſe. R. Eliexer in Maaſe-Bereſithe c. 2 2. Cyril. 
orat. ad. Tul. Epiph. 1. againſt the Targum of Fo- 
nathan: The Account given of Idolatry by Mai- 
monides de cult Stellarum, and Selden de Diis Sr. 
O how different were the hurried and terrified 
lives of theſe two murtherers, from thoſe of E- 
noch and Noah, men who walked with God, and 
were uncorrupted by the common wickedneſs of the 
world! And therefore God took, his ſervant Encch , 
to himſelf by a glorious trayſlation to Heaven, 
without paſſing through the gates of death: and he 
kept hes ſervant Noah, with his family, in ſafety in 
the ark, whilſt the flood deſtroy'd all the reſt of that 


| ungodly world. 


And after the re-peopling of the world, we 
find two of the ſons of Noah, Shem and Faph*th, 
obſerving the laws of God, and entailing bleſſings 
on their poſterity ; whilſt prophane Fam, the Fa- 
ther of Canaan and his of=ſpring, lay under heavy 
wrath to many generations, if not, as ſome think, 
to this day; walking in the ſteps of their father's 
impiety. 

And if we further trace the account of /acred 
hiſtory, we find righteous Lot bleſſed, proſpered, and 
oed every where; yea feel d by huh _— 

. 
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gels out of the reach of thoſe flames which deſcen- 
ded from Heayen upon the other Inhabitants of 
Sodom and Gomorrah ; the cry of whoſe fins to Hea- 
ven had pulled down that extraordinary way of 
deſtruction upon their heads. 

And if we peruſe common hiſtories, we ſhall find 
the ſame thread of divine providence uſually bring- 
ing wicked people to dreadful ends; or at belt to bit- 
ter ſorrow and wonndings of ſpirit, to prevent their 
ruin in both worlds. Inſomuch that the doleful 
complaints of David, Heman, and Aſaph, in the 
book of Pſalms ( which has been of old accoun- 
ted a rich treaſury of devotion) are in effect the lan- 
guage of all people, when they come to a juſt ſenſe 
of their Sins; who then cry out as they did : 

& My ſonl is ſore vexed: I am weary of my groan- 
e ing. All the night long I make my bed to ſwim, 
« and I water my couch with my tears. My eyes 
& are conſumed becauſe of my grief. How long ſhall 
&« I take counſel in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my 
&« heart. daily? My God, my God, why haſt thou 
ce forſaken me, why art thou ſo far from helping me, 
ce and from the words of my roaring * Remember not 
& the fins of my youth: Look upon my affliction, and 
« my pain, and forgive all my ſins. I had fainted 
ce unleſĩ I had believed the goodneſs of the Lord in 
c the land of the living. My life is ſpent with grief, 
« and my years with ſghing; my ſtrength faileth be- 
« cauſe of mine iniquity, aud my bones are conſumed; 
« hen I kept ſilence my bones waxed old through my 
& roaring all the day long: for day and night thy hand 
E ley Wavy = n. 
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6 thee, and mine iniquity have T not hid. 1 ſaid 
« 7 will confeſs tranſpreſſions unto the Lord. 

For this ſhall every one that is godly pray un- 
« to thee, Be 2 ye as the horſe and mule that have 
© no underſtanding. Many ſorrows ſhall be to the 


| & wicked, What man is he that deſires life, and lo- 


« veth many days, that he may ſce good? Depart from 
& evil and 215 Thy arrows ſlick faſt in me, 


« thy hand preſſeth me ſore : Neither is there any reſt 
« in my bones to reaſo * of my ſm. I have roared 
uietneſi of my heart. When thou 


$66 for * v 
4 with 07 ft chaſten man for Iniquity, thou 


« makeſt his * to 777 Surely eve 
; i before me. Mabe 


e man is vanity. My ſin is ever before me. 

* me to hear of joy and gladneſs, 5 the bones which 
« thou haſt broken may rejoice. A broken and a con- 
« trite heart, O Lord, thou wilt not deſpiſe. There 
&« were they in great fear, where no fear was. Fear 
te fulne 9, trembling are come upon me, and hor- 
« ror hath overwhelmed me; and I ſaid, O that I 
« had wings like a dove, for then would I flee away 
and be at reſt. Mine eyes fail while I wait upon 
« my God. Ay ſoul refuſed to be comforted. I re- 
« * ward; God and * abs pg TI complained and 

ſpirit was overwhelmed. AA is full o 

te trouble, and my life draweth u r 3 4 
am afflicted 22 to die from my youth up ; 
« while I ſuffer thy NN I am diſtratted. All 
men, I ſay, as well as theſe in the Pfalum, find 
feſt or laſt, that tho lin hath but ſhort pleaſures, 
yer it hath a long ſting : that tho men ſeem not 
to be able to live wit out the commiſſion of it, 
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yet they are not able to live with the thoughts of. 


it when committed. So that as when they have 


done well, the pain is ſhort, but the pleaſure la Wing | 
ſo when they have done ill, the pleaſure is ſhort, | 


and the pain laſting. Sin and ſorrow are ſo ry'd 
together by an adamantine chain; that the tempta- 
tion to evil cannot pleaſe ſo much, as the reflec- 
tion upon it torments; when all the enjoyment be. 
ing ſpent in the acting of ſin, there is now nothing 
tf ut naked ſin 2 conſcience. 


Tacita ſudant precordia Culpa, &c. 


fays Juvenal, a heathen Poet, when he laſhed the 
debauched men of his times with his Sayr; telling 
them, that their crimes diſturbed their reſt, and 
they had ever and anon cold ſweats at their very 
hearts, for fear of what was coming upon them. 
We muſt nor think, faid he, that thoſe wicked 
people eſcape ſcot- free, that are not puniſhed by 
humane juſtice; tor their conſcience is a continual 
torture to them, and has a ip that cuts them to 
the quick, tho' it be hidden from the eyes of o- 
thers. So that no earthly judge can puniſh them ſo 
ſeverely, as this inviſible judge within them does. 
But tis ſuperfluous to diſcourſe to men out ot 
books concerning that which they feel more per- 
fectly in their own breaſts; namely, That men 
ſhall one day hitterly lament the fins which they 
now very eagerly purſue; and that fin it ſelf, the 
* a9, of the moral heathens, carries with it fo 
much ſhame and horror, that thoſe imagined furies 
ens diri conſcia facti, &c. . 
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ol the heathen Poets, the Alaſtores and Eumenides, 


vere but the reſults of their own thoughts, re- 


gecting ſharply upon them in the other world for 
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their ill conduct in this. The learned Cicero writes 
to Piſo after this ſort, and ſhews of what impor- 
tance it is to all men to preſerve a good conſcience, 
ſince there was ſo much torture to be expected 
* from a bad one. eras 
We find indeed upon experience, that this tor- 
ture of the mind is one of the moſt intolerable parts 
of humane ſufferings. There is an effort ufually 
made by the /pirix of man againſt common ailes ; 
but when the /pirit it [elf is 2y024mded, who can bear 
p; When the very ſpirit ſinks in the breaſt of 
* man, what can ſuccour him ? 
We find Judas and others ſo bereft of common 
reaſon and prudence, that they have ſought ſuccour 
* from death for their burthened minds: But this 
| was their madneſs ; fince it cannot be imagined, 
that it will be eaſier with depraved minds in the 
place of torment, than in the place of redreſs : or 
that the caſe is not doxbly miſerable, where the 
* [corchings of the flames that cannot be quenched, are 
added to the gnawings of the worm that never dies. 
One would therefore hope, that ſeeing there is 
| ſo neceſſary a connection of ſorrow and miſery to 
all wilful diſobedience againſt God, yea ſo much 
of this uſually paid in fand to the ſinner by his 
own couſcious mind, that no more ſhould need to 
be faid to a man in his wits, to reclaim him from 
his ſinful frolicks, bur this. Sir, a quiet uind is 
the chief happineſs, and a troubled one the chief mi- 
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evil ways, with a troubled mind; and yet no 
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fery of this world. You cannot enjoy the plex Net ol 


ſure, honour, or profit you imagin follows you put © 


man ever follow'd thoſe courſes, without it. Al 


the calamities you meet with in doing well are c ſm 


ſed much by the comforts of a good conſcience; iÞ 
and the ſpirit of 4 good man bears his infinmitiei: 
But all the pleaſures we have in doing ill, will t 
have no reliſh or ſatisfation, when we lie unde 
the terrors of a bad one. A 2wounacd ſpirit who c 
bear? And without doubt a ſerious conſiderution of who 
theſe things is a good ſtep towards amendment of jure 
life. And may it pleaſe God to bring every one, ¶ the 
into whoſe hands this treatiſe ſhall fall, to a ſerious Þ for 
conſideration of theſe important things, of which ¶ call 
he will have a more particular view in the next N was 
chapter. | 


CHaP. III. rs 


Inſtances of the deep impreſſions of re. I n 
ligion upon men that have been e- 5 
ſteemed for knowledge and wiſdom in 10. 
their times; and of the ancient pli- I 


loſophers, and others. 


EST any one ſhould think, that the deep Ja 
impreſſions of religioz and a future ſtate are I L. 

only made upon ignorant people of rade and eat. en 
minds, we will here conſider 70 inſtauces of men I w 
of the greateſt repute for wiſdom and knowledge in ¶ tr 
their times; and that we may be ſure of the mat- 
| ter 


MA Careleſs World. 19 


„er of fact, we will take theſe two firſt examples 
put of the /acred records. 

The firſt is that of Balaam, the molt knowing 
man in the eaſt, eſteemed as much in Meſopota- 
ma, as Triſmegiſtus in e/Egypt, or Zoroaſter in Per- 
%; that is, f hly magnified, or rather indeed, 


ies: N perfectly adored by the ſenſeleſs people of thoſe 
will times, as the idolizing addreſs of king Balak to him 


der ſerves to demonſtrate. * Iwo, ſaid he to Balaam, 
can That he whom thou bleſſeſt is bleſſed ; and that he 
of vhm thou curſeſt is curſed Vet this famous con- 
of erer, who wanted no inclination to comply with 
ne, © the demands of the king and princes of Midian, was 
ous forced to bleſs the people of God, whom he was 
ich called to curſe; 3 own that religion which he 
ext was hired to defie : And tho' he was ſure that he 

ſhould diſoblige and affront the king and his prin- 

ces by what he ſaid, and loſe the honours and 

| riches which they offered, and he coveted; yet 


-e. in the preſence of them all, he took up his parable, 


„und faid, Balak the King of Moab hath brought me 
from Aram out of the mountains of the eaſt, ſaying, 
„ne me Jacob, and come defie Iſrael. How ſhall 
I curſe whom God hath not curſed? Or how ſhall I 
Le whom the Lord hath not defied * For from the 


| top 'of the rocks I ſee him. Who can count the duſt of 


Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Iſtael? 
re Let me die the death of the righteous, and my laſt 
ah end be like his. As much as to ſay, religion is the 
n wiſdom and happineſs of men: -Theſe men have the 
in ¶ rue religion, and the true God is on their fide : Aud 


* * Numb. xx. 6, 
er "tis 
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tis beyond the power of men or devils to make then 
miſerable, whilſt they maintain their integrity. 
The ſecond inſtance is that of the moſ} 
knowing man in the World, * Solomon, t 
whom God gave wiſdom and underſtanding exce.W* 
ding much, and largeneſs of heart, even as the ſan 
that is on the ſca-ſhore. And Solomon's ß 
excelPd the wiſdom of all the children of the e 
country, and all the wiſdom of Egypt; for te 
was wiſer than all men: than Ethan the Exrabit, 
and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda the ſor of Mz 
hol; and his fame as in all nations round about, aut 
he ſpake three thouſand proverbs, and his ſongs wer 
a thouſand aud five; and he ſpake of the trees, from 
the cedar trees that are in Lebanon, even to the hy 
ſep that fprin eth ont of the wall; he ſpake alſo 
fowl, of caſh, of creeping thing, and of fiſhes. And 
there came of all people of the earth ro hear the wiſdom 
of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth which 
ad heard of his wiſdom. This prince being the 
moſt experienced for enquiry, the moſt 27 for 
contrivance, the moſt 2yealthy for compaſſing all O 
the ſatisfaction that can be had in the things of tha 
this world, after many years ſifting (for he tell | W. 
us in his book of Eccleſraſtes, which is his Book I £'* 
of repentance, chap. ii. verſe 1. I ſaid in my heart 
ga to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore eu. 
joy pleaſure ; therefore chap. i. verſe 27. 1 gar m bal 
heart to know wiſdom, and to know madneſs and fol. 
ly ) what there was in learning, holineſs, pleaſure, b 
peace, plenty, magnificent entertainments, foreign far 


* Kings iv. 29, &c, 


ſupplies 
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upplies, royal viſits, noble confederacies, variety 


and abundance of ſumptuous proviſions and deli- 
ae diet, ſtately edifices, and rich vine-yards, or- 
chards, fiſh-ponds, and woods, numerous atten- 
dance, valt rreaſures, of which he had the moſt 


re, undiſturbed, and unabated enjoyment ; for he 


ith, he with-held * not his heart from any joy; af- 


ter ſeveral years, not only ſenſual but critical frui- 
tion, to find out, as he faith, thar good which God 
hath given men under the ſun; after he had even 
tortured nature to extract the moſt exquiſite ſpirits, 
and pure quinteſcence, which the varieties of the 
creature, the al! that is in the world, the luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life afford; 
at laſt pronounceth them all vazity and vexation of 
ſpirit,, and leaves this inſtruction behind, for late 
polterities 3 Let us hear the concluſion of the whole 
matter, fear God, and keep his commandments : For 
this is the whole (duty) of man. + For God will 
bring every good work into judgment, with every ſe- 
me Fog; en it be ad 5 whether it wk 
O my reader ! Is it not cheaper believing this, 
than to loſe a brave life, wherein a man cannot err 
twice in the ſad tryal; and at laſt with tears and 
groans. own this concluſion? N 
Let us come now to ſuch other records as we 
have next the ſcripture ; waving the uncertain Ca- 
bala, and the fabulous Talmud of the Jews, who 
bring all men ſeriouſly to confeſs at laſt, that it 
hid been their intereſt to be good at firſt; in the 
famous words of the author of the book of NV, 
* 1 King, iv. 9, 10. + Ecclef. xii. 13, 14. 
on, 
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dom, who repreſents them recanting thus, + * W. 
« fools counted their life madneſs, and their end 
c to be without honour : How are they numbred 
ce among the children of God, and their lot is a 
« mong the ſaints? We wearied our ſelves in the 
« ways of wickedneſs and deſtruction. Wha 
« hath pride profited us? Or, what good hath 
ce riches with our vaunting brought us? All theſe 
« are paſt away as the ſhadow, and as a poſt that 
« haſteth by: but the ſouls of the righteous ate 
« in the hand of God. In the fight of the un- 
ce wiſe they ſeem to die, and their departure is ta- 
ce ken for miſery, and their going from us to be 
« utter deſtruction : but they are in peace. For 
« tho' they be puniſhed in the ſight of men, yet 
< is their hope full of immortality ; and having 
« been a little chaſtiſed, they are greatly rewar- 
« ded ; for God proved them, and found them 
«« worthy of himſelt ””. This is abundantly ve- 
rified in the following examples. | | 

1. The Phenician hiſtory of Sanconiathon, as it 
is tranſlated by Philo-Biblius, and quoted by * Por- 
phyry, ſpeaking of the religious end of the wiſe 
men of thoſe times, brings in two of them diſ- 
courſing to this effect. 

Queſt. Is there another world, or any ſuture 
ſtate? 

Anſiv. T am willing there ſhould not be: But! 
am not ſure there is not. 

Queſt. Why are you willing it ſnould not be? 

Anſiv. Becauſe I have not lived in this ſtate fo 

+ id. v. 4, 5, 6, 7. * Hiſt. Phen. p. 112. 00 

Well, 
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„„ Vell, as to have hope to be happy in another. 
d Queſt. What a madneſs was it in you, when 
a your reaſon dictated to you that there might be an- 
+ other world, to live as if you had been ſure there 
he vas none? 

Anſw. + If men could look, to their beginning and 
ending, they would never fail in the middle. | 

Oueſt. Is it not then the ſafeſt way to be good? 

Anſw. It can do no harm, it may do good. 

2. Again, that famous Egyptian writer, Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, is in his old age brought in with a 
ſerious dialogue of religion, to make amends for 
the vain pieces of hiſtory he had writ in his youth, 
and among many other things Manet ho pretends to 
from his inſcriptions, this is very conſiderable, viz. 
That there was ſome great reaſon, not yet well 
1. under ſtood, why men enjoyed their pleaſures with 
m ſear; why moſt mens death is a repentance of life ; 
e- hy no man is contented in this life; why men 

have infinite wiſhes; and whether thoſe that dream 
it re they are aſleep, ſhall not live when they are 
„ dead? 
fo z. The Chaldeans, ſuch as Zoroaſter and the Za- 
. %, by the viſible things that are ſeen, the ſun, the 
moon, the ſtars, (which as Maimonides ſpeaks of 
re them, were their books) ſaw ſo much into the 
inviſible things of God, his wiſdom and power, that 
I their old men, as Archer ſpeaks ſomewhere, durſt 
not die before they had been by facrifices reconci- 
led to him by whom they lived. 


ſo k 1 Remember the enl, and thou ſhall never do amiſs. 
cl, 


Many 
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Many learned * men have ſhewn us, that the 
fables of the Greek Heathens are but the depraved 
and corrupted truth of Fewiſh Religion. There i 
not an eminent man among the Grecians that die; 
an infidel, tho” he lived ſo. Heraclides, Ponticus 
Antiſthenes, Democritus, and his ſcholar Pyr hagora, 
a little before their deaths writ books, r : 
es, about them that lived in the inviſible ſtate. 

4+ Socrates, whom we ſet here now, as the ora- 
cle placed him formerly, by himſelf, reckoned 
therefore the wiſeſt man of his time, becauſe he 
brought + philoſophy from the obſcure and uncer- 
tain ſpeculations of nature, to uſeful conſiderations 
of * good morals ; and in all his diſcourſes recom- 
mended virtue as the true wiſdom of man: tho 
he confeſſed, .*. that he had not à perfect knowledge 
of the manner of the inviſible ſtate, 

His diſcourſe was uſually ſerious, but never 
more ſo than in the ſpace between his condemna- 
tion and death, which is collected by Plaro in his 
treatiſe of the + immortality of the ſoul; where we 
find him reaſoning thus, “ Surely, faith he, death 
« mult be one of theſe two, either a deprivation 
ce of all ſenſe and being, or a paſſage into ſome 
cc other place. If the firſt, then it is a pleaſant 
ce reſt, like an undiſturbed ſleep : But if dying 
« fouls go into other habitatious, as methinks 
cc they 5 will, then I ſhall go from beſore 

* Tertul, F. Martyr. Clem, Alex. Euſed. Voſſius, Grotius, 
Bochart. + Diog. Laert. p. 42. Ed. Rom, Zan. ** Pli- 
. earch, „ Obi 13:55:65 Sidler. regt TW) Oy &s, &c. + Plato 


i Phadove, p. 31. 


cc thelc 
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« theſe judges to higher, and there converſe with 
Orpheus, Muſcus, Heſiod, Homer, and other 
good and excellent men. How often would I 
6 fave died, to ſee how they live? How plea- 
« fantly ſhall I dwell with Palamedes and Ajax, 
« equal in the enjoyments of another world, as 
« we have been in the injuries of his; both hap- 
« py, in that we ſhall be everlaſtingly ſo. Death 
« makes no alteration on the ſoul : he that liveth 
« virtuouſiy here, may be ſure to live happily here- 
« after. *.* We muſt therefore now approve our 
« ſelves, not to vain men, but to that one wiſe God, 
« who is truth it ſelf. 

This excellent man, who wrote and lived up to 
the height of natural light, and was therefore al- 
molt a chriſtian, was at laſt, thro' the malice of 
the lewd ſtage-pocts, and the ignorant mob, accu- 
cuſed before the magiſtracy, as one that ſought hea- 
venly things, and concerns ſuperior to thoſe on earth *: 
And who affirmed, that there was but one God : 
The greateſt commendations that could be given 
to man; for which Juiſtin Martyr and + Clemens 
Ale xandrinus thought him a chriſtian before Chriſt, 
and a partaker of our faith, becauſe he was in 

rt a martyr for it. And at his death he ſaid to 

is murderers, «Well, it is time for me to go and 
* die, and you to live; which of theſe is beſt, is 
* known to God. 


4 5 \ * A — - 
*. His. own words are, Ou cpm Tv vv £T9 ge- 
4 eo! * a P \ , \ ef * - * , : 5 Py 
Coy, 7. EP&50'W Ch c Moi, ENG Th 0 ig Xx. AUTH, . Ti. Apol. 
= 8 a \ e A mo ' * 
z. p. 8. * Zub T4 d YI * Te in αν,ůTs. 1 Clem. 
Alex. Stroim. 6. 


2 4. Nemephos, 
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4. Xenophon, who in his life-time did nothing 


without Socrates his advice, was at laſt with Socra- 
tes greatly concerned for future happineſs : for af- 
ter 

of King Gras, he began to refſect with ſeverity, 
even on thoſe innocent pleaſures of hunting, riding, 
and the like, which he had practiſed, as well as 
written of : and he confeſſed with concern to his 
friends, + that in the midſt of his delights he 
nad this grief; that he thought there was no place 
for theſe diverſions in the upper world, and that 
wiſe ſouls ſhould begin betimes thoſe exerciſes which 
ſhall laſt for ever; exerciſes pure and eternal as ſpirits, 
Words which ought to be eſteemed by us, as 
his Cyropedia was by Scipio Africanus; who carried 
it about with him, in order to the direction of his 
life. 

5. Eſchines, * a fluent and excellent orator, be- 
ing queſtioned for diſperſing of Socrates's books, 
made Socrates's anſwer, that he was not afraid to 
die for ſcattering inſtructions among men to teach 
them to live; being aſhamed of nothing more than 
that he adviſed Socrates to make his eſcape out of 
priſon, whereas no man ſhould be afraid to die, 
but he that might be aſhamed tolive; adding, that 
life is a thing which few underſtand, but they that 
are ready to leave it. 

Thales, the firſt of the ſeven wiſe men, be- 
fore whom none taught the motions of the hea- 
vens ſo clearly, faith f Eudemus; and none proved 

+ Gen, Bib. p. 564. * £ wint. ſt. 10. c. 1. f Dicg. 
Lacirt. p. 0. 


the 


ie had ſpent ſeveral years in the court and camp Þ 


= 
* 
bY 

* 
15 
ty. 
$ 

, oy: 


87 4 n be 1 n 
ene — 
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was God; wha 
bim, and it was his ſoul; what was beſt, and he 


e A careleſs Morld. 27 


the immortality of the ſoul ſo evidently, according 
to Cherilus; tho* he ſhew'd by his foreſight of a 
dear year, and the proviſion he bought in againſt 
© it, that a philoſopher might be rich; yet he convin- 
ced men by his fore-{1ght of another world, that 


they need not; bleſſing God that he was a know- 
ing Grecian, not an ignorant Barbarian, and a ra- 


tional man, not a beat. He profeſſed at his death, 
that he had ſtudied all his Life to find out the moſt 


n the world, and he found it 
t was the moſt laſting thing about 


* found it was that which was eternal; what was 
* hardeſt, and he found it was to know himſelf. 
* what was wiſeſt, and he found it was time. And, 


as the Epitaph ſaith of him; * He was, at his death, 
taken up to heaven to view thoſe ſtars, which 
by reafon of age, he could not ſee whilſt he 


© remained on earth. 


7. Solon having done the greateſt ſervices to his 


| native country, and received the greateſt injuries 
from it, faid, that man had the hardeſt meafure of 
any creature, if he lived but to threeſcore years; 


and admoniſhed  Creſ#s, ſwimming in the greateſt 
affluence of worldly pleaſures and enjoyments, that 


he ſhould not think himſelf happy before death. 
But Cræſus eſteemed his words as little as he under- 


ſtood them, till being deprived of all things, but 
his reaſon and confederation, he cryed out, O Solon 
Solon, thou art in the right. 


C 2 8 . Chile, 
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8. Chilo, + whoſe wiſdom raiſed him to ſuch Þ 
honour, that he was intruſted with the extraordi- Þ 
nary power of Ephorus in Sparta, being asked, what 
made the virtuous man more happy than the vici- Þ 
ous? He anſwered; The one has good hopes, which 
the other has not, as to a future ſtate. He was  Þ 
well aſſured of a life to come, that he uſed to ſay, 


An honeſt loſs is to be preferred before a aiſhoneſ 


ain; for this reaſon, becauſe the ſadneſs that fol- 
loweth the firſt is but for a while ; but that which! 
followeth the other, perpetual. To this I may add, Þ 
Pittacus his ſentence, much uſed by him, who being 
| demanded, what was the beſt thing in the world? 


Replied, that it was, To perform well a man's preſent 

duty ; * know thy opportunity _y_ his apothegm. 
9. Bias, as he was ſailing with fo 

that præyed in a ſtorm, intreated them to be /ilew, 

leaſt their voices ſhould be heard amongſt the pious 

prayers of others; and being asked by one of them, 


what that piety he talked of meant? He ſaid, I 


ta no purpoſe to ſpeak to a man of thoſe things that he 
never intendeth to prattiſe, At laſt when he came 


to die, he bequeathed this Inſtruction to thoſe tha 


ſurvived him, + that they ſhould order their live 
as if they were to live a very little and a very gre 
while : from. which principle his friend 4 
on his death- bed intkrredd this concluſion, tha 


thoſe men only live to any purpoſe, who do over. 

come Carnal pleaſure,. make virtue familiar, and vic 
+ See the Life of Chilo, tranſlated from the Greek 6 

Dr. Fetherſtone. wy Z 3, cupoy 77e. x Buoy bre jt 

T4, &c. 

, 


me wicked mea 
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4 ſtranger; I the great rule of life being, as lie 
| ſaid, to be moderate, and the great work of it to 
to meditate, according to that of his cotemporary 
| Periander * who hated pleaſures which were not 
Immortal; leaving this maxim, meditation is all, 


10. t Anacharſis the Scythian, to deter young 


men from taſting thoſe pleaſures which are always 
* attended with ill effects, applyed his diſcourſe to 
them in a ſort of parable, telling them, * that the 
vine bore three branches or cluſters, on the far{t 
| whereof grew pleaſure, on the ſecond ſortiſhn:s, 
on the third ſauneſs. Yea Pherecides himſclt, 0+ 
ther- wiſe no very ſerious man, when he heard one 
| ſay, that he had lived well, anſwered, + 7 wiſh 


jou may die well; and being asked, why he ſaid ſo? 


| He replied, becauſe we live to die, and die to le. 


11. Thoſe Ionich. ch» ke the hearers of 
Thales, * who had travelled into Egypt, and the 


| other known parts of the world, to be acquaint- 


ed with all the learning and laws then in being; 
and had ſearched after all the genuine Cabala and 
traditions that had deſcended from the founders of 


| mankind, among other uſeful conſiderations which 


rhey left to poſterity, for the conduct of their lives, 
they principally recommended the counſels of dy- 
ing men to be regarded; « becauſe thoſe that 
« are ſick at heart have their ſenſes more quick, 
their thoughts more free, their minds more en- 
“ lightned, their hearts more pure, their reaſons 


+ Her. Pont. l. de Prin. * Meira To may, + Plut. 


Zuwr. * Auma 7 pee Pipei, Sorpus, &c , Camer. Hor 
Wbſe, * 'Evulmyrx0:. + Diod. Sic. l. 1. 


O 3 « better 
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e better ſettled, and their imagination more divine, 


12. Anaximander lying on his dcath-bcd af. 
firmed, that he had found, after much ſtudy, that 
inſinu was the beginning of all things, and thence 
concluded it much be the end, wiſhing, that af- 
ter his long ſtudy of the ſphere, he might at 1af 
come to duell in t and when he ſaw the ſhadow 
paſſing away on his dials, of which he is thought 
to be the firſt inventer, he comforted himſelf, tha 
he Was born for eternity. 

13. His ſcholar Anaximenes being asked how 
he could ſtudy, being confined to a priſon, and 
expecting death, anſwered, that his ſoul was not 
confined, having as large a wall as the heavens he 
Studied; nor frighted, having as great a hope, as the 
immortality which he looked for 

14. His hearer Auaxagoras, who, according to 
Simplicius in his comment upon Ariſtotle, was the 
firſt that obſerved that there was an eternal mind 
moving and regulating the material world, from 
which God himſelf was called mind, being ſeri- 
ouſly expoſtulated with for retiring, as he did, a lit- 
tle before his death, and neglecting the care of his 
country, replyed, * I have now the greateſt care 
of my trueſt country, pointing to heaven, of which 
he Lid to one that was ſorry he muſt die in a 
foreign country, you may go * any place to hea- 
ven ; and being demanded when he was a dy- 
ing, what he was born for ? He anſwered, f 
To contemplate the Sun, the Moon, and Heaven 

* "Fur oha ub TH , Oui T gp aeyor- Dug 
+ Laert. J. 4. | 

whik 
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while I live, and to dwell there when I am dead, | 
the thoughts of which he was ſo raiſed, that when 
he was informed in one hour that he himſelf was 
condemned, and his ſon dead, he ſaid no more but 
that nature had condemned his Judges to die too; 
and that he knew when he begor his ſon, that he 
had begotten one that was mortal. A future flate 
was a common notion, for Heraclides, Ponticus, Au- 
tiſthenes, Democritus, and Pythagoras, wrote Boo Es 
mel Twy & Su about the ſtate of ſeparate ſorts. - 

15. The droll and great actor Ariſtippus, hö. 
for his flattery and luxury was called the King's 
Dog, being aſked before his death, what was the 
difference between a Philoſopher, and another man? 
anſwered, if all laws were aboliſhed, and there were 
no puniſPments of vice, yet a Philoſopher would live as 


| virtuoufly as he does. And another time he ſaid, 


* It is a brave thing to uſe no pleaſures at all, but + 
to overcome them: As when in a diſcourſe about 
Socrates his way of dying, he ſaid, That man dyed 
as I dcfire to die; and that it would never be well 
in the world until boys learned thoſe things which 
they were to uſe when men, and men learned 
thoſe things which they were to practice when 
happy, in the attainment of the end of good men; 


Which, he ſaid, is f A ſvcet motion towards an 


immutable fruition; implying, that a free and con- 
ſtant progreſs in virtue, is the only way to ever- 
laſting happineſt. Nay, mad Theodorus himſelf, 
who had written ſome atheiſtical books, and for 
* Ea, Tavis 6 hh, QC. Idem. ibid. Königs es 
4e e,. 4 T uſe. On oh, b. . . ot i 
C4 a 
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a while fancied himſelf to be a God, came at laſt to 
this ſober concluſion, + that the end of good men 
24s joy, and of bad men ſorrow; the firſt, the cff«t 
of prudence, and the other of folly. And that moſt 
iolid man Euclid of Megara, who reduced philo- 
phy, from looſe diſcourſes, to cloſe and cohe- 
rent reaſonings, proved by a ſort of mathematical 
demonſtration, of which he was a great maſter; 
that there was but one ſovereign good, which ſime 
call wiſdom, others mind, others God *, There is 
a grave diſcourle to the ſame purpoſe, which may 
be ſcen at large in his cotemporary Cebes ; to 
whom of the Socratics I ſhall add only AZenederns, 
who being told on his death-bed, that he was a 
happy man that attained to what he defign'd ; anf- 
wered, that he was much *.* happier ho defired no 
more than he ought : which puts me in mind of 
an obſcrvation, much ro our purpoſe, which thoſe 
who will hardly believe, ſhould ſeriouſly conſi- 
der; it is quoted by Caſaubon out of the author 
of the hiſtory of the council of Trent; :: That 
« j515a very uſual thing for men, however cnſna- 
« red in the world all their hives, to loath the 
« things of it at their deaths, from an unknown 
and ſupernatural cauſe; menny no doubt, that 
the Souls of men begin then to feel ſomething of 
a ſtate of ſeparation, and therefore contemn earth- 


ly things. 


+ Athen. 13. c. 28. 5. 5. * Tull. Acad. Queſt. lib. z. 

* II ao 9 pwitCov 70 envy 105 @, Net. 12 Solemme eft in Con- 

nio mortis paſitis, res hi manas ex ignota quadam & ſu- 
jeraaturali cauſa faſtidire, p. 60. 

16. Plato, 
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to 16. Plato, the founder of the } Academy, was 
en firnamed Divine, and was the moſt accurate and 
4 © moſt ſublime writer of his time; yet when he 
ft vas fick, he was more taken with this plain verſe 
-o Epicharmus, ah, oi Nb, &c. The Gods 
e- | abvays were, always will be, their Being never begin- 
al nung, and never ee than with all his own com- | 
r; © politions; of all which, he ſpake of none with 
ve more complacency than that of Providence, of 1 
is which he made the firſt excellent diſcourſe in Greece. 
yy | This wiſe and great man reflecting in his latter 


to | days on many vain actions of his former lite, cryed {| 
4, cut, / ſee cauſe for nothing but grief and ſadneſs. 1 
Our bodies, ſaid he, of which we are fo curious, " 


if. ſhall be dried up into duſt; and the foul, we fo "| 
» much neglect, ſhall fly up through the air to the | 
of eternal manſions, from which it came, to ſpend a 
fe life in the contemplation of God and its felf *. 


recompence, aſſuring them, that they ſhould find 
at laſt that there was nothing profitable or honorable, 
that was not honeſt and good. 


u- + See Plat. Dmæus. Plut I. 8. cumrO-, Aug. de C. D c. 11 
It i jaid he died crying v. v8; * Gros. de Ver Chriſt 1, 


5 C 5 17. Spen- 


ſi- He aſcribed in his Timæus the origination and pro- il 
or | duction of the world to the infinite goodneſs of | 
at | God: concerning which he faith, that * moſt ex- | 
a- cellent Being could not but produce the moſt ex ö 
he cellent effects, and that time was the ſhadow of [ 
n Eternity; as the happineſs of good men is their be- | 
at ing made like to God in a ſeparate ſtare. He added, | 
of # that he had much reſtrained people from injuring |}! 
he one another by the thoughts of a future ſtare of | 
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17. Spe uc ippus, having read Plato s diſcourſe of L 
the immortality of the ſoul, profeſſed that he would Þ- 
rather ſuffer dearth than a debauch. And when Po. 


mon Came at the end of his drunken fit into the 


{ſchool of this philoſopher, at the very time when he Z 
was reading a lecture concerning temperance, it ſy Þ 
affected the little reaſon that remained to this for, Þ 


that he quitted his licentious life, and would fay 


ever after, that he could not get this fad thought Þ 


out of his mind, that he ſhould live thirty years a 
beaſt, and was not certain that he ſhould have on: 
year to live a man. 

18. Theſe thoughts made Crates throw his gold 
into the ſca, that he might be a Philoſopher, and 
make the right uſe of his life, which he ſaid was 
no other than a contemplation of death. 

19. Crantor gave himſelf ſo much to the ſtudy 
of good and evil with their conſequences, that his 
book on that ſubject, bequeathed by him to po- 
ſterity, is by + Cicero and Panctius called, not only a 
great but a glorious book, which ought to be got by 
heart even to a word, The reading of which greatly 
affected Carneades, who had diſputed many years 
againſt the notion of good and evil. And it like- 
wiſe greatly alarmed licentious Cheſilaus, who pro- 
teſted, that ſor many years together he thought 
nothing good but what pleaſed his ſenſes, and no- 
thing evil but what was difagreeable to them: in- 

ſomuch that both theſe Libertines endeavoured to 
drov/n the remonſtrances of their own canſciences 


+ Non ſlum maguus at aureolus, & qui ad verbum e- 


4¹ (EUGHS, 
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1 by exceſſive draughts of wine in the latter end of 
their lives; averringy thar no volupt nous nam could 
4 Jo in his wits to an inviſible ſtate. 


20. To mention no more Platomſts; Bion, who 


5 was rather a Cynic than an Academic, uſed to ſay ; 
that the torments of evil men in the other world were 
greater than any one could imagine. And though 


he had defied the Gods a while, deriding their 


' worſhippers, and never vouchſafing to look into 
their zemples, yet when he fell fick, he tormented 


his body with exquiſite penance, as thorns, thongs 
&c. that he might repent of what he had done againſt 
the Gods, whole altars he filled, when dying, with 
ſacrifices, and their ears with petitions and con- 
feſſions: but then in vain, I fear, ſays Laertius, 
when he was juſt about to ſay, good morrow Plu- 
10, being juſt on the brink of another world. 


21. Tho' Ariſtotle had in his writings aſſerted 


the eternity of the world, being unable to conceive 
how any thing could come out of nothing, not 
knowing the ſcriptures nor the power of God; yet 
when this Peripatetic came to the end of his walk, 
he conceived of God as an exalted independant Be- 
ing, the caufe of all motion, himſelf being the on- 
ly immoveable Being, and therefore eternal. He 
hkewiſe aſſerted the care of divine providence over 
all things, as Cracant horp proves out of his book 
de Mundo. At laſt, out of all his philofophy 


which he reduced into the exateſt method and 


rules of any man, he could not pitch upon a grea- 
ter comfort in a dying hour, than that of Ens en- 

* £72/m. Ep. 28. Lad. Vites de Cauſi corrupt. | 
um, 


— m * 2 
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tium, miſerere mei; Thou Being of Beings have 
mercy upon me. Yea, Ocellus Lucanus himſelf, to 
whoſe book about the works of nature Ariſtotle was 
much beholden, tho' he acknowledges not by 
« whom he profiteth, ſaith, | Thattho' he could 
<« not ſee how the world had a beginning, yet could 
« not he die without the fear and reverence of 
« one, by whom all things had a beginning. 

22. His ſcholar Theophraſtus, in * Laertins ha- 
ving bewailed the expence of time, gave this rea- 
ſon for it, viz. That we are fo fooliſhly ſenſual, 
that we begin not to live, till we begin to die. Cicero, 
who always called him his delight, faith, that Theo- 
phraſtus dying complained * nature, that it gave 
long life to creatures, whom it little concerned to 
be long-lived ; and ſo ſhort a liſe to men, who are 
ſo much concerned : weeping that he no ſooner 
ſaw this by much ſtudy and experience, bur he 
muſt die, ſaying, + © That the vanity of life 
«« was more than the profit of it. I have not 
time to conſider what I ſhould do, ſaid he to 
thoſe that were about him at his dcath, You have: 
v hich words ſtuck fo cloſe to his ſcholar and ſuc- 
ceſſor Straton, that he ſtudied himſelf to a skele- 
ton, about the nature of ſpirits, the glory of hea- 
ven, the chief good, and the bleſſed life; which, 
becauſe he could not comprehend, he deſired it 
(ould comprehend him. His ſucceſſor Icon ſaid 
on his dcath-bed, *.* * That it was the moſt foo- 


* Vi... Caſaub. in Theoph. Tuſc. Oueſt, I. 4. + Kiw 
S R Ts CvpPt; oO», Hide Athen. I. 12. c. 270, 
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* liſh thing in the world, for men to ſquander a- 
| « way their time in health, and ro wiſh for it at 
* « laſt, when it cannot be recalled ” 3; to whom I 
| may add Demetrius, who ſaid, „That * when he 
was a child at home, he reverenced his parents; 
| « when a man abroad, the magiſtrates and people; 
„ and when an old man and retired, he reveren- 
| « ced himſelf ”” ; fearing to do any thing misbe- 
coming the _— ofa reaſonable being, and the 


expectations of a future liſe. 


23. This laſt thought of Demetrius ſtuck ſo cloſe 


to Heraclides t, in the latter part of his life, that it 
put him upon writing his books of the rewards 
and puniſhments of the inviſible ſtate, and of the 


neee ſſity of 4 temperance, and of a good life, 
in order to future happineſs. 

If we conſult the cynic philoſophers, we ſhall 
find them of the ſame mind. 

24. Zeno was one of the chief of them; who, 


| after a world of reaſonings and ſubtilties, came to 


theſe concluſions, which laid the foundation of the 


ſloick 8 viz. 
E 


I. That the ** chief end of man is to live accor- 


ding to right reaſon, which is the will of God; to 


which, it is good mens delight, and all mens neceſ- 


ſity to ſubmir. 


II. That. . virtue chiefly conſiſteth in ſuch an 


* See the Life of Demetrius in Engliſh, tranſlated ty 
R. Kippax, M. A. pag. 379. + See the Life of Hera- 
der, tranſlated into Engliſh, out of D. Laertius, pag. 322. 
»Diogen Laer t. J. 7. p. 185, . See the Life of Zeno, 
done out of Greek bz R. M, | 
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abſolute way of the mind over the inferior faul lie 
that it followeth the dictates of right reaſon with- 
out the perturbations of ſenſual affettions and paſſions, 

III. That this is the only prudent and happy life, 
becauſe it is always calmand ſerene ; whereas the do- 
minion of the inferior faculties * fear, bondage, 


grief, ſhame, and ſtupidity * the ſoul. 


IV. That all the diſorders of the ſoul proceed 
from the miſapprehenſions- of the anderſtanding, 
which is in 'em, they fay, inſtead of Gov, whom 
it repreſenteth ; ſo that he is wicked who dares diſ- 
pleaſe God; and he a wad man, that dares doubt 
of him. 

V. That the good and iſe man is free and happy 


in the worſt condition, and an ill man a wretched 


ſlave in the beſt : virtue being ſufficient in it ſelf 


to render men happy, whereas vice never fails to 
make them miſerable. 
VI. That all things are unalterably ordered by 


the eternal mind. A principle, faith a modern wri- 


ter, which I am wot forward to think well of, be- 
cauſe it has grieved ſo many pious perſons, and har- 


dened ſo many profligates. 


25. Antiſthenes, & another eminent Stoic, had 


ſuch notions of the baſeneſs and ſhamefulneſi of vice, 


that he uſed to affirm with great emotion, That he 
had rather be puniſhed with raadneſs, than abandoned 
ro vicious pleaſure: Icav ing this ſerious admonition 
to be duly conſidered by all men; namely, That 
they will never enjoy a bleſſed immortality hereafier, eu- 
cept they be now godly and juſt. 

Aaert. .;. 32. 


26. Diegenci, 


(7 
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26. Diogenes, + hearing a man on his ſick bed 


* complaining that life is a ſad thing, replied, that a 
| bad life is indeed fo, becauſe it is but a pampering of 
* the body, when it ſhould be an exerciſe of the mind. 
And he inſiſted on this ſo earneſtly to his audi- 
tors, that * Monimus, who was afterwards his 
| ſcholar, counterfeited himſelf mad, that he might 


et his liberty of his maſter, in order to apply 
imſelf wholly to the ſtudy of virtue and morality. 
27. * Menedemus had ſuch an indignation a- 


| gainſt the vices and follies of men, that he walkt 
up and down in the habit of a fury, declaring 


| himſelf a ſpectator of men's exorbitances on earth, 


in order to be a witneſs againſt them in hell. Thus 


much of the Sroics. 


28. Pythagoras, who, according to tt Yoſſins, 
converſcd with Eliſha in mount Carmel, laid down 
theſe principles. 

I. That the ſupreme mind, by which he meant 
GOD, is to be worſhipped and regarded by all. 

II. That God being the .*. beginning and end of 
all things, exercifeth his providence over all. 

III. That the fouls of men are immortal, of 
which the pure will be carried up to the higheſt 
ſcats above; the impure will wander about in the 
bodies Of beaſts, and other creatures on earth for 
while; and will afterwards be tormented by 


faries. 


+ See the Life of Diogenes, p. 4332 * Seethe Life 
% Vonimue, tranſlate! by W. B. Gent. ** Diog. Laert. 
i V fires de Seftis Philoſoph. c. 6. ſeit. 7. . Jamb. Com- 
ment. in Pyth, | 


29. E mpedo- 
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29. Empedocles, .*, a great admirer of Pyrha- 
goras, having conſider'd his diſcourſe of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, threw himſelf, ſays Hermip- 
pus, into the flames of e/£rna, in a paſſionate am- 
bition of immortality. | 

30. When Democritus * had all his life-time 
laughed at the follies of mankind, he at laſt ſtared 
the happineſs of man to conſiſt in the ſerenity of 
bis mind, + which he calls &, ç26; and drawin 
near his death, he uſed means to prolong his 5 
three days, that he might live to pay his devo- 
tion to the Goddeſs Ceres, and cloſe his eyes in the 
concluſion of her ſolemmity. 

31. Heraclitus, *,* who, on the contrary, 
from a more humane principle, and agreable to the 
example of a much better man, poured forth river; 
of tears, becauſe men kept not God's law; being aske! 
wherein true i/dom conſiſted ? made anſwer, Tha 
it is the only wiſdom in the world to know that MIND 
which governeth all things: who, faith & enophon, 
1s all eye, and all ear ; all things at once; omniſcient, 
omnipotent, and eternal: and is not, ſays Aeliſſn, 
to be raſhly ſpoken of, becauſe not filly known. 

32. Epicurus diſdaining the abſurd notions of 1 
multitude of Gods and Goddeſſes, and deteſting that 
ridiculous account of them which men had taken 
up from the poers and other fabulous writers, ſet his 


.*. See the Life of Empedocles, tranſiated out of Diogenes 
Laertius, by Dr. Fetherſton. * Srnplic, Con ment. in 4. 
riſt. Phyſ. + See the Life of Democritus, done out of 
Greet by S. White, M. D. * See the Life of Heraclitus, 
trauſſated out of D. og. Laert. 64 P. 4 Fſ; 


philoſophical 
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fo hiloſophical wit to work, (in which Democritn 
[ad [ed him the way ) to give an account of the 
beginning and continuance + of all things in nature 
without the notion of a Deity. Whereupon he ad- 
vances a moſt phantaſtic ſuppoſition, namely, that 
the world took its beginning from a fortunate con- 
| fucnce of infinite little particles of matter, which 
he calls Atoms; and this he affirms with a greater 
meaſure of confidence than one could have expe- 
cted on ſuch a ludicrous ſubject: but after all, 
he leaves his ſcholars to labour under many inſu- 
perable difficulties, about the erernity, the ſhapes, 
and the firſt-mover of his Atoms, and the producti- 
on of creatures of ſenſe and underſtanding out of 
thoſe inſenſible parts; with many other forcible 
objections which utterly deſtroy this cobweb Apo- 
theſſs, However his great admirer Lucreſius com- 
mends this philoſophical whim at a high rate, and 

| extols the author above the clouds; but in ſuch 
expreſſions as will rand and ſtigmatize * him in 
the opinion of all ſober men to the end of the 

„ world: for he commends Epicurus as the firſt that 
durſt encounter the notion of a Deity, and had there- 

1 by ſet the minds of men free from the fear of God, 
t which had long kept them in awe. Yer Cotta aſ- 
n ſures us, that he was fo far from gaining his be- 
s loved eaſe and pleaſure hereby, .. that no ſchool-boy 


was ever more afraid of a rod, than E Pickrus was 
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. + See the Life of Epicurus tranſlated by R. Kippax, M. A. 
of * Oui primus colere contra eſt Oculos auſus, Kc. Lucret, 
s, *. Nec quenquam vidi qui ea que timenda eſſe negaret, ma- 


gis timeres mortem, dico & Deos, Cic. de Nat. Deorum, |. 1. 
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of a acity and Death, tho* in words he ſeem'd to de. 
ſpiſe both. © So hard is it, faith the “ learned 
Biſhop Stillingfleer on this occaſion, for an Epicure. 
an, even after he hath proſtituted his conſcience, 
to /ilence it: but whatever there be in the air, 
there is certainly an elaſtical power in the con- 
&« ſcience, that will bear it ſelf up, not- with ſtand- 
ing the weight that is laid upon it. | 

And whereas this unaccountable Fx pens of 
the production of all things by a caſzal couflux of 
Aon has found too many favourers in this age, 
eſpecially as ciltivared by the wit and learning of 
ſome french Pi !oſophers ; it deſerves our molt ſe- 
rious remarks, tat as * himſelf is reported by two 
I ancient authors to have run mad, and to have killed 
himſelf ; ſo likewiſetwo ingenious gentlemen in out 
time, who did no good * to their generati- 
on, the one by tranſlating Lucretius .. into Engliſh 
verſe; the other, a great part of him into :I: proſe, 
found ſomething fitting ſo heavily upon their 
minds, tho' they were in no mean outward cir- 
cumſtances, that both of them followed their ad- 
mired author in his diſmal exit, putting an end to 
their lives with their own hands: the one hanged, 
and the other piſtoled himſelf. 

May all prophane its take thoſe fair and loud 
warnings, and no more preſume to exert their bold 
flights againſt the infinitely iſe, holy, and righte- 
ous God; leſt they periſh in their petulant folly, 
and daring infidelity. Mien may be deceived, but 


* Geneb. Chron. l. 2. + Pet. Crinit. de Poetis Latinis, 
J. 2. . 19. Mr. Creech. : Mr. Blount. 


7 


God 
com 
terre 


then 


(ad. 


was 


} de. 
ned 


Axt. 


A Careleſs World. 43 


God will not be mocked. If Atheſtical men ever 
come to a juſt ſenſe of their horrible guilt, the 
terror and aſtoniſhment of it is enough to overſet 
their minds, and burſt their hearts; as it evidently 
dd Mr. Ryley's, * according to the account given 
of him by a late writer; upon whoſe table, it is 
fad, after he had hanged himſelf, a copy of verſes 
was found beginning thus : 


Forgive, ſiucet Chriſt, blaſphemy, 

Wh can but glean corey dam. & c. 
Ending thus: 

A ſhut up Heaven, the ſharpeſt rod; 

A enaving hell, an angry God. 


We may here likewiſe with ſorrow reflect on the 
unhapp ; Gary of young Mr. J. H-----dent, who 
after a {ber education, and a good repute for vir- 
tue and learning, fell into a roving ſcepticiſm and 
misbecoming manners; till at laſt finking into a de- 


ſponding melancholy, he cut his own throat: 


which, with the laſt falſe ſteps of his life, he la- 
mented as much as the ſhortneſs of his time and 
difficulty of ſpeech admitted; and wiſhed to live 
longer, only to teſtifie the fincerity of his repen- 
tance. 

It is utterly in vain for men to attempt to root 
out the conſcience of God's Being or Providence 
and it is perfe& madneſs to acknowledge both theſe 
truths in the theory, and yet to diſcard them in pra- 


* See the book intitled, The terrible Storm improved. 
Printed for W. Freeman, 1705. + See the ſecond oc- 
ceſional Paper. Printed for M. Wotton, 


tice: 
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ice: both ways, men plunge themſelves into an 
overwhelmin 2 of guilt and horror. 

We find 3 learned Cicero * proving out of the 
confeſſions of the more ingenuous followers of Epi 
curus, that there is a neceſſity of acknowledging : 
firſt principle + of all things, and the poſſible 
of extirpating the belief of a God: for ſince this 
belief neither aroſe from cuſtom, . combination, nor 
any law, but hath been the common ſentiment of 
mankind in all ages, conditions, and climates, it ap- 
pears to be the natural reſult of human underſtan- 
ding ; and therefore even thoſe perſons whoſe guilt 
hath made this truth very troubleſom to them, and 
would willingly have been rid of it at any rate, 
have found themſelves unable to overthrow it. 

Dioniſins, Diagoras, and I hecdorus, with man 
others of thoſe times who were called Atheiſts, got 
that name rather by expoſing the ridiculous opini- 
on of a multitude of Gods, than by a total disbe- 
lief of a Deity 5 as many learned men have apolo- 
gized for them. 

3. When Protagoras .. the ſceptic, whoſe tri- 
fling whimſies led him to doubt of every thing, e- 
ven tho he ſaw or felt it, began his book thus; 4s 
for the Gods, whether they be, or be not, I have nothin 
ro ſay. The magiſtrates of Athens highly hn 
this profane trifling with ſacred things, and they 


* See his Book, De Natura Deorum. + Non aliter 
tam ſiabilis Opinio permaneret, nec c:nfi-maretur diuturni- 
tate Temports, nec una cum Seculis At/ t buſque Hominum 
inveterare potuiſſet, Cic. de Nat. Deor. |. 2. . See his 
Life tranſlated out of Diogenes Laertius, by S. White, M. D. 
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* baniſh'd him out of their city; and condemn'd his 
book to be burnt by the common hang-man. And 
© after this, when he and his friend Pyrrho were ask- 
ed, why they walked ſo much alone? {They anſ- 
| wered, that it was to meditate how they might be 


good. And being asked farther, What neceſſity 


| there is of bein good, if it be not certain that there 
is a God? They replied, it cannot be certain that 


there is none; and therefore it is prudence to pro- 


vide ſor the worſt. 


As to this indeed good and wicked people ſtand 
in circumſtances vaſtly different; for the good man 
hazards little or nothing by his pious life. He parts 
with exorbitant luſts indeed, which it is even his 

reſent intereſt to deſtroy ; and his virtue brings 
Lim ſo much of a preſent reward, that he enjoys 
greater inward reſt and ſerenity than he could do 
without it. He is alſo more healthful, more reſpe- 
Qed and befriended, more ſecure and free even in 
this world; and after death he cannot be leſs happy 
than a wicked man, if there be no God. But on 
the contrary, if there be a God, he will be as 
much happier , as an unſpeakable and unchangea- 
ble ſtate of bliſs is better than a complication of e- 
ternal exquiſite rorments. 

Our late moſt reverend Arch-biſhop Tillorſon 
argues on this point with his uſual force and clear- 
neſs of reaſoning, and ſays; © If the arguments for 
« and againſt the being of God were equal, and it 
e were an even queſtion, whether there were one 
« or not; yet the hazard and danger is fo infinite- 
ly unequal, that in point of common prudence 


* every 


46 Fair Marnings to 


ce every one is bound to ſtick to the ſafeſt ſide of 
ce the queſtion , and to make that his hypotheſis 
<« to live by. For he that is a thorowly prudent 
& man will be provided for all events, and will take 
c care to ſecure the main chance, whatever hap. 
« pens. But the Atheiſt, in caſe things ſhould 
cc fall out contrary to his opinion and expectation, 
ce hath made no proviſion in this caſe. If contra. 
ce ry to his confidence, it ſhould prove in the iſ- 
<« ſue that there is a God, the man is loſt and un- 
« done for ever. If the Atheiſt, when he dies, 
finds that his ſoul has only quitted its lodging, and 
remains after the body; what a ſurprize will it be 
to find himſelf among a world of ſpirits, entered 
on an everlaſting and unchangeable ſtate, for which 
he had no regard, and made no proviſion ? 
34. Pyrrho * was one of the moſt abſolute ſcep- 
tics that ever was; for he many times ran the ha- 
zard of his life by disbelieving his ſenſes ; and he 
certainly would have loſt it by his fooliſh princi- 
ples, but that ſome of his friends conſtantly atten- 
ded him to keep him out of harms-way. Yet af- 
ter all, he could not raſe the notion of a future life 
out of his mind, but would often repeat that ſaying 
of Euripides, + Who knows but that our death may be 
a birth into a more perfect ſtate of life, in compariſon 
with which, our preſent life may be called a ſort of 
death ? 

And Fpicurus himſelf, in his letter to Mianeccus, 
faith, He declares him a fool who is vain at death, 
wherein, becauſe of the conſequence, ſaith he, there is 
Lord Montaaigu' 2 ſys, + Diog. Laert, 


us 
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mw jeſting; it being of infinite concernment to be ſe- 


rious. 
Let us now conſider the ſentiments of a few of 


the Philoſophers and learned men among the Ko- 
mans. 


5. The famous Marcus Tullius Cicero was not 
only an incomparable orator, but a philoſopher too 
of the farſt rank. He ſpeaks ſometimes with ſuch 
a ſurprizing zcal for God and virtue, as would in- 
dine one to think that it proceeded from ſome di- 


vine emotion; without which indeed, according 


to his own maxim, * None could ever be a great 
N. u. 

With what diſdain did he conſider the Epicurean 
doctrine? f We are far, faith he, from being of 
« the mind of thoſe who make all things give 
« place to their pleaſures, as the Beaſts do; and we 
6 5a good reaſon for it ; for they, who fix their 


| « minds on ſuch low and baſe things, can never 


« duly contemplate the high, the magnificent and 
« divine things above. 

He pleads with powerful Arguments for the Im- 
mortality of the Gul in his Tuſculane Queſtions; 
and concludes, that no body would be induced to 
achieve great and noble .*. things without great 
hopes of eternal rewards. And when he came to 
fix his great mind on the condition of men in old 
ape, he ſpeaks very ſublimcly on that ſubject; and 
aſhrms, = That this life which is ſpent in the 


* Nuſquam wir magniuts ſme aliqus Aflatu Dis ino. 
Cie. de Amicitia. „Sine ſte magna Immortalitatis, 
Libro de Scuecliete. 
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ce fetters of the body, deſerves not the name of lik, Þ tho 
« jf compared to the life we expert hereafter. H:. 
ce profeſles that he had always lived with an eye to. 
ce the great recompences of a future ſtate, and had 
ce been ſupported by that hope in all the great fx 
cc tigues that he had undergone for the publick 
« good”. And among all the divine expreſſions, 
which abound in his works, this one deſerves to be 
written in all publick places in letters of gold; 
namely, That one day well ſpent is better than a vi. 
cious eternity. an 
36. Seneca, a man of great parts, learning, pru- len 
dence, and experience, after a ſerious ſtudy of all ter 
the Philoſophy that was then in the world, was al. Þ (ot 
molt a chriſtian in his ſevere reproofs of vice, and go 
recommendations of virtue. His expreſſions are 1. 
ſometimes divine, excelling the common ſphere of be 
heathen Authors: and tho' we have many reaſons 
to look on thoſe pretended letters of Seneca * to of 
St. Paul, as ſpurious, yet we cannot but think that I m 
his natural light + was much improved by the glo- he 
rious beams of chriſtianity, which then began to in 
enlighten the people of Rome. How great and ex- I at 
cellent is that expreſſion of his in the preface to his I of 
natural queſtions! } O ! what a pitiful thing, ſays I ch 
he, would man be, if his ſoul did not ſoar above 
theſe ons E s? And tho' he was ſometimes 


doubtful about the future condition of his ſoul, yet 1 4 
he tells his dear Lucilius, with what pleaſure he 1“ 
* I 

* Seventeen in Num er. + See Monſ. du Pin, Vol. l. | 
pag. 24. 04% am contempta res eſi homo, niſi ſupra hu- } * 
mana ſe erexerit. ar 


thought 
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thought of its future bliſs. And then he argues, 
E.. That the ſoul of man hath this mark_ of divinity in 
oÞ it, that it is moſt pleaſed with divine ſpeculations, and 
d comerſes with Fs as with matters in which it is 
eh concerned: And when the ſoul, ſays he, 
k & ” hath once viewed the dimentions of the heavens, 
„ ” + it deſpiſes the meanneſs of its former little cot- 
x tage. Mere it not for, theſe contemplations, pro- 

=» he, it had not been worth our while to | Sh 
| came into this world; not would it quit coſt to be at 
| any pains or Care about this preſent life. And at 
kngth he concludes this argument with a very 
remarkable reaſon for the 3 bliſs of pious 
ſouls; ſaying, 4 Let ut not wonder that good men 
go to God after death, ſince God vonchſafes to enter 
re ue them here, ro make them good; for no ſoul can 
of Þ be good without God. 
Ns 37. Manilius, Seneca's cotemporary, complains 
%o of the imperfect and impriſoned ſtate of the ſaul of 
at I man upon earth. It looks out of the body, ſays 
> be, as out of a cage; and is continually flutter- 
to ing about, and delighting it ſelf to look out, now 
-n this part, and then at the other; to take a view 
is of the whole wniverſe by degrees: And he con- 
ys cludes thus, :I: What wonder is it, that man ſhould 
ve o the world, who has a world in himſelf? 


Et hoc habet argumentum divinitatis ſue quod illam 


A > - 


ec drvina delectant, nec ut alienis intereſt ſed ut ſuis. + Con- 
he rtemnit Domicilii prioris Anguſtias, * Detrahe hoc ineſti- 

mahle Bonum, non eft Vita tanti ut ſudem aut eſtuem. 
Y Miraris 4 omimes ad Deos ire? Deus in hominem wen't : 


1 Nuila ſine Deo mens bona, Sen. Ep. 73. . Quid mirun, 
mojcere muwndum ft .. homies. quibus efl & mundus in ills ? 
| ” 
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In fine, if we conſult all 4 rzhoſe ancient and 


modern writers who treat of the diſpoſitions and mas- 


ners of men in the various times and parts of the 
world, we ſhall find all the learned, ſober, and 
ſerious part of mankind agreed in this, viz. That 
the notion of God and religion is the firſt thing writ- 


ten in the minds of men, and the laſt blotted out: 


And that if you take away the belief of the being 
and providence of God, you will at the ſame time 
deſtroy all true reaſon, faith, virtue, peace, honour, 


yea and all ſociety and commerce among men. 


Among all the diſcoveries of thoſe large govern- 
ments, and thoſe innumerable petty diſtricts of 
pcople, in the vaſt continent of America; What 
one little diviſion of them has there been found, 
that had no ſenſe of a God and a future ſtate! 
They have been found ignorant of all liberal arts 
and ſciences, yea, leſs provident for, themſelves in 
framing habitations, =; laying up ſtores, than the 


very birds and beaſts that live with em in the ſame 


woods; yet they generally expreſs'd a very lively 
ſenſe of a glorious ſupreme being that does them 
good; with terrible fears of Tas, malicious in- 
viſible powers which are prone to do them hurt: 
ſo that however brutiſh- and barbarous they appear 
in other things, they have intermixtures of religi- 
ous notions, by ws they govern themſelves. 
And tho' theſe their ſentiments of God are very ei- 
roneous and abſurd, yet they are not without ſome 


good fruits of moral behaviour; ſuch as chaſtity, 


+ Raymund. Berg. Theol. Gentium; Raymund. de Sab. 
Theol. Nat. Stuchius. Eig. Cic, de Na, Deo. Cc. 
truth, 


A Careleſs World. 51 


truth, temperance. and the like: and as Cicero ob- 
cſerves of other people of the like condition, © tho? 
« * they know not the true God whom they 
1 ought to ſerve, yet they know that they ought 
(to ſerve ſome God.“ 
Wee are therefore conſtrained by the force of 
 Þ rafon, as well as the evidence of fact, to pay a 
| juſt deference to the judgment of this great man 
* ſt mentioned, + M. T. Cicero, who had ſtudied 
this point with particular application and accuracy, 
| to ſatisfy his own mind and conſcience in it, and 
was a man of extraordinary learning and capacity 
to find out the truth or falſhood of what he ap- 
plicd his mind unto: and we find him ſummin 
d, vp the whole matter in his excellent 74/culane Que- 
ſtions, where he ſays, 4 © there is no nation ſo bar- 
is © barous, none ſo void of humanity, but that 
n IF © they retain ſome ſenſe of a Deity. Many have 
odd Imaginations of God, yea, they have ſunk 
into very depraved notions of the Deity, thro” 
their vicious cuſtoms and manners: but there 
is no nation but owns a nature and power di- 
vine: nor could this ever come to paſs by hu- 
mane contrivance or correſpondence, or by hu- 
ca mane inſtitutions and laws; it has been fo uni- 
v” | © verſal both as to time and perſons, that it muſt 
be deemed a law of nature. Many people that 


ei I} © have neither had arts, laws, nor letters, yet have 
me IF © had their Gods; thinking it unreaſonable ( as 
ty, 

cab: * Et, qualem Deum haberent, ignorant, 1amen hat en- 


dum ſciunt. Cir. Tuſe. Ouæſt. T M. IT. Cieno. + 
NM Geng tam fera & barbara, &C, 


2 the 
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ce the ſame great man goes on) that all men ſhould 


„. believe and find a mind and reaſon in them- 


&- ſelves, and yet conceive that there is none in 
* the world: or that there ſhould be ſuch 2 


& wiſe and exact order kept up in the whole ſcheme 
of things in the heavens, the earth and ſeas ; 
and yet that there is none to be reverenced for it. 


. Faſtin Martyr, in his ſermon to the Gentiles, 


quotes Orpheus, the Sybils, Homer, Sophocles, and 


other learned\keathens, to this very purpoſe. And 
* Tatian derides the Grecian Philoſophers for ad. 
ding ſuch amaſſments of idle fables to the natur 
notions they 'had of- God. and religion, and the 
future ſtate. 

Vea many of the wiſeſt and beſt of the heathen; 
do not only plead with zeal for a life to come, 
but alledge inſtances of ſome that have appeared to 
their friends after their death to confirm them in 
the belief of it. 

Plutarch, in his book of the late vengeance if 
God, brings in one Timarchus from the ſtate of 
the dead, declaring the vaſtly different conditions 
of good and bad men there, according to their dit- 
ferent lives on earth. Plato, who wrote an | 
borate treatiſe of the Immortality of the Soul, relate 
the ſame thing of Eris and Pamphilus, two lewd 
perſons, in his books of the Common Wealth. He- 
rodotus does the like in the inſtance of one Ari 
teus; and | Heraclides gives a parallel account of! 
woman in his time. 

* Vide Tatiani irritonem Græcorum, Ed. Oxon, f Ti 
tar. de ſera Dei Vinicta, 

The 


| looſed 
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Theſe are all grave authors and of good repu- 


nation. And the like inſtances might be produced 
* out of the Greek and Latin 
* old the teachers and inſtructors of men in morals. 
Orpheus, Homer and Virgil, who where the moſt 
| eſteemed among them, introduce the ghoſts of 
the dead, as the awful monitors of the living; tor 


ts, who where of 


which cauſe Plato, as little as he loved poets, calls 


* thoſe before mentioned, the fathers of wiſdom and 
| of good conduct. And truly ſince we ſee moſt 
men, when dying, very earneſt in undeceiving 4 
| looſe and careleſs world as to the concernments of 
| rdigion 3 Why ſhould it be thought improbable, 


that 72 ſhould retain the ſame diſpoſitions when 

rom the body ? Or unlikely, that they 
ſhould have a deſire for the ſame thing which the 
condemned Epicure * requeſted in our bleſſed Savi- 
ovr's parable ; I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
worldeſt ſend Lazarus to my father's honſe, for J 
have five brethren, that he may teſtifie unto them, 
leſt they alſs come into this place of torment. * 

If wicked men on this {ae the grave could 
but be brought to a firm belief of the rormenrs, 
which their predeceſſors in vice feel in another 
world, it would pall their appetites to ſin, and 
ſet them into ſuch a fit of trembling, as St. + Paul's 
reaſoning about a judgment to come cauſed in Falix. 

Many hiſtorians make mention of a diſcourſe 
concerning the reſurrection, which was held by 
Rabbi Gamiel and Rabbi] Meir, in the preſence 
of Julius, Ceſar and Cleopatra queen of Fyypr ; 

Luke 16, 27. 28, + A, 24. 25, 

f 3 in 
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in the concluſion of which, the queen faid to 
Rabbi Meir, We know that they who lie down 
in their graves ſhall ariſe again; but ſhall they 
s ariſe naked or cloathed in the reſurrection? The 
e Rabbi anſwered, I argue from the leſs to the 
greater, in the inſtance of a grain of wheat; 
the wheat is thrown naked into the ground, 
and comes up beautifully arrayed; much more 


* the bodies of the juſt. | 


Maimonides with the reſt of the Fewiſh Talmu- 
aifts place the ſouls of good men under the throne 
of glory in the bundle of life: and the book of 


Moſes his lite-repreſents that patriarch chiding his 


foul for its delay in going out of the body into 


rhe ſociety of glorious angels, under the throne of 


the divine majeſty. 
 Adahb:met diſcourſeth in his Alcoran of the bleſ- 
fed ſtate of good men, begun in the inward plea- 
ſure of their minds here, and perpetuated hereat- 
ter in the paradice which he there deſcribes. 
The Perſian Ali and his followers expreſs their 
notions of a future ſtate afrer the ſame manner: 
and the Arabian authors deſcribe it in allegories 
not unlike the fancies of the Greek and Latin poets 
concerning the Eh/ian fields and paradice. 
Plato's diſcourſe of the feaſt of pious ſouls in 
the contemplation of the firſt and real being, bears 
{ome reſemblance to the notion of happineſs among 
the Fews, from whom he probably learnt it, in 
beholding the Shechinah, or the light of the coun- 
tenance of the king of life, and to the chriſtian's 
beatifick, viſion. © 


Now 
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Now, ſince we find theſe notions of a ſuture 
ſtate diſperſed among all men in all parts and times 
of the world; yea even among thoſe who are ſo 


ignorant that they know not how to ſpeak proper- 
ly or pertinently of it; it is a great argument of 


the force and power of this truth, which makes 
its way through thoſe thick foggs of ignorance 
and barbarity, by which many other truths of lets 
importance have been utterly overlaid. So that 


whatever irregularities abound in the lives of men, 


they uſually breath out their ſouls in the with of 
Averroes the Arabian, * Let my foul be with 
« the virtuous. The fame man being greatly 
pleaſcd with the Egyptian hieroghyphick, of the ſoul, 
which was a Pyramid; and the correſpondence 
thus : As a Pyramis, if it be turned about its axis, 
the axis ſtill continuing the fame, is geometrical- 
ly transformed into a new ſolid cone; ſo mars 
mortal body, having gone its rounds, as it were, 


in this circle of time, upon the immoveable center 


of the ſoul, ſhall become a new body, and unite 
again. | 

Now upon the whole matter; What can a care- 
leſs debauched perſon ſay to theſe things? Tho' 
he ſturdily bears up at preſent againſt theſe impref- 
ſions, Can he think that he ſhall always be able to 
brave it out againſt God and his own conſcience? 
Can he fancy that he ſhall not, at leaſt in the laſt 
hours of his life, condemn himſelf with very diſ- 


mal reflections on the folly, and terrible forebo- 


ding of the puniſhment of his ſin; as the whole 


Sit Anima mea cum Philoſophis. 


D 4 world 
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world of ſinſul and unthinking people hath done 
before him? And ſurely there cannot be in this 
life a more diſmal condition, than for any one to 
ſee their ſhort life of ſin and vanity expiring, and 
their eternal eſtate of horror and torment commen- 
cing. Well may we then behold them in cold 
ſweats, ſnatching at the hands of ſuch as are near 
them, and even rending themſelves with piercing 
groans and cries. And what a diſmal thought is 
it, that theſe are but the ſmall beginnings of thoſe 
infinite and unutterable torments which follow. 

Yet very few will take theſe fair warnings in 
time, whilſt they may prevent the like ruinous e- 
vents They flight religion in their health and prof- 
perity tho* they cannot but eſteem it in time of 
danger and at death. 

What can we fay to theſe things? But that * 
Madneſi is bound up in the hearts of theſe men. It 
would otherwiſe be utterly unaccountable, that 
any reaſonable creature ſhould reject the ſweer and 
excellent goverment of God, with the infinite 
privileges and promiſes thereof; and obſtinately 
embrace the tyranny of the Devil with his ever- 
laſting chains of darkneſs : till at laſt having ſpent 
their ſtrength and time in theſe mad deluſions, 
and having exhauſted the r and periſhing 
pleaſures of fin, they fant room in the 


few minutes that remain betwixt time and eter- 


nity, looking back on what is paſt with piercing 
1ezrer, and forward on what is to come with hor- 
rible amazment : till the dark curtain of death 
* Fccleſ. 9. 3. 
cloſes 
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ne ; cloſes up the diſmal ſcene and ſtrips them of every 
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thing that can be called an enjoyment; and leaves 


them alone to dwell with a pained conſcience and 
divine vengeance for ever. | 

Now that no humane greatneſs or power 1s able 
to skreen any one from theſe juſt and reaſonable 1m- 


preſſions will be the ſubject of the next chapter. 


CHAN V. 


The ſentiments of mighty Emp:rors and 
Kings, and of great Princes and Ge- 
nerals, concerning Religion and a fu- 
ture State. 


W E have already ſeen the i/e/# of men in 
all ages reverencing religion and owning a 
future ſtate, in their laſt and moſt ſerious hours; 
when they could not be ſuſpected of diſſimulation 
or deſign: yea, when the vehement accents of 
their dying ſpeeches ſeemed to demonſtrate both 
the —_ and the ſincerity of their hearts. Theſe 
were too mam and too wiſe to be impoſed upon. 
And we come now to behold the greateſt of men 
doing the like; who were too powerful and mag- 
nanimous to be otherwiſe overaved or affrighted. 

1. We will begin with the firſt tyrant upon 
record, the mighty Nimrod, who Sls the M- 
rian empire, and after his hunting of wild beaſts 
became a cruel perſecutor of men, and is thercfore 
termed, * A mighty hunter before the Lord. Yet 


* Gen. 10. 8. 
D 5 this 


— 


— —— ͤ— — — — — 
a" i 2 - 
* eee = 


” _ 
A 
CC own T ASA 


- 2 — 


| 
5 
y 
f 
14 
; 
* 
1 


— ͤ̃ .. 
4 — — x — 8 r 


58 Fair Marnings to 


this haughty prince acknowledged at laſt, that + 
God's dominion over him was greater than his ove: 
his ſubjects; and inſtituted the worſhip of the 
ſun and ſtars, as the inſtruments of God's govern. 


ment, as .*. St. Auguſtine and others think. And 
when this proto-tyrant was carried away by evil 
ſpirits, as Aunius in his Beroſus relates it, he cryed 
out; Oh! One year more, Oh! One year more, be. 
fore I go to the place from whence I cannot return: 
And looking towards ſuch as were by, he ſaid; 
what ye ere born to do, do whilſt life remains, As 
if he would have ſaid, with wiſe Salomon; What- 
Joever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdom in the grave, whither thou goeſt. 

2 Ninus, who ſucceeded Nimrod, tho' not im- 
mediately, is thus deſcribed by: l: Colophonins. Ninus 
the great emperor, who never ſaw the ſtars, not 
deſired to ſee them; who neither worſhipped 
the ſun, moon nor ſtars; nor ever ſpake to his peo- 
ple, not reckoning them ſtrong in eating and 
drinking, nor ſkillful in mixing wines; yet when 
he dicd, he left this teſtimony upon his romb to 
be conſidered by all men, vix. Looking on 
« this tomb where Ninus lies, whether thou art 
« an Arian, a Mede, or an Indian, I ſpeak to 
« thee no frivolous or vain matter: Formerly 1 
« Was Minus, and lived as thou doſt: I am now 
* no more than a piece of earth. All the wear that 
« J have, like a glutton, eaten; all the pleaſures 


+ Abarb. in Par. Noach. . Aug. de Civit. Dei, 
6. 24. . I» Athenens his 12 Books, N 
« which 
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« hich I, like a beaſt, have enjoyed; all the fair 


* « women which I have ſhamęfully entertained ; 


Lg 


© all the riches and glory which I fo proudly poſ— 
ſeſſed my (elf of; all theſe have failed: and when 
« T went into the inviſible ſtare, I had neither 
« gold, nor horſe, nor chariot: I that formerly 
ce wore a rich crown, am now no more but poor 
« duſt. 
z. * Phul, the Aſjriax king, being advertiſcd 
that the oracle had declared, that he ſhould live 
but „ix years, and die in the ſeventh, commanded 
that they ſhould light up a multitude of lamps 
about his royal palace all the night time, inten- 
ding to ſpend the night as well as the day in mirth 
and diverſion. Ang now he boaſted that he had 
cluded the oracle, and that he would live twice 
as long as the time prefixed, by doubling the hours 
of cach day. But when he came to die, he cried 
out in great amazement, Oh! if I had thought that 
I ſhould have died as I do, I would not have lived 
4. * Sennacherib going forth with his army 
againſt Egypt» It came to paſs one night, that a 
plague of mice came upon him, and diſarmed his 


whole army, by gnawing in pieces their harneſs 


of leather. In memory whereof the ſtatue of this 
prince was erected in ſtone, holding a mouſe in 
his hand, with this inſcription; Thoſoever behold- 
eh me, let him learn to be religions. 

And no leſs ought to be learnt from the total 
deſtruction of this prince's army in the days of 


* See Herodotus his Euter pe. + Herodots. 


Hexechian 
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Hezechiah king of Judah; when by reaſon of 
the pride and blaſphemy of the king of Afhria, and 
the humble and earneſt prayer of the king of Ju- 
dah, God was pleaſed to deſtro in one night # 
one hundred fourſcore and five thouſand men in the 
Aſſyrian camp, by an angel ſent for that purpoſe; 
as God had promiſed by his prophet Iſaiah. 

5. How amazing where the diſpenſations of 
divine providence towards king + Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was brought down from the ſtate of an im- 

erial throne, to the condition of a poor beaſt, till 
be lified up his eyes in humble devotion to heaven, 
and bleſſed the moſt high; and praiſed and honoured 
him that liveth for ever; whoſe dominion is an ever- 
laſting dominion, and his kingdom from everlaſting to 
everlaſting 3 that is, till he paid his juſt homage 
to the * king of kings, * acknowledged that 
he and all other monarchs hold their crowns only 
at God's will and pleaſure. 

6. No judgment of God, that we any where 
read of, was ever more terrible or more confel- 
ſedly juſt than that of Belſhazzar, the laſt of the 
Alſſyrian emperors; who in the midſt of his cups 
a1d concubines, and in the height of his pride, ſa- 
crilege, and idolatry, on a day ſet apart for mirth 
and entertainment, was ſeized by the zerrors of the 
Lord ; and had his doom written before his face 
upon the wall, by the fingers of his inviſible 
judge: upon which, f His countenance 44 chang- 


+ 2 Kings, 19. 35, ce. See Dan, 4. compared 


with the Fragments of Vero us, Joſephus, aud Euſebius. 
* Dan. F. 21, 
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ed, and his thoughts troubled ; ſo that the joints of 
his loins were looſed, and his knees ſmote one anai 
the other. This turns the Whole feſtival jollity 
into a general aſtoniſhment; and thoꝰ the king ſent 
for his magicians and at laſt for a prophet of the Lord, 
to expound the Caldee ſentence, his own guilty 
breaſt fore-ſhews the true explanation of it, 4 
fearful preſages of divine vengeance. The wor 
written on the wall were theſe ene Mene, Tebel, 
Uphar/in, 1. e. God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
finiſh:d it; thow art urighed in the ballance, and 
found wanting; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Perſians. And in the ſame night 
was Belſbax ar king of Caldeans ſlain. 

7. Cyrus the emperor of Perſia, after he had 
long been attended by numerous armies, and vaſt 
trains of courtiers, ordered this inſcription to be 
engraven on his tomb, as an admonition to all 
men of the approach of death, and the deſolation 
that follows it; viz. * O man! whatſoever thou 
art, and whenſoever thou comeſt, I know that thou 
wilt come to the ſame condition that I am now in; 
Ian Cyrus, who brought the empire to the Perſi- 
ans; do not emvy me, I beſeech thee, this little piece 
of ground which covereth my body. 

. King Philip of Macedon, a great and wiſe 
prince, was ſo apprehenſive of the dangerous 
charms of earthly grandeur and pleaſure, that he 
appointed one of his pages to call upon him every 
morning to mind him of his mortality, and to ſay, 


+ Dan. 5. 6, 7. Ge. * Plutach's Jix es. 
Remember, 
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piators: © So dreadful a thing, ſays Plutarch in 
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Remember, Sir, you are 4 man; as if they only 
were duly qualified to enjoy earthly greatneſs,. who 
always remembred that they muſt ſoon part with 
it. 

9. Alexander, the founder of the Grecian mo. 
narchy, tho* he allowed himſelf in many exceſle; 
after his great conqueſts, and pleaſed himſelf in the 
baſe flatteries of ſuch as magnified him as a God: 
Yet both * Curtius and Plutarch teſtifie of him, 
that being convinced of the vanity of all earthly 
things, he called together the Gymmoſophiſts to re. 
ſolve him three queſtons, viz. Whether the living 
or the dead were moſt * How a man might become a 
divine and immortal being, which he called a God? 
Aud how a man onght to live ſo as to die well? And 
being art laſt extreamly troubled in his mind, he 
look'd upon every little matter as ominons, and 
filled his palace with diviners, ſacrificers, and ex- 


YALL 


1 


h . i 


« the concluſion of his character, 1s unbelief and 
* contempt of God, which ſooner or later 
« fills all mens minds, as it did this great man's, 
« with fears and terrors. 

10. Julius Ceſar was both a great ſoldier and a 
great ſcholar ; he fought two and fifty pitcht bat- 
tles, faith Solinus; took a thouſand towns; ſubdu- 
ed a multitude of nations, and laid the foundati- 
on of the Roman empire: but after all rheſe con- 
queſts he could not ſubdue the inſurrections of 
his own conſcience, which troubled him with 


See Put irch's Life of Alexander, 
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dreams, and terrified him with viſions; which put 
him upon frequent ſacrifices and conſultations with 
all ſorts of prieſis and augurs, tho' he found 
comfort from none; inſomuch that a little before 
his death, he was. as heartleſs as the ominous ſa- 
crifices that he offered; profeſſing to his friends, 
that ſince he had made an end of * Wars abroad, 
he had no peace at home: for having * contemned 
the laws of God and men in the management of 
his wars, particularly in his expedition againſt Ju- 
ba; he brought a load upon his conſcience, which 
made him always uneaſy ; and he could never get 
it off by all the expedients that he uſed for Fat 
purpoſe, 

11. But Cæſar's religious fears ſeemed to be ex- 
ceeded by thoſe of his murderer Brutus, of whom 
Plutarch reports, that he only ſlept a little while 
after ſupper, and then ſpent the reſt of the night 
waking ; and being thus awake in his chamber, 
faith the ſame hiſtorian, he was diſturbed by a ter- 
ible apparition, which told him that he was his e- 
vil genius, and that he 2vould meet him again at Phi- 
lippi; where he did appear to him again, to his 
great terror; ſo that at the laſt he retired out of 
the battle and fell on his own ** ſword : Caf- 


ſus, another of Ceſar's murderers, being flain a a 


Silent leges inter arma, was his anſwer to the Tribune, 
wao told him, it was againſt the law to rob the temp'e of 
Saturn. See Plutarch 's Lives, fol. 8 34. ** The 
Romans aſcribd it to a particular vengeance from above, 
that many of Cæſar's murderers killd themſe'ves with the 


fame ſwords with which they had ſtabb'd him. Plur.Lives, 


fol. 8 3 3 > . 
| little 
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little before by his man Pindarus, at his com- 
mand. 

12. Our own * Chronicle gives an account of 
the great uneaſineſs of king Richard III. after the 
— of his two nephews, the ſons of ki 
Edward IV. who was ſo hurried by continual fears 
and ſuſpicions, that he conſtantly wore private ar- 
mour, and uſually kept his hand upon his dagger. 
He ſtarted frequently out of his Rep, or rather 
+ ſlumber, for he had no ſound ſleep, fancying 
that ſome body rapt at his chamber-door ; and would 
call for his armour. He was particularly troubled 
in his mind the night before the deciſive battle of 
Boſworth, which he fought with the duke of Rich- 
mond his rival, and in it was ſlain; being oftcn 
heard to cry out as he lay on his bed, Take away 
theſe children from me. So that we ſee, religion can 
torment thoſe whom it cannot reclaim : it 1s a pier- 
cing goad for thoſe that will not ſubmit to its ea- 
fie yoke. 

13. 4 . be Cæſar had fuch a ſenſe of the va- 
nity and undeſireableneſs of this preſent life, that 
when he was dying, he ſpake to his friends about 
him to clap their hands; intimating, that this 
mortal life is but as a ſhort act upon a ſtage, and 
death the exit or going off it: and a little before 
his death, faith Suidat, when he conſulted the Py- 
thian oracle concerning his ſucceſſor, about the time 
of our bleſſed Saviour's birth, he received this an- 


* Sce Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle, + Credo no 
erat ſomnium, ſed Conſcientia ſcelerum. Poli, Ving. 
+ Suetonins de vitis Cæſarum. 


ſwer, 
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(wer, f That a Hebrew child commanded him 
« to leave thoſe ſhrines, ſo that he could no more 
reply to any that confulted him. Upon the 
receipt of which anſwer, Auguſtus is ſaid to have 
erected an altar in the capital with this infcription, 
* The Altar of the firſt-born of God. And it is 
moſt certain, that about that time he diſclaimed 
the title of Lord, aſcribing it to the LORD of 
al things. And when Tiberius heard of the 
wonders which attended the death of Chriſt, and 
that he roſe again out of his grave, tis ſaid, he mo- 
ved the ſenate that he might be taken into the 
number of their gods ; but the ſenate replied, that 
this could not be done, becauſe if he were accepted 
5 a God, they muſt part with all the reſt. For 
which Tertullian derides them, as if their Gods 
ſtood candidates for their Godhead in the ſenate- 
houſe ; laying 1+ *“ With you it depends on the 
« will of men, whether there ſhall be a God or 
e not, and unleſs it pleaſe you, he ſhall be no lon- 
« ger accounted a God. 

14. ** Tiberins Ceſar, having ou himſelf up 
to great licentiouſneſs, became at la 
the juſt anger of heaven againſt him, that he trem- 
bled at every clap of thunder, and ſought to ſe- 
cure his head from it by wreaths of laurel, and 
ſometimes by taking ſhelter in a grott or vault, as 


See Mr. L. Echard's Eccl. Hiſt. p49. * Ara pri- 
mo-geniti Dei, Oroſus, l. 7. c. 2. Aud vos Divi- 
nitas de humano Arbitrio profitetur, & niſi hominibus Deus 
placuerit, Deus non erit, er. Tertul, Apolag. * Sueth- 
ius de Tiberio. 


Caligula 


ſo ſenſible of 
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Caligula did by running under his bed: and at hf, 
ſays Tacitus, the crimes of Tiberius were fo turned 
into puniſhments, that he thought nothing in th: 
whole world would more confirm any one in 
virtuous life than to ſee the breaſts of wicked men 
opencd, and there behold the wounds and gaſhes 
which guilt, lufts, and evil thoughts, make in 
their very vitals; which neither the grearneſs of 
their fortune, nor the pleaſure of their diverſions, 
nor the ſolitude of their retirements are able to Þ 
remove. And being thus inwardly tormented, he I p- 
expreſſes the anguiſh of his foul to the ſenate in ſeq 
theſe words; + What ſhall I write to ou, noble ſes I fu 
nators; or indeed, what ſhall I not 2write at this time:; till 
all the powers above proſecute my deſtruction, and I tu 


feel it aaily more and more, Such effectual convic- be 


tions had he, ſaith Dion Caſſius, of the great God te 
that made and governs all things. It 
15. The emperor Nero indulged his violent 1 1 
luſts and paſſions to ſuch a monſtruous pitch of | d 
extravagancy, that ſome divines have thought the t 
utmoſt degrees of humane corruption demonſtrated c 
in him for the humiliation of mankind : * He 
rackt his own invention, and employ'd others to | 
find out new ways of luſt and of cruelty, even to- 
wards his near relations and friends. Bur all his 
licentiouſneſs was not able to divert or ſuppreſs his 


conſcious thoughts of an offended God. If he 


+ Druid vobis ſcribam, P. C. aut quomodo ſcribam, aut 
quid omnizo non ſcribam hoc tempore? Dit Deæque om ae, 
pejus perdunt, &c. Sueton. de Tiverio, * Arbiter Nero- 
mane Libidinis, Sueton. a 


Was 
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vas in the midſt of theatres, feaſts, or ſports, the 
ꝛpprehenſion of a juſt God ſeized him, ſtung his 
heart, and ſpoiled his mirth. If he laid him down 


upon his bed with all his guards about him, the 
thoughts of the many brave men he had killed trou- 


| bled him; and above all, faith ** Dion, the ghoſt 


of his mother Azrippina, whom he had baſely trea- 
ted and barbarouſly murdered, tormented him. So 
that at the ſame time that he ſcoffed at religion, 
he feared it. He defied ſacred reſtraints with his 
lips and in his actions, and yet trembled at the con- 
ſequences thereof in his heart. He was wild as a 


| ſtung beaſt a while, and at laſt ſottiſh as a tame one; 
till at laſt his mind being torn with exquiſite tor- 


tures, and finding no means of expiation or caſe, he 
beſought the ſenate to take ſo much pity on him as 
to kill him, to fave him the horrible — of doing 
it himſelf: having nothing that gave him more tor- 
ment, than that he could not be an atheiſt; having 
due warnings given him of divine vengeance by the 
tt burning of Diagoras, the lice of Phericides, the 
dogs of Lucian, and the thunder- ſtiuck Olympins ; 
as well as by the fearful deaths of many others 
who led atheiftical lives. 

16. Titus Veſpaſian, the ornament of the Roman 
empire in the ſtare of heatheniſm, was called the de- 
lizht of mankind; for he was of ſuch a generous and 
obliging temper, that he was never obſerved to ſend 
any one out of his preſence with a ſad countenance ; 
and if he could not at night call to mind any remark- 


tf Vide Dion. Prif. O- 
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able good done by him in the day paſt, he would 
ſay, * Alas, my friends, I have loſt a day. He had 
ſuch an humble ſenſe of God's government of the 
world, that he refuſed to wear the crowns thx 
were ſent him upon his conqueſt of Jeruſalem, ſay. 
ing, f It was not I that did it, but God, to puniſh a 
wicked people. And ſo ſerious were both he and Ner- 
va in the ſenſe of God's ſovereignty over men, 
that ** Apollonius Tyanens obſerves of them, that 
they were never ſeen to laugh or play. 

17. Otho, having killed Galba, could not kill his 
his ghoſt ; which, he ſaid, proſecuted him with 
continual revenge, and gave him deeper wounds 
than Galba had received from him: ſo that he 
came to that ſerious concluſion which, I Livy ſays, 
all men come to in their diſtreſs, namely, to ac- 
knowledge the being and providence of God. Up- 
on which St. Cyprian remarks, f That it is the _- 
of folly and impiety, for any one not to regard thoſe 
awful ſentiments of God, which none can be without. 

18. Jugurtha, ſays .*. Saluſt, after his many vil- 
lanies, & not a quiet day or Night; nor could he 
truſt in the friendſhip of any man, or the ſtrength 
of any place, for his ſecurity. He feared every 
body, and waxed paleatevery noiſe ; running from 
one room to another many times in a night, in a 
manner very unſeemly for a prince 2: . He would 


* Amict, Diem perdidi. + Pexel. p. 35. 0 Ui. 
de Philoſtratum in vita Apollonii. + Preſe Deos eſſe & 
non negligere humana fremunt, Liv. I. 3. 1+ Hec ef 
ſumma delitti, &. Cypr. de. van, Idol. *. Neque enim 
poſt id Fugurtha, Cc. Saluſt. f Vide Saluſti Hiſt. 
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ſometimes ſtart up out of his ſleep, and betake him 
ſelf ro arms, diſturbing the whole palace. From 
which that Hiſtorian concludes, that there is a God 
within men, who records all they do, in order to a 

ture reckoning. This is likewiſe by Tertullian made 
an argument of a Deity, ++ «© We may, ſays he, 
« prove the being of a God from what we feel in 
« our own ſoul, which tho” kept cloſe in the pri- 
« ſon of the body, tho' depraved by ill principles, 
« tho' weakned by ſundry luſts and paſſions, yea, 
« tho' enſlav'd to falſe Gods; yet when it awakes 
% and recovers, as out of the amuſement of drun- 
« kenneſs or ſleep, it owns, fears, and appeals to 
« a God; and repenting looks up to heaven from 
te whence it came. 

19. The emperor Adrian celebrated his own fu- 
nerals, and carried before him his coffin in triumph 
whild he lived; as who would by this hierogly- 
phick preach the doctrine of mortification to all the 
princes of the world, more powerfully than words 
alone could do it; ſhewing them, that their riches 


rund honours, pomps and pleaſures, have their ſeats 


only in the phantaſie and imagination, and will 
therefore abide with them but a little while, as 
a dream or notion: but that virtue and religion 
have their foundation in ſolid reaſon, and will a- 
bide with men as long as they have any being; ac- 
cording to that ſerious obſervation of Guevara, 
who was both a courtier and a recluſe; who af- 
firmed, That the pomps and pleaſures of princely courts 

++ Ex Anime ipſius Teſtimonio probamus Deum, qua li- 
cet Corporis carcere preſſa, c. Tertul. Apol. 
| are 
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are but publick penances ; and that a ſerions life is the 
only true and laſting pleaſure. 

20. Alexander Severus allowed the free exerciſe 
of the chriſtian religion, on the acount of that ex. 
cellent rule of lite enjoyned in it, Do not to another 
that hich thou wouldeſt not have done to thy ſelf 
Which this emperor fo admired, that he ordered 
It to be written in ſeveral rooms of his palace in 
capital letters, yea, to be engraven on his plate, 
and to be proclaimed at the execution of male- 
factors. + 

21. Julian the Apoſtate is deſcribed by Crakan- 
thorp and others, as one of the * worſt of men: 
yet he gave this teſtimony to religion towards the 
end of his liſe. We have all, ſaid he, by na- 
« ture ſtrong perſuaſions of a divine being, to 
ce whom we mult look up; and I conceive, faith 
ce he, that our minds are to God, as our eyes are 
ce to light. | 
But he manifeſtly acknowledged his averſion to 
him that is the true light of the world, in thoſe 
dying words of his, when he found himſelf mor- 
tally wounded in the battle with the Parthians, 
t Thou haſt overcome, O Galilean! at once ownin 
the power, and vilifying the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as +} Naxianxen obſerves. 

22. Cains Fabricius, the Roman general, in the 
war with king Pyrrhus, that great ſoldier, who 
had invaded 7raly and threatned Rome it ſelf, gave 


* Quo tetrius magiſque Deo ſimul er hominibus ind iſum 
Animal Gros vix vidit. Cr Kk m. de Previdenta, + - 
ciſti Galilae ? ++ Naz. Or. 4. in 5 ulian, 
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a moſt heroic inſtance of his immoveable virtue, to 
this his dangerous enemy : for when the king's 
phy ſician offered to poiſon him, in a letter to Fa- 
bricus, to ingratiate himſelf to him; Fabricius diſ- 
dain'd the treachery of this baſe man, and imme- 
dately ſent the letter to the king, that he might 
do juſtice upon the traytor; which made Pyrrhas 
break forth in a rapturous admiration of his ene- 
my, ſaying, This is Fabricius, hom you can no 
nore move from his integrity and honour, than you 
can alter the courſe of the 72 And after this, he 
ſoon clapt up a peace with the Romans; being am- 
bitious of the friendſhip of ſuch virtuous and brave 
men. 

23. The great ** Scipio, having taken new Car- 
thage, and therein many young ladies of great beau- 
ty, himſelf being then but two and twenty years 
old ; would nor (For any of em to be brought be- 
ſore him, but ſent them away to their husbands 
and other relations, without giving his curioſity 
the leaſt ſatisfaction, that he might not ſuffer even 
the moſt remote defilements : which noble con- 
queſt of himſelf was ſoon follow'd by the con- 
queſt of all Spain, and of vaſt territories in Africk; 
Hannibal himſelf not being able to fave Carthage, 
the long rival of Rome. | 
It is obſerved of this great man, that he had fo 
juſt a reverence for the ſupreme being, that he 
never went about any buſineſs in the ſenate till he 
had been at his prayers in the capitol; looking for 


* See Plutarch's Lives, fol. 898. 
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no good ſucceſs from the conſults and endeayoyy 
of men without the bleſſing of God. 

24. When Fabius Maximus, that wiſe and v. 
liant general, undertook the defence of the totter. 
ing Roman ſtate; he was not more diligent in train. 
ing his ſoldiers, faith + Plutarch, than in ſearching 
the books of the Sybils, telling his country-men, 
that they were overthrown by their impieties, more 
than by the valour and conduct of their enemies for. 
ces, or the raſMneſs or weakneſs of their own. And 
therefore he prudently began the reſtoration of the 
ſafety and honour of his country in the neceſl 
puniſhment of vice, and the re-eſtabliſhment of 
virtue and good manners: Bringing that deſponding 
people, faith the *4* hiſtorian, by religion, to bei. 
ter hope and conrage : IT: them not to fear the 
their enemies, but to reverence the Deity. And when 
the ſame general was asked, what ſhould be done 
with the Gods of Tarentum; he replied, Let us leave 
ro the Tarentines the Gods that are angry with them, 
And when he had occaſion to ſpeak of the great 
victories he had becn honoured withal, he faid, 
But theſe you muſt aſcribe to the goodneſs of God, 

25. Camillus, in f Plutarch, appeals in a moſt 
ſolemn manner to the + xm being, as judge of 
right and wrong; confeſſing, after all his great ex- 
ploits, that he owed not his greatneſs to his own 
actions, but to God's favour, who was upon all 
occaſions preſent with him by many great mani- 
feſtations. Of which extraordinary appearances 

+ See Plutarch, in the Life of Fabius Max. fol. 152. 
#1* Jdem. fol. 160. ++ See Plutarch's Lives, f. 115. 
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from above, Plutarch diſcourſes with great judg- 
ment, adviſing that we be neither too forward nor 
too averſe to believe them; becauſe ſome have by a too 
eaſie faith fallen into ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm ; o- 
thers by too obſtinate an unbelief, into irreligion and 
looſeneſs : warineſs and a mean are the beſt. 

26. Saladine, a wile and valiant eaſtern monarch, 
after all the glory of his conduct and conqueſts, or- 
dered theſe words to be proclaimed at the head of 
his army, to be communicated to poſterity ; name- 
ly, Great Saladine, magnificent conqueror of A. 
« {ia, and monarch of the whole caſt, carries away 
« nothing with him to the grave, as the fruit of 
& his victories, but this ſhirt which covereth the 
mould of his body, and even this rag of lin- 
nen too fortune giveth him only to give the 
& worms. Fxi & nihil amplius. I have | th and 
* that is all. 3 ſe : : 
27. Charles the Fifth, emperor o Germany, kin 
of Spain, and nay the  aberland, „alter — 
had fought three and twenty pitch'd battles, won 
four kingdoms and eight principalitics, and had had 
the honour of fix triumphs, at laſt retired from 
all theſe ſplendid fatigues to enjoy the unparallell'd 
3 and honours of religion; in order to which, 
he reſigned his dominions, celebrated his own fu- 
nerals, and ſhut himſelf up in a monaſtery; leav- 
ing this teſtimony to the chriſtian religion; name- 
ly, That the ſincere embraces of it offorded ſweets and 


— 


Joys that courts are ſtrangers to. | 
One of the veterane officers of this great prince, 
coming to him one day with a requeſt that he 
E - would 
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would grant him a diſmiſſion from his military 
employment, was asked by the emperor, unwil 
ling to part with ſo good a ſoldier, whether any 
diſguſt, or deſire of a higher poſt, had occaſion d 
this requeſt ? To which he replied, Vo, Sir, but 
it is highly requiſite that there 's ſame ſpace for ſe- 
rious thought berwixt a ſoldier's life and his death, 
The emperor was much affected with this anſwer, 
and it was thought to have no ſmall influence up- 
on him in the reſolution he afterwards took, of re- 
ſigning his empire, and retiring to a private life, 
This ſame emperor, having held a private conſe- 
rence with his brother's ambaſſador till it was very 
late at night, knock'd for his ſervants to light the 
ambaſſador down ſtairs; and none of them appear- 
ing, the emperor himſelf took the candle, not- 
withſtanding all that the ambaſſador could do to 
revent it; and when he parted with him at the 
ttom of the ſtairs, he ſaid, Sir, remember that 
jou ſay Charles the Fifth, who had been attended 
ſuch numerons armies and noble retinues, without 
a ſervant at hand to do him the leaſt ſervice. 

2.8. Philip the Third of Spain, lying on his death- 
bed, ſent thrice at * midnight 2 Florentins, his 
confeſſor and chaplain, to athſt him in his laſt mo- 
ments: who, coming to his bed, diſcourſed to 
him of the approach of death, exhorting him to 
ſubmit to the will of God. To whom the king 
all in tears, replied, you may remember that in 
your ſermon on Aſh-wedueſaday, you ſaid one of 
your auditors might die this lent ; this touched 

* March 1. 1621. 
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de, and behold now my fatal hour is at hand: 
„% [ball I attain eternal happineſs? And here great 
Y rief and trouble of nd Giving the poor prince, 
d 0 faid to the confeſſor, ſurely you have not bir up- 
on the right way of healing; is there no other re- 
* W nedy? Which when the confeſſor thought he had 
6. WW ſpoken of his bodily diſcaſe; the king ſpeedily re- 
" plied, 4b! Ab! I an not ſolicitous for my body and 
y temporary diſeaſe, but for my ſoul. 'To which 
'Ce 


the confeſſor ſaid, I have done what I can, and 
muſt leave the reſt to God. And here he took oc- 
c- ¶ caſion to diſcourſe of God's mercy 3 and withal 
minded the king of what his majeſty had done 
he for the honour and worſhip of that God before 
u- whom he was going to appear. To which the 
ot king replied, Ah]! how happy had it been for me, 
o if had ſpent thoſe three and twenty years in retire- 
ment which I have paſſed on the throne of Spain. 
bat ©} To this the confeſſor rejoin'd, that it would be ve- 
aed ly acceptable to God, if he would lay his king- 

om, his majeſty, his life and falvation at the fecr 
of his erueified Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and ſubmit 
the W himſelf ro his will. Y/ullngh, willingly, replied the 
his heart- ſick king, will 7 do this; and from this mo- 
no- went do I lay all that Gad gave me, daminions, 
| to power, and fo, a the fret of Feſur Chriſt my Se- 
110 ¶ viowr, who was crucified for me; whoſe image he 
ing, then kiſſed with great affection; and then told Flo- 
tin entius, that he had really ſuggeſted matter of great 


of MW comfort to him: which were ſome of the laſt 
hed © words he ſpake. 


E 2 29. King 
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29. King Charles I. of England, having as he 
confeſſed, paſſed two acts contrary to his con- 
ſcience, the one to the prejudice of the churchs 
of England and Scotland, and the other for the death 
of the earl of Srafford, he is reported to have I 
mented them all the days of his life; and that be 
thought he met the rebukes of divine providence 


in the long train of afflictions and diſappointment 
which afterwards attended him: and when he ws 
told, that his death was reſolved on, he ſaid, “ 
c have done what I could to ſave my life, with- 
« out loſing my ſoul, and ſinning againſt my con- 
ce ſcience. God's will be done. 

30. His elder brother, prince Henry dying in 
his youth, concluded his life with theſe words 
«« O Chilſſt, thou art my redeemer, and I know 
cc that thou haſt redeemed me; I wholly depend 
cc upon thy providence and mercy; from the ve- 
cc ry bottom of my heart I commend my foul in- 
ce to thy hands. 

This pious prince uſed to ſay, that he knew m 
ſport or diverſion that was worth an oath : and her. 
ing ſome perſons diſcourſing about the puritam of 
"thoſe times, he ſaid, « = 1 8405 not what 2 
c call puritan preaching, but he loved that preaching 
« teſt that al ah as to his heart. Where the 
miniſter ſpake, as attorney Noy ſaid of Dr. Preſton, 
As if he knew the mind of God. yl 

A perſon of quality waiting on this prince in hi 
ſickneſs, who had been his uſual companion 
tennis, and asking him how he did? was at- 
{ſwercd, Ab Tom! 7 wiſh in vain, for that * 
| hic 
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vhich I leſ with thee and others in vain recre- 
© ations. 


« Now my ſoul, be glad, faid he, for at all 


r parts of this priſon the Lord hath ſer his aid 
to looſe thee; head, feet, milt, and liver are 
failing; ariſe therefore, my ſoul, and ſhake off 


« thy fetters; mount from this body, and go thy 
% way. 

5 We will conclude this chapter with the ac- 
count of the Roman emperor Galerius, who was 
one of the chief promoters of the * tenth pagan 
perſecution of the chriſtians, and exerciſed unheard- 
of cruelties towards them ; + ſetting the ſoles of 
their feet to the fire, till the fleſh contraſted and fell 
off from the bones; clapping burning torches to 
ſeveral parts of their bodies at once, withal length- 
ning their miſeries to the utmoſt extent he poſſibly 
could. But the juſtice of God did not ſuffer this 
bloody man to continue his ravages above five 
years; for at the beginning of the 2 year of his 
tyranny he was ſeized with an ulcer in the lower 
— of his body, which ſoon turned to a cancer, 
ut proceeded very ſlowly, according to his pro- 
ceedings with the chriſtians. His body Was turn- 
ed to a maſs of corruption, and bred ſwarms of 
worms, which preyed upon him, and could not 
be removed by any means. The paſſages of his 
urine and excrements were mixt, the membranes 
deing corroded that ſeparate them: and beſides 
this, he had a dropſy, which ſwelled his legs and 

* 4. D. 205. + Sce Mr. Echard's Eccleſiaſt cal 
Hiſtor y, pag. 462, 463. 
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feet to a prodigious bigneſs, and the ſtench of lu 
body was even intolerable. Thus he, who had or- 
dered the fleſh of the holy martyr Donatus to be 


plucked off with pincers, ſaw his own fleſh pull 
off from his bones pitce after piece by the hand 
of God: and he, who lengthened out the ſuffer- 
ings of many excellent chriſtians to the utmoſt dy- 
ration, was himſelf put thus on the rack for a 
whole year together by juſtice from above. And 
at laſt his lethargic conſcience awakened, and he 
was forced to confeſs the only Lord God, and 
give glory to his Son Jeſus Chriſt, publiſhing an 
edict in favour of the chriſtians, opening their 
priſon-doors, and promiſing to rebuild their chur- 
ches, and to make reparation for the miſchiefs he 
had done them ; withal begging their prayers for 
him. This was very like Pharaoh's late recanta- 
tion, * Go and ſerve the Lord your God, and bleſi 
me alſo: and this too, as in the caſe of Pharaoh, 
a little while before his death. This one inſtance 
of divine vengeance upon Galerius is fo full, and 
ſo fitted to return the very ſame meaſures which 
this violent perſecutor had meted, who even puſh- 
ed on Diocle/ian himſelf to farther cruelties than he 
would otherwiſe have inclined to, that it may in 
ſome meaſure ſerve the reader inſtead of that 
excellent volume” which Lactautius wrote of the 
Deaths of Perſecutors. 
Thus the greateſt monarchs, and moſt valiant 
enerals, and moſt haughty perſecutors, came at 
fit to bow before the footſtool of the king of 


* Excd. xii. 31, 32. 
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| kings, and _ both their crowns and laurels, 
together with t 


eir ſouls to him that gave them. 
And tho' they have been flatter'd perhaps with 


the titles of invincible and immortal, they find 
* they muſt die like other men, and bring their por- 
tion of duſt to duſt :- and in concluſion are con- 
' ſtrained to join in St. Pauls doxology ; Now to 


the os eternal, immortal, mwviſible, the only wiſe 
| c 


God, be honour, and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Cair; . 


The ſentiments of noblemen and perſons 
of character, and of ſtateſmen and 
perſons of eminent learning, concern- 
ing religion and a future Pare. 


WIV have already ſeen the ſentiments of migh- 
ty emperors, kings and generals, concer- 
ning religion and a life to come, in their laſt and 
moſt ſerious hours. Let us now draw near to the 
death-beds of ſtateſmen and perſons of character and 
diſtinction for their learning and other peculiar en- 
dowments ; and we ſhall ind em of the ſame mind. 
An infallible proof that religion is no court- device 
or politick contrivance to keep people in awe, and 
to make them the more governable by humane 
laws; tho' this is indeed one excellent fruit of our 

divine religion. | 
1. We will begin with cardinal Woolſey, the 
principal ſtateſman of his time, and ſuch a pecu- 
4 liar 
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lar favourite of king Henry VIII. that he gave 
up the whole government of his dominions to his 
management; by which means this cardinal amaſ- 
ſed together ſuch vaſt treaſures to himſelf, that he 
excclled many princes in magnificent treats, pre- 
ſents, and equipage 3 but above all, in vaſt and 
ſplendid buildings: for he built the two royal pa- 
laces of Ihite-hall and Hampton-court; kink wh 
with the noble college of Chriſt-church in Oxford, 
and a fine hoſpital at /pvich, his native town; and 
in ſhort, he aſcended to ſuch a height of glory and 
power, as to give laws to moſt of the courts in Eu- 
rope: yet after all, he had the mortification to ſee 
the ſpring-tide of his earthly glory decline to a low 
ebb; and being ſent for from his arch-biſhoprick 
of Cork by a meſſenger from the king ; to anſwer 
to ſuch things as were alledged againſt him, his 
great ſpirit, unaccuſtomed to the Rocks of adver- 
ſity, bowed down at once under the weight of it, 
to ſuch a degree as quite brake his heart: ſo that 
he died on the road from Vr to London, with this 
mournful reflection on the conduct of his life, to 
the honour of religion: Had 1, ſaid he, ſerved my 
God as zealouſly as I have ſerved my prince, he ould 
not have forſaken me in my old age. 

2. Sir John Maſon, who was a privy-counſcl- 
lor both to king Henry VIII. and king Edv. VI. 
when he came to lie on his death-bed called for 
his clerk and his ſteward, and delivered his mind 
to them to this purpoſe, viz. 4 That he had ſeen 
ce five princes, and been privy-counſellor to four; 
and that he had been admitted to the utmoſt im- 
- | portant 
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« portant tranſactions of ſtate for thirty years to- 
« gether; and all my experience and enquiry into 


| « things, ſaid he, have brought me to theſe ſolid 
thoughts, namely, that ſeriouſneſs is the greateſt 
c wiſdom, temperance the beſt phy ſick, a good 
| « conſcience the beſt eſtate: and were I to live my 
days over again, I would change the court for a 


« cloyſter, the buſineſs of a privy- counſellor for the 
« retirement of a hermit, and prefer one hour's en- 


| « joyment of God in the chappel, before the whole 
life J have lived in a palace. All things now for- 


« ſake me, but my God, my duty, and my prayers. 
z. The earl of Leiceſter was a ſtateſman of like 


ſingular eminency in the famous reign of our ex- 
celſent queen Elizabeth, giving a continued proof 


of his uncommon abilities in the many weighty af 
fairs which paſſed under his direction: but all the 


wit and abilities of the former part of his life were 


far excelled by the ſerious wiſdom of the latter part 
of it; in which he drew up an irrefragable ſcheme 
of religion; ſhewing, with a ſort of demonſtra- 
tive certainty, that man is not ſo much diſtinguiſh- 
ed from a beaſt by reaſon as by religion; and that 
religion is indeed the moſt noble improvement and 
exaltation of true reaſon; nothing in the world be- 
ing more reaſonable than that perfect truth ſhould 
be firmly believed ; the greateſt good principally 
embraced ; the higheſt authority ſupremely reve- 
renced ; the firſt cauſe and maker of all things moſt 
dutifully owned and feared ; and in ſum, that 
they who are made by God, ſhould live wholly 
to him, and iraprove all for him. This is the e- 
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ternal foundation of religion and virtue; which tho 
ſome may elude, none can ſubvert; being as ce. 
tain, as that man is a reaſonable creature, and tha 
baſe ingratitude, and the barbarous returning of in. 
ſolence and affronts for kindneſs and benefits, ar: 
no commendable qualities in man: and by conſe. 
goes that ſuch like offences againſt an almighty 
overeignty will pull down juſt puniſhments upon 
the head of the vile offender, and that rheſe puniſh. Þ 
ments will be eternal, becauſe the guilr is infinite, Þ 


and this is hell: as a ſupreme delight in the chict. 


eſt good intimately and perpetually enjoyed make; 


haven. 


4+ Sir Chriſtopher Hatton needs no greater chars. i 


cter, than that he was one of the admirable miniſt 

of the aſoreſaid illuſtrious reign : and he likewiſe, a 
little before his death, gave up his mind to religious 
concerns, and calling his relations about him, he 


. earneſtly exhorred them to a ſerious and diligent 


peruſal of the * ſcriptures; for if it be, ſaid he, 
a commendable thing to know the laws and cu- 
{toms of our country, how much more to under- 
ſtand the ſtatutes of heaven, and the laws of eter- 
nity ; thoſe unchangeable laws of righteouſneſs, by 
the obſervance of which we may obtain everlaſting 
favour in the ſight of the great monarch of the 
world : 93 with the words of the royal 
pſalmiſt, 7 have ſeen an end of all perfectian, but the 
commandments of God are exceeding broad. We may 
become perfect maſters of vulgar arts and ſciences, 
but we an always find ſcope for farther progrels 


in divine attainments. 


5. Sir 
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5. Sir Francis Malſingham was another great man 
in the ſame miniſtry, and he likewife had great im- 
preſſions on his thoughtful mind concerning God 
and a future ſtare, as we may fee in a few lines of a 
ſcrious letter that he wrote to the lord-chancellor 
Burleigh : O We have liv'd enough, my lord, to our 
e country, to our ſovereign, and to our fortunes: 
« It is high time that we begin to live to our ſelves 
« and to our God. In the multitude of affairs 
« that have paſſed through our hands, there muſt 
« be ſome miſcarriages, for which a whole king- 
« dom cannot make our peace. 

The retirement and unuſual penſiveneſs of this 
great man, then ſecretary of ſtate, being looked up- 
upon by his friends at court as a fit of melancholy, 
fome of 'em came to him on purpoſe todivert him : 
but Sir Francis ſoon palled their jocular humour, 
ſaying, „Ah! my friends, while we laugh all 
ce things are ſerious round about us: God is ſeri- 
e ous, Who exerciſeth patience towards us; Chriſt 


« js ſerious, who ſhed his blood for us; the Ho- 


10 y Ghoſt is ſerious, who ſtriveth againſt the ob- 
« {tj 


nacy of our hearts; the holy ſcriptures bring 
« to our ears the moſt ſerious and important things 


„in the whole world; the holy ſacraments repre- 


« ſent the moſt ſerious and awful matters; the 
« whole creation is ſerious in ſerving God and us; 
& all that are in heaven and in hell are ſerious; how 
then can a man, that hath one foot in the grave, 

* jeſt and laugh. 
6. Sir Thomas Smith, who was likewiſe ſecretary 
of ſtate in the ſame reign, after his great ſervices » 
$ 
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his ſovereign and the publick, and in particular to 
our two univerſities in ſettling the payment of their 
rents by the corn-rate; became ſo deeply ſenſible of 
the great care and application that is neceſſary to a 
due preparation ſor the life to come, that he quit- 
ted all ſecular buſineſs, and diſcharged all unneceſ- 
ſary attendants, and ſent to his worthy friends the 
biſhops of Wincheſter and Worceſter, intreating them 
c to draw up the plaineſt and exacteſt method of 
« making our peace with God, and of holy living 
in this preſent world, according to the directions 
ce of God's holy word” : Adding, That it is great 
pity, that men know not to what end they are born into 
this world, till they are ready to go out of it. 

7. Sir Malter Rawleigh, whoſe worth needs no 
comment, diſcourſing of the happineſs of man, at 
a meeting of many learned men which he uſually 


held in the tower of London, moſt demonſtrative- ing 
ly proved to them, that the true and fixed tran- aln 
quility of our mind, and the well-grounded peace inc 
of our conſcience, which is abſolutely neceſſary to ſti 
a happy ſtate, is only attainable by our fincere and thi 
habitual regard to religion; which not only gives pre 
us great peace in this world, but improves and ſe- fla 
cures it to eternity. And in his admired epiſtle to ce 
| his excellent hiſtory of the world, he brings toge- fa 
tler a cloud of noble inſtances of the marvelous re- an 
tributions of divine providence, 1n inſtances taken co. 
rom the hiſtories of the kings of England, France, W 
and Spain; where he ſhews, that fuck princes as uſe to 
the horrible methods of poifoning or aſſaſſinating, 2. 
to remove ſuch as they defire to have taken out of ac 


their 
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their way, do but teach others to do the ſame by 
them and theirs; ſo that fraud and violence ſeldom 
fail to work the ruine of their authors in this life 
as well as that to come. ; 5 
8. We will here mention but one more of the 
renowned men of that brave reign, which is Sir 
Philip Sidney, who was a perſon of admirable en- 
dowments and univerſal accompliſhments, of which 
the wiſe queen he ſerved was not inſenſible, and 
therefore uſually called him her Philip ; as the then 
rince of Orange, for the ſame reaſon, called him 
Ea and indeed his character grew ſo fa- 
mous abroad, that the eſtates of Poland would wil- 
lingly have choſen him to be their king. But 
theſe worldly glories had but a ſhort duration, and 
when this great man came to the cloſe of his too 
ſhort life, he deeply lamenred the levity of that 
ingenious romance of his, called Arcadia, which 
almoſt every body elfe admired for its uncommon 
inoffenſiveneſs. But dying perſons make their e- 
ſtimates with greater ſeverity than others, and 
therefore Sir Philip would have had that romantick 
product of his youthful fancy committed to the 
flames, leſt it ſhould be a mean of kindling inde- 
cent heats in others: and when he took his laſt 
farewel of his friends, he faid, Love my memory, 
and cheriſh my friends, whoſe faithfulneſs to me may re- 
commend them to you ; but above all, govern Jour 
will and affeftions, by the will and word of your crea- 
tor. In me behold the end of this world, and all ts 
vanities, The lord Brooks had ſuch a value for this 
A 
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ſcribed on his tomb, as an epitaph ſufficiently ho- 
nourable, Here lieth Sir Philip Sidney's friend. His 
death was lamented by the king of France and 
Scotland; and was the mournful theme of the ſtu- 
dents in both the learned univerſities of this our 
nation. 

Theſe ſix great men laſt mentioned were ſome 
of the famous miniſters of ſtate to our wile and 
valiant queen Elizabeth, who are by ſome called 
her dry miniſters, from their ſobriety : who, a 
we ſee, no ſooner eaſed their minds of their cares 
for the publick ſafety, but they charged them with 
the important care of their ſouls and falvation ; a 

rt of wiſdom which we ſometimes find in the 

reaſts of the greateſt foreign politicians, as well 
as thoſe of our own nation, when they come to 


think ſeriouſly and cloſely of the matter. 


9. Count Gundamar, the Spaniſh reſident here 
in the reign of king James I. who was thought 
inferior to few in wit and policy, was ſo unhnp- 
py as to give the reins to looſe and extravagant ap- 
petites in a great part of his life; but at length he 
taſted the bitterneſs of his fins to that degree, . that 
he would often repeat the words of Axſelm with 
great vehemence, and ſay, 7 fear nothing in the 
world more than ſia : profeſſing ſeriouſly to his 
friends, that if he ſaw the horror of ſin on one 


hand, and the pains of hell on the other, and muſt | 


chooſe one, He would rather leap into hell, than fall 


ino ſin. Adding, that tho he had formerly indul- 


ged himſelf in very indecent liberties, he had now 
rather be torn in pieces with wild horſes, than. commit 


Haun ſin with deliberations 10.Care | 
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10. Cardinal Richlien was ſuch an accompliſh'd 
maſter of the politicks of this world, that he laid 
the unhappy foundation of aggrandizing the mo- 
narchy of France, to the great prejudice of all Eu- 
rope. But this is a depth of the wiſdom of this 
world, which the — of God aſſures us * comet h 
to noug ht; and bleſſed be the good RING of 
God which hath in part fulfilled the ſame before 


our eyes. This great politician confeſſed to Peter 


du Moulin, that he had been led into many irregu- 
larities in his paſt life by that which they call rea- 
ſon of ſtate, which gave his conſcience great diſſa- 
tisfaction; inſomuch that he was ſometimes tem 
ted to try to eaſe his mind by the disbelief of a 
God and a future ſtate : but he found, he confeſ- 
ſed, the notion of God ſo ſtrong on his ſoul, and 
the footſteps of the divine — Frog ſo clear in 
the frame of the univerſe, rhat this temptation 
could never make any deep impreſſion upon him. 
« I feel, ſaid he, the powers of the world to come; 
% and do 0wn it to be the great wiſdom of man to 
&« live as one that muſt die, and to die as one that 
« muſt live for ever.” And being asked one day 
why he was ſo fad? He anſwered, Monſſeur, Mon- 
frenr, the ſoul is a ſerions thing; it muſt be ſad here 
for a moment, or be ſad for ever. 

11. His ſucceſſor cardinal Maxarine went too 
far in the ſteps of his politick predeceſſor, purſu- 
ing the grandeur of France and his own intereſt by 
all means which he thought conducible to his pro- 


poſed ends, tho' he could not think them lawful. 
* 1 Cor. ii. o. 3 
But 
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But his conſcience would not long bear theſe op- 
preſſions, whatever the ſubjects of France did, 
but alarmed him horribly with its terrors: where- 
upon to get ſome relief he opened his mind to a 
learned Aae of the Sorbon; and in a ſort of 
deſpair cried out in the words of the emperor A. 
drian, * O my poor ſoul whi:her wilt thou go? And 
after ſome diſcoark with him he ſent for his con- 
feſſor, and required him to deal freely with him 
in the concerns of his ſoul; and at laſt caine to 
a folemn vow to ſpend ten hours of every twenty 
four in devotion ; and to allow no more but ſeven 
for reſt, four for repaſts, and but three for buſi- 
neſs: and ſpeaking one day to the queer mother, 
he ſaid; Madam, your favours have undone me; 
and if I were to * my life again, I would be 
a capouchin rather than a courtier. 

We here ſee that theſe great ſtatemen, who 
knew how to bring kingdoms and ſtates to obſerve 
their dictates, yet could never bring their conſci- 
ences to take ſuch meaſures as they would wil- 
lingly have impoſed upon them: which demon- 
ſtrates that religion is not the crafty device of men, 
but the eternal law and power of God; who will 
make the knees of the proudeſt men bow to his 
ſovereign majeſty firſt or laſt, and will conſtrain 
the moſt prophane lips to confeſs him. And as 
to that retirement, which many of theſe great men 
wiſhed too late, that they had choſen for the con- 
duct of their lives, when they were juſt conclu- 


* Animula vagula, blandula, que ibis in loca horrida? 


Cc. 


ding 
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ding them, we ſhall ſee ſome wiſe men making 
this pious retreat in due time, in the following In- 
ſtances. : 

12. * Vergerins an Italian biſhop of great pie- 
ty, being convinced of the pernicious corruptions 
of the Roman church, quitted his biſhoprick, and 
retired into Switzerland, that he might there en- 
joy a calm retreat with the free enjoyment of the 
bleſſed goſpel : and inſtead of loading himſelf 
with worldly treaſures, when he left his wealth 
ſee, he brought with him, what he more f 
a few excellent books, and among theſe one writ- 
ten by Seignior Fohn Yaldeſſo, containing CX di- 
vine n 3 which author now properly 
falls in to be next conſidered. | 

13. + Seignior Fohn Valdeſſo, was of the nobi- 
ws of Spain, and was endued with ſuch a favour 
of religion, that his familiar diſcourſes at the Span- 
iſh court very happily induced many perfons of 
the beſt quality to a ſerious regard for religious 
concerns. Dr. Donne remarked of his book of 
divine conſiderations, that not one of them, tho” 
they are one hundred and ten, ends without men- 
tioning ſomething of the honour due to our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, This noble lord, having 


lived long in the court, ſaw a neceſſity of retiring 
thence in good time; for God had taught him to 


ſeek his kingdom in the firſt place: fo that he 


retired from the amuſing ſple of that earthly 


* See the Preface to Valdeſſo's 110 Conſiderations, writ- 


ten by, Calius Secundus Curio, + See the ſame Epiſtle 
of C. Secundus Curio, 


court, 
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court, to contemplate and ſecure the glorious king- 
dom of his beloved maſter above; making it the 
buſineſs of his life to draw as many as he could, 
to bear him company in this, glorious undertak- 
ing, in which he had very conſiderable ſucceſs ; 
for that the truth of his words were mightily en- 
forced by the known ſanctity of his life. 

14 * Galeatins Caracciolus makes a third in- 
ſtance of the like nature. He was marqueſi of 
Vico in Italy, of a noble extraction and a great 

_—eſtate : he had very near relations of powerful in- 
| tereſt both in the court of the emperor, and in 
that of Rome; and met with extraordinary temp- 
tations from all theſe to keep him in the corrupt 
| religion in which he had been educated, thar 1s, 
| the Roman. But God, who had enlightned his 
mind, did alſo fortify his heart; ſo that he effec- 
, tually performed all that St. Jerome determined to 
do, if he were ever brought into the like circum- 
ſtances: for he ſlighted the pathetic letters of his 
uncle and other noble relations: he was unmoved 
by the intreaties of his parents, the cries and tears 
of his wife and children, and the loſs of his hon - 
our and eſtate; and in fine, he forſook his coun- 
try and all that was dear to him therein, to enjoy 
at Geneva the ſaving truths of the bleſſed goſpel, 
and to inherit the promiſes made therein to ſuch 
as leave all ſor his ſake: yea, he glorified in pro- 
feſſing theſe reproached, deſpiſed and perſecuted truths 
of the goſpel; and with Moſes, to whom the 


* See his Life written firſt in Italian, then in Latin by 
Beza. and in Engliſh by Craſhaw, 
| hiſtorian 
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hiſtorian compares him, he choſe rather to ſigſer 
liction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſm for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach 
of Chriſt as greater riches than the treaſure of Egypt; 
becauſe he Fad 


reſpect to the recompence of reward, 
and endured as ſeeing him who is inviſible. And 
upon a full experience of the change, he uſed to 
ſay, That he perferred one hours communion with 
Grit, before all the riches and pleaſures of the world. 

Theſe are uncommon precedents of the love of 
God and faith in his Son : but we have ſome 
gleames of the fame illuſtrious ſpirit in other noble- 
men. 

13. The learned lord * Bacon uſed to obſerve, 
that true and deep philoſophy always led men to 
a ſublime admiration of the firſt cauſe of all things, 
and a profound regard to his will and honour 5 
and that religion is the firſt principle of right rea- 
ſon; and that piety, virtue, and honeſty make the 
ſweeteſt life in the world; for ſuch live in honour, 
and die in peace: whereas wicked men live a baſe 
and diſhonourable life at preſent, and inherit ever- 
laſting ſhame and contempt in the other world. 

16. The earl of Srrafford, in the reign of king 
Charles the firſt, at the mournful concluſion of 
his life cried out, O truſt not in man that ſhall 
die, nor in the ſon of man that ſhall be made as graſs. 


There is uo confidence in princes : the only thing 
that ſtands by a man is the blood of Chriſt and the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, 

* See his Confeſſion of Faith and Devotion, Printed in a 
ſmall Trad, 


17. To | 


dd 
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17. To this purpoſe alſo did the truly honou- 
rable lord Capel, who died likewiſe on a ſcaffold 
for his faithfulneſs to the ſame prince, exhort his 
ſon to ſerve God faithfully, and to put his truſt 
in him alone; telling him, that whereas it was un- 
certain, whether that earthly inheritance, which did 
of right belong to him, would come into his hands, 
he would bequeath him a better legacy ; namely, 
the prayer of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. iii. 8. Lead me, C 
Lord, in thy righteouſueſi, becauſe of mine enemies: 
make thy ua Frag before my face. Aſſuring him, 
that an-upright life, with the favour of God, is 


better than all worldly ſubſtance. And then ſad 


to him, Boy, I would have thee be a plain honeſt 
man. | 
18. After Don Lewis de Haro had lived a great 
while the grand favourite of Spain, with too little 
deference to religion, he grew m ſerious, and 
his thoughts were in a manner wholly taken up 
with the infinite concerns of another life: upon 
which one of the merry wits at court droll'd up- 
on him, as prieſt-ridden, and amuſing himſelf a- 
bout the abſtruſe things of an inviſible and im- 
mortal life to come. To which the Don replied 
in the words of Tertullian. The being of God 
and the immortality of the ſoul of man are things 
known by the light of nature; and tho' the latter 
is not ſo generally known as the former, yet the 
moſt ſober and learned heathens have earneſtly con- 
tended for it ; yea, the moſt degenerate of the hea- 
thens acknowledge a God of Gods ; and every one 


Quædam etiam Natura nota ſunt, &c. Tertull. 
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N is ready to conſeſs it in any difficulty. For in 


caſe of danger he cries, God, help me: and in caſe 
of injury, he ſays, God ſees my wrongs, and knows 

innocency. Yea, the meaneſt of the vulgar will) 
ſcarce part with his friend without ſaying, God be 
with you, or, I commend you to God. And tho 
ſome vain people fay, That which is dead hath no 
ſenſe ; enjoy your ſelf therefore whilſt you live, after 
death there is no pleaſure : yet here I will call to 


mind that which is more wiſely faid ; even that 


vanity is in the heart of man, and that the wiſdons 
of the world is no better than folly, And then if 
any one be ſuch an heretick to natural religion, 
as to join with the prophane wits and debauches 
of the times, I will tell him, that ſuch a heretick 
in manners is not worthy of the company of an 
honeſt heathen. 

Ler us come down from the nobility, to thoſe 
of the next rank in quality, and we ſhall receive 
the ſame ſerious inſtructions from their lips. 

19. Sir Henry Wooton, after his great proficien - 


cy in learning with the general applauſe of the u- 


niverſity in which he ſtudied ; his embaſſies to 
Hollow. Germany, and Venice; and his other ho- 
nourable employ ments; deſired to retire, that he 
might contemplate greater things: and ſor that rea- 
ſon requeſted the provoſtſhip of Eaton, where en- 
joying his beloved ſtudy and devotion, he made 
this his motto, * At laſt I have learnt, that retire- 
ment is the beſt 2way to make us wiſe : athrming that 


the day he put on his ſurplice was the happieſt of 


* Tandem didici, Animas ſapientiores fieri quieſcendo. 


all 
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all his life ; it being, he ſaid, the beſt ſtare of life 
that a man could attain to, to bs ar leiſure to be 
and to do good. And hc would often reflect on 
his paſt life with tears, and fay, How much time 
hade I to repent of, aud how little to do it in! 

20. Mr. Howard, who was afterwards rhe lear- 
ned earl of Northampton, being troubled with 
atheiſtical ſuggeſtions , cleared his mind of 'em 
thus; * Since no man can give an account of his 
© own being, or any other, without God; ſince 
cc there has been ſuch an uniform and conſtant 
ce conſent of all mankind of all countries and ages, as 
* tothe being of a God and a future life; where- 
cc as in other things of leſs importance very few 
cc perſons can be brought to agree: and ſince fo 
ce many generations of men cannot be imagined to 
c be deceived, or that they ſhould agree to de- 
cc ceive others; how can any one be an atheiſt? 
And whereas he had heard, that ſome termed reli- 
gion a piece of ſtate-policy ; he replied, That 
« this muſt needs be falſe, ſeeing that ſo many 
« oreat politicians have felt the divine power of 
« religion in the deep wounds of their own con- 
c ſciences, for which they could find no remedy 
£ but the preſcriptions of God's holy will. 

2 1. Sir Spencer Compton, brother to the right honou- 
rable the earl of Northampton, lying on his death-bed 
at Bruges, in the time of the exile of king Charles II. 
he called to him his reverend friends biſhop Morley 
and doctor Earles, and raiſing himſelf upon his pil- 
low, he intimated the ineffable joy he felt in his ap- 
proaches to the kingdom of his ſupreme Lord, cry- 


wg 
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ing out, dear Jeſus, as if he really ſaw him, 
85 echt rt ll arms to embrace 1 Af- 
ter which holy extaſie, he compoſed himſelf to a 
ſerious and rene diſcourſe of the infinite ex- 
cellency and advantages of religion; concludin 
with this pathetick application to his friends; 6 
be good, and keep cloſe to the principles of the chriſtian 
religion, for this will bring a man peace at the laſt. 
22. Sir Thomas Coventry hearing ſome gentlemen 
jeſting about religion, minded them, that there is 
no greater argument of an ignorant and inconſide- 
rate mind, than to droll upon matters of religion; 
ſor this, ſaid he, is to ſport wich life and death, and 
to make a jeſt of ones own deſtruction. The con- 
tents of religion are awful and of infinite importance, 
and tis the part of a wiſe man to examine them ſe- 
riouſly and ſeverely ; but to abuſe them with bold 
and prophane jeſts, renders not religion ridiculous, 
but the buffoon, who trifles and ſports with his own 
life: ſo that if the principles of religion can be 
thought to be doubtful, they ought however to be 
examined with an awful fear and regard, becauſe 
they concern us ſo nearly and ſo iportantly. 
There is a memorable paſſage related by Maſius 
in his comment upon J7aſiua, as what he had read 
in the Fewiſhantiquarics, namely, that when Noah 
entred into the ark, he carried not gold or ſilver, 
but the bones of Adam with him into it; and di- 
ſtributing them afterwards among his ſons, he ſaid, 
« Behold here, my ſons, the moſt precious inhe- 
« ritance that your father can leave you. You 
« ſhall have your ſhare of lands and ſeas, as on 
| : «c 4 
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« ſhall appoint; but ſuffer not your hearts to be 
cc entangled in theſe vanities: my children, al 
« that is here below will paſs away, and here i; 


cc 1 that can ſuhſiſt eternally. 
cc leſſon 


Learn this 


rom theſe dumb doctors, the reliques of 


« your r grand-father ; which will ſerve you 


« for a 


ridle in your proſperity, and a refuge in- 


« adverſity; and will be a conſtant looking laß 
« to ſhew you your mortality, and to quicken 


& you to provide for your ſouls. 


If we ſhould now peruſe the lives of all the moſt 


Jearned and knowing men in the remoteſt times of 


the world, the patriarchs and prophets, the apo- 


ſtles and primitive fathers, men of the beſt parts and 


learning, and of the greateſt prudence, integrity, 
and ſanctity; we ſhould find them all bearing their 


reſtimony, with holy ＋ biſhop of Smirna, 


I have found the Lord my Go 


a gracious maſter to 


me, and I will never depart from his ſervice ; which, 
as Policarp, ſo many thouſands of others have ſeal- 
ed with their blood. We will only mention the 


ſentiments of a few of the moſt learned men of 


our times. 


23. The piety and learning of the moſt reve- 
rend arch-biſhop Uſher has been the wonder of the 
world : for as his natural parts were extraordinary, 
ſo religion and the beſt literature ſtruck their roots 
in them very early, and grew to ſuch a height, 
and bore ſuch noble fruits, as did at once enrich 
and aſtoniſh the world ; the rather becauſe an hu- 
mility, as extraordinary as all the reſt, conſolida- 


ted and adorned the Whole; which alſo rendered 


the 


. 
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the height of his proſperity ſafe, and made the 


| ſtreights of his reducement eaſy. His whole life 


was an inſtructive ſermon to men ; and at his death 
having no memorable offences ro bewail before God, 
he prayed that his ſins of omiſſion miglit he forgi- 
ven. And being debaſed yet more and more in his 
own eyes, as he ſaw himſelf drawing nearer to the 
tribunal of God, he ſaid, He de/rred to die as Mr. 
Perkins did, imploring mercy and favour of God 
through the Mediation of his only Son ſeſus Chriſt. 
24. The great learning of * Hugo Grotins is al- 
ſo acknowledged with admiration throughout the 
world; which for the univerſality and depth of 
it could not perhaps be paralelled in many ages paſt. 

For he had taken an exact ſurvey of all the lear- 
ning that the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin languages 
afforded, as his elaborate writings demonſtrate : and 
yet he was not wholy ſhut up in his ſtudy, but 
performed many embaſſies in foreign cour:s, and 
managed ſundry political tranſactions at home, with 
great honour. At length being very much indiſ- 
poſed by a ſtorm and other illneſs in his voyage on 
the account of his embaſſay from the court of Se- 
den to that of France ; t he deſired to be put on 
ſhore, where ſending for the miniſter of the place, 
he profeſſed himſelf to be the poor publican; ſay- 
ing, That he had nothing to truſt to but the mercy 
of God in Feſus Chriſt ; wiſhing that all the world 
law as much reaſon for religion as he did: And 
notwithſtanding all the fame of his learning, and 


See the Durch Eicones illuſtrium Virorum. + See 
lr M.rick Czſautg3, De Un Verborum, 
. che 
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the honour of his great employments, he wiſhed 
he could change conditions with Fohn Urich, 2 
devont and harmleſs poor man in his neighbour- 
hood, who conſtantly ſpent eight hours cf every 
four and Cwenty in prayer and pious exerciſes : 
eight in his daily labour, and allowed but eight for 
ſleep, cating, and other neceffaries. And when fome 
that were about this great man admired his aftoniſh- 
ing induſtry and performances, he replied ; f A 
I have loſt my time in a buſy idleneſs. He adviſed his 
wife to join in communion with the Church of 
England; and to a friend that defired him in his great 
witdom and learning to direct him in ſhort, how to 
lead his life to the beſt advantage, he ſaid, Be ſerion:, 
25. To the learned Grotius, we will ſubjoin his 
cotemporary and antagoniſt, as to the dominion of 
the fea, Mr. Selden; who is faid to have compre- 
hended all the learning and knowledge thar is lodg- 
ed either among the Jews, Heathens, or Chriſtians; 
but with too little favour of religion in the opi- 
nion of mati, till being much preſſed in mind, 
he ſent for archbiſhop Uſher and doctor Langbain, 
and after ſome diſcourfe , he open'd his mind and 
Heart to them to this purpoſe ; namely, that he 
tad ſurveyed the greateſt part of the learning that is 
among the ſons of men; that he had his ſtudy full 
of books and and papers upon moſt ſubjects that 


are worthy to be treated of: yet in all the nume- 


rous prints and manuſcripts which filled his vaſt 
library, he found nothing whereon to repoſe his 
ſoul but the holy ſcriptures, in which thoſe noble 

+ Ah vitam perdidi opero? nthil agendo. 
expreſſions 


& 
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expreſſions of St. Paul to Tits much affected him. 
+ For the grace of God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath 


ared to all men; teaching us, that denying ungod- 


Imeſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberiy, 35 
| reonſly, and godly in this preſemt world; looking for t 
| bleſſed hope, and the glorions appearing of the rg 


God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave him- 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem ns from all iniqui- 
ty, and puriſy unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealows of 


2 works. Theſe things ſpeab and exhort, and re- 


whe with all authority. He deſired after this to re- 

ceive the holy Euchariſt at the hands of arch- 
biſhop Vſber, and requeſted him to preach his fu- 
neral fermon ; bequeathing his 2oble and very va- 
luable library to the univerſity of Oxford. 

26. Francis Funius, a learned perſon, known by 
his Latin tranſlation of the old Teſtament from the 
Hebrew, with his aſſociate Tremellius, confeſſeth 
of himfelf, that he was in his younger years much 
aſſaulted by a prophane * diſtrult of the providence 
ot God; till being in extreme danger of his life 


in a tumult at Lyons, and being wonderfully pre- 


ſer ved, he was conſtrained to acknowledge a divine 
providence therein: after which, by his father's 
advice, he began to peruſe the new Teſtament, of 
which he writeth thus; „ When I opened the 
«* new Teſtament, I firſt fixed my eyes on that 
« moſt auguſt chapter with which St. Joh be- 
* gins his Goſpel ; In the beginning was the word, 
© and the word was with God, and the word was 

Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. * Nihil curare Deum 


rec ſai nec alieni. 1 
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. God. I read part of the chapter (ſays he.) and 
«© was ſoon convinced that the divinity of the ar- 
- 466 13 and the majeity and authority of the 

« ſtyle, did far excel all the eloquence and art of 
% humane writings : my whole body trembled, 
« my mind was aſtoniſhed, and I was ſo affected 
« all that day, that I knew not where, or what, 
% T was”. And then he breaks forth into a ſort 
of a rapture in the reflection, and cries out, O my 
Cod, thou 2waſt mindful of me, according to the mul. 
tuude of thy mercies ; and in pity broughteſt home thy 
. .Jaſ ſheep into thy fold. * And then he goes on to 
„ ſthew, what. turtherance in his holy courſe of 
life he received from the powerſul piety which 
« he beheld in a plain honeſt country-man ; of 
„„ which he gives this account: That as he wal- 
* ked abroad one day, he went into a country- 
- <© man's houſe to get ſomething to eat; where A 
& found that God had prepared him an excellent 


* ſchool of wget & O the admirable wiſdom of 
fo 


4 Gad, faith he, 2 brought it to paſs, thro his 
«.Grace, that this pious peaſant inſtilled a moſt ar- 
dent ⁊eal for God in my breaſt. And in the ſame 
hour God was pleaſed to make cach of us in- 
«, {tumental to the good of the other; ſor I, ſaith 
Ee, was an ill Chriſtian, if any at all, yet I ex- 
& celled him in knowledge; and ſo it pleaſed God 
to impart inſtruction to the country-man from 
« my lips, and to me the vigorous warmth of a 
© holy life from his breaſt. 

27. The learned chronologer, Funcius, having 
leſt che divine calling of a miniſter of Chriſt os 
the 
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the ſecular promotion of a privy counſel'cr, after 


many ſevere reflections upon himſelf for this, he 
at laſt left this ſtanding admonition to poſterity, 
which for memory fake he compriſed in a Latin 
diſtick ; * Learn <br Aoacy to do the work that 
God calls you to, and.look_ on overmnch buſineſs as 4 
very great plagme. 

28. Daniel Heinſur, the hiſtory profeſſor of 
Leyden, was a maſter, faith Mr. Selden, both of the 
ſevere and polite parts of humane learning. Yet 
after all his learned enquiries and acquiſitions, he 
perceived great deficiencies in humane knowledge, 
for which there 1s no remedy here below ; which 
made him breath out that ſaying of Solomon in a 


deep ſigh, ſaying, Alas! that which is crooked cannot © 


be made ſtrait. And then in a pathetic diflike of 
earthly things, he profeſſed, as Mr. Baxter did af- 


ter him, „ That if it were a lawful courſe, he 


& could willingly bid the world farewel, and ſhut 


the converſation of tho 
« Jap of eternity ; pitying the rich and great ones 
e who know not this exalted happineſs. 

29. Dr. Donne, a perſon of extraordinary parts 
and ſpirit, taking his ſolemn farewel of his friends 
on his death-bed, leſt with them this piercing ex» 


preſſion, J repent of all my life, but that part of it 


[ ſpent in communion with God and doing good. 


up himſelf amongſt his 7 8 books, enjoying 5 
e divine ſouls, as in the 


That perſon, who lives not as a ſincere chriſtian, 


will have reaſon to wiſh on a death-bed, - that. he 


* Diſce mei exemplo mandato munere fungi : Et fuge 
ceu peſtem Thy ToAvTte, mouvny. 
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had not been born with the nature of man. Take 
one inſtance more of this kind. 

zo. That great French ſcholar * Salmaſins, who 
is mentioned with great eſteem by the learned men 
of his time, aiter all his ſtudy and labour, went 
out of the world with this ſorrow ful reflection: 
„ Oh! I have loſt a world of time; of time, 
*« the moſt precious thing in the world, whereof 
«© had I but one year longer, it ſhould be ſpent in 
&« David's pſalms and Paul's epiſtles. O Sirs, faid 


he to thoſe about him, mind the world leſt, and 


« God more. All the learning in the world, with- 
cout piety and true fear of God is nothing worth, 
«« The fear of the Lord, that is Wiſdom ; and to de- 
& part from evil, that is Underſtanding. 

Theſe are the lively ſentiments of £ moſt learn» 
ed men, when they come to {ce things in a.true 
light, and to judge of them by impartial eſtimates, 
with an eye to the neighbouring eternity. In 
which caſe, they all ſee the fally of poring on a 
parcel of muſty heathen manuſcripts with more ea- 

erneſs than on the rules of eternal life ; and in e- 
ne a perſon of great humzne knowledge, tho' 
deſtitute of therefining power aud ſpirit of religion, 
above a more uſeful ſincere chriſtian, who truly 
knows God and his Son Jetus Chriſt. | 

For, tho' we were indued with ſuch a vaſt capa- 
city of mind, as to be able to comprehend all the 
knowledge of nature and art, and of all philoſo- 
phy and languages; with a perfect ſcheme of hi- 

* Torius Reipub. literarig Decus. Gul. Riv. Vindic. E- 
Tang. 
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ſtory, and the whole plan of politicks; and if af- 


ter all theſe plumes of notional attainments, we 


were to go out of this world without the trans- 


forming effects of religion upon our minds and 
hearts; we ſhould but render our ſelves more mi- 
{.rable than others, by deſcending into the * hor- 
rible pit with a pretence to greater wiſdom than 
they, and be more ſcholaſtically ruined for ever. 

Let us take a ſhort view of thoſe perſons who 
have profeſſedly ſet themſelves to enquize into the 
works of nature, the moſt intelligent naturaliſts and 
a4 maps and we ſhall find them of the fame 
mind, 

31. The antient phyſician .*. Galen, wrote of 
the anaromy of the body of man, with ſuch an 
air of piety aud affectionate reverence for man's 
creator, that Gaſſendus thinks him enflamed by a 
divine heat in the whole compoſure. His ſeven- 
teen books on that ſubject are like ſo many pſalms 
of praiſe to the almighty and all- wiſe God, who 
hath fo + fearfully and wonderfully made and ſa- 
ſhioned the body of man; or as the vulgar Latw: 
renders it, who hath compoſed ſuch an admirably 
fine piece of *, needle-work as the curious con- 
texture of humane bodies demonſtrates, 

tl Lattantins calls this book of Galen's a mar- 
vellous comment upon the creation of man; and 
Galen himſelf manages it as a full demonſtration of 
a deity, which every man carries about with him. 

* Safjenter deſcendere in Inſernum. * Sce Galen, de 


ſu partium, Plal. cxxxix. 14. *. Acupiclus ſum. 
+4. Mirabile commentum, c. Lact. | 
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So that if he duly conſiders the wonderful me- 
chaniſm of his body, and the noble faculties of his 
ſoul, he will find two grand domeſtick witneſſes 
of the being of a great and wife God : and in- 
deed we may ſay of all places and things with 
* Heraclitrs on a like occation, Even here alfo God 
14 preſent. 

32. The moſt ingenious doctor Harvey, whoſe 
iervice to mankind in the diſcovery of the circuk- 
tion of the blood is every where celebrated, ha- 
* rates according to his uſual accuracy, in- 
to the nature of generation , demonſtrates the ne- 
ceſſity of creation, in ordei to the production of 
thoſe animals that are now continued by peners- 
ton: For that none ever found or e ee . 
ly conceive any elements, particles, or i 
before, and — from theſe animals, which — 


produce them: and therefore they muſt be cree 


ted at firſt by omnipotence. 
33- To this worthy phyſician we may proper- 


ly join another, the late author of a ſerious # dif-. 


courſe upon the certainty of a future and immor- 
tal ſtare; which he illuſtrates by many moral, phy- 
ſiological, and religious arguments; thereby doing 
honour to his faculty, as well as right to his reli- 


gion. 


34. And now, as to the philoſophers of theſe 
times, no competent judge of the caſe can deny 


a principal reſpect to the ever honourable Mr. Robert 


Boyle, whoſe curious and elaborate ſearches into the 
* Etiam hie Dii ſunt, Herac. f Printed for W. Free- 


ſecrets 


A Careleſs World. 105 


ſecrets of nature are famous throughout the lear- 
ned world, and will be ſo to the end of it; for 
that he began and ended his philoſophy with a ſo- 
lemn devotion to almighty God; and made all his 
attainments in theſe ſtudies ſo my ſteps to raiſe 
the praiſe, love, and reverence of the glorious cre- 
ator of all things : and being influenced by theſe 
pious and worthy principles, his whole life ſeem'd 
to be a lecture of piety, charity, and humility ; 
which I can the more freely aſſert from that per- 


ſonal acquaintance with which he was pleased to 


honour me. 
How much more valuable the labours, and more 
fragrant the memory of this noble and divine phi- 
lolopher is, and will ever be, than that of Thomas 
Hobbs of Malmsbary, it is ſcarce in the power of 
words to utter. What a bleſſing was the inge- 
nious, humble, and pious Boyle to mankind ! W 
a common plague was the fallacious, proud, and 
impious Hobbs? And with what ſerenity, ho- 


nour, and hope did the former bid adieu to this / 
world! Whilſt the other went out of it in the 


dark, and with a ſtench, as well as with terrible 
apprehenſions of what might follow. For now 
his Leviathan ſpirit failed him, as it uſually did when 
he was alone, or in the dark. He had been an in- 
ſtrument of the prince of darkneſs in poiſoning ma- 
ny young gentlemen and others with his wicked 
principles, as the late Earl of Rocheſter confeſſed with 
extreme grief upon his death- bed. And if his Levia- 
than gocs on to diffuſe its heilith ſpawn to the end 
of the world, the greater will be the ſhame and ſuf- 


ferings 
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ſerings of the miſerable author. Whilſt the pet. 
perual labours and lectures of the pious Boyle againſt 
infidelity will then redound to his everlaſting ho 
nour and glory. All this, as ſurely as that 6% Þ 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs; that is, as ſu Þ 
as there is a God in heaven and rational men upon 


earth. 


the author of the Leviathan, in whoſe neighbour- 
hood I ſometime lived, that tho' in a humour or 


bravado he would ſpeak very ſtrange and misbe- : 


coming things of God; yet in his ſtudy, in the 
dark, and in his rerired thoughts, he trembled be- 
fore him. Many appear like atheiſts in their mirth, 


and wine, and company, who are quite otherwiſe 
in ſickneſs, and danger, and ſolitude. What could 


make this ſtrange man awake in ſuch terror and Þ 


amazement, if his candle happened to go out in 
the night ? Bur that he was unable to bear the 
diſmal reflections of his dark and deſolate mind; 
not knowing how to extinguiſh or how to bear 
the light of the candle of the Lord within him. 
Which conſtrained him to confeſs at his death, 
that he vad about to take a leap into the dark; a bal: 
and pitiful exit! diſcovering ar once a degenerate 
ſoul and a deſperate end; bencath the ſpirit of the 
very heathens, 

What * Plato affirmeth of tyrants, may as pro- 
perly be applied to thoſe that are called atheiſts: 
If we could ſee their breaſts, ſays he, we ſhould 
find them full of grief, anxiety , and torment. 

* Plato de Reput. lib 9. 
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It is remarked by thoſe that critically obſerved 
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* Their very hearts, ſays the Poet, are branded by 


* their horrid crimes. 


The Perſian meſſenger, in Eſchiles the tragedian, 


could not but obſerve the worth of piety in time of 
* extremity : © When the Grecian forces hotly pur- 
' « ſu'd us, ſaith he, and we had no way to eſcape but 
over the great waters of Strymor, then indeed 
| «© frozen, but beginning to thaw, when it was a 
* hundred to one but we had all periſhed in it; 
with mine eyes I faw many of thoſe debauchees, 
: <« which I heard before ſo boldly maintaining that 
there is no God, now upon their knees every 
one of them with eyes and hands lifted up to 
heaven, begging earneſtly for mercy and ſuc- 
cour; and praying that the ice might hold till 
„they got over. Thoſe atheiſtical gallants, 
| faith a pious author in the application of this ſto- 
* ry, who proſcribe godlineſs out of their hearts and 


houſes, as it were only a humour raken up by ſome 


| preciſe perſons; and like the emperor Galba, ſcorn 
them who fear or think of death; yet when they 
themſelves come to enter the liſts with that king of 
* rerrors, and perceive in earneſt, that they muſt 
now launch forth into the eternal world, where 
they will either be comforted or tormented for e- 
ver; they cannot but applaud the wiſdom of the 
| pious. Then the greateſt and haughtieſt of ſin- 
ners honour their ſerious miniſters, and ſay, as dy- 
ing Theophilus did of devout Arſenius, Thou art 
- bleſſed, O Arſenius! who ahvays hadſt this hour be- 
ere thine eyes: Or, as the young libertine, who vi- 


* Pettis tauſtæ deformant macidls. uv. 
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{ited St. Ambroſe lying on his death-bed, and could 
but admire the heavenly peace and joy which ap- 
peared in the good old man in his laſt hours; who 
thereupon, turning to his companion, ſaid, O tha 
I could live with thee, and die with St. Ambroſe. 
It is obſerved of the cardinals, and other pcrſons 
of rank among the papiſts, that they deſire to lye 
in their coffins in the habits of the religious, and 
they bequeath large ſums that they may be prayed 
for, after their deaths; and are carved in a praying 
poſture upon their tombs and monuments; tho 
many of them are little pleaſed with religion and 
devotion in the time of their lite and health. This 
is ſo prevailing a cuſtom among them, that ſuch as 
have ſearched the records of this our realm from the 
fir ſt date of our hiſtory to the reign of king Hen 
the Eighth, do affirm, that there is not in all that 
ſpace of time one king, prince, or ſtateſman, who: 
laſt will is extant, that did got bequeath a conſide- 
rable legacy for the praying for his ſoul. Now if 
this be a ſtrong argument of the redundancy of ſu- 
perſtition in thoſe times, it is, however, no leſs an 
argument of the rarity of atheiſm. 
35. The famous French philoſopher Des Cartes 
bath very zedlouſly aſſerted the being of God, and 
the immortal ſtate of humane fouls; and yet he is 
in great vogue with men atheiſtically inclined ; be- 
cauſe they would fain be of opinion, that his me- 
chanical hypotheſis gives fo much to the agency of 
material things one upon the other, that it lcaves 
little to the providence of God; which being 1 


troubleſom article of faith to vicious minds, they 
would 
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would gladly be rid of it at any rate, even tho? it 
be at the expence of their eternal deceiving and un- 
doing. But Des Cartes was too ingenious a perſon 
to be thus deluded; and therefore after all f 6 wit 
he has thewn in his diſcourſe about the mechani- 
cal power of matter, he was not able to over-look 
the many powerful demonſtrations of God's * be- 
ing and providence in the world, or fo much as to 
paſs them by in ſilence ; but in his anſwer to the 
third letter to H. M. pag. 104. he writeth thus, 
« + I conſider matter, as left to it ſelf, and no 
« way impelled by any thing elſe; as a thing per- 
« fectly quieſcent: but it is moved and managed 
« by God, who by his conſerving power conti- 
«« nucs ſuch motion and tranſlation to it, as he at 
« firſt granted to it. 

So that we muſt here bewail the diſmal degene- 
neracy of humane nature, and the deſperate aſcen- 
dency of darkneſs in thoſe unhappy perſons, who 
gladly follow this philoſopher when he ſeems to 
jead them towards infidelity; and yet do molt diſ- 
ingenuouſly deſert him when he would bring them 
to the acknowledgment of the true God, as ma- 
ker and governour of the world. But ſad expe- 
rience will teach even thoſe that are moſt averſe to 
learn theſe ſacred leſſons from the light of nature 
and revelation. 


* Des Cirtes ds Princip, p. 2. Art. 54. 55. + His 
ovin Words arc, Conſidero x2ateriam ſibi libere permi Jam (5 
nullum aliunde Im pulſum ſuſcipientem, ut plane quieſcentem. 
Mia autem impeliitur a Des tantundem motus ſive tranſla- 
tionis in ea conſer vante, quantum ab Tnitio poſuit, 

Let 
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Let us now, aſter the ſentiments of the grave 
2 conſider thoſe of the brisk and aiery 
men, the poets, on the points beſore us. 

36. Mr. George Herbert, younger brother to the 
lord Herbert of Cherbury, was a perſon of great wit 
and learning, and turned his noble faculty of poetry 
to the moſt divine uſes; as his pious and ingenious 
book of poems do every where demonſtrate. In his 
poem called the pearl, alluding to that mentioned, 
Mar. xiii. he profeſſes, that tho he had taken a view 
of all humane learning, honour, pleaſure, and the o- 
ther enjoyments of this world, yet he reſolvedly bid 
farewel to em all, for the pleaſures and advantages 
of the love of God, and the ſweet and happy enter- 
tainments of religion. And according to this ſelſ- 
dedication, he uſed, when he mentioned the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to add, wy ter; and 
would fokmnly profeſs, That he would not part with 
one leaf of the bible for all the world, if it were of- 
fered in exchange. To ſuch as ſpake of any of his 
good works, he uſed to reply, Ur is a good work if 
it be waſh'd in the blood of Chriſt: and his beloved 
motto was, Leſs than the leaſt of God's mercies. 

37. Mr. Abraham Coley was a perſon in whom 
great wit and learning, a noble fancy and ſolid judg- 
ment, improv'd by travel and converſation, were 
happily conjoin'd to make an admirable poet and an 
accompliſh'd gentleman. His wit, indeed, grew 
too luxuriant in the heat of his youthful blood, e- 
ſpecially on love- ſubjects, which he ſeverely la- 
mented afterwards; and on this occaſion reflected 


with extream concern upon the too common abuſe 
of 
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of poetry, that noble and divine gift, which rai- 
ſes or depreſſes the paſſions with a power almoſt ar- 
bitrary, and is as a bellows to blow up our love or 
' hatred towards perſons and things. He admired 
the ſacred poetry of king David, and other inſpi- 

red authors; and obſerved, that the holy ſcriptures 
afford many magnificent ſubjects for poetic deſcant. 
He uſed to ſay, that the converſion of poetry and 
the jews would bring great glory to the chriſtian 
religion ; and wiſhed, that fuch as are entruſted with 
the talent of a poetic genius, would never ufe it but 
to the glory of God, and the good of mankind : 
* that wit and eloquence might no more be abuſed 
nin the beggarly flatteries of great men, or the ſer- 
vile idolizing of women, or in wretched ſcurrility 
und lampoon, or in laying falſe colours on virtue 

and vice. And as to the errors of his own pen, 
he lamented them with abhorrence, and not only 
gave orders that they ſhould be corrected in the 
next edition, but took care about it in a ſolemn ar- 
ticle of his laſt will, in which he recommended the 
reviſing of his works to a reverend divine, with 
this ſtrict injunction, That he ſhould be ſure to let 
not hing paſs that might ſeem to give the leaſt offence 
to religion or good Manners. 

Ah! What diſmal reflections will many licen- 
tious poets make upon themſelves, when they come 
to die, if they die in their ſenſes ? eſpecially many 
of thoſe who write for the ſtage, whoſe leſſons of 
impiety and vice have been ſo often repeated with 


all the advantages that wit and beauty, action and 


ornaments could give them, in order to make the 
* See the preſace to his Works, deeper 


. * 
LE th 1 


112 Fair Marnings to 


deeper impreſſion upon the thronged auditory. I: 
will then be as little for their honour as for their 
comfort, that they have' been the means of the 
corruption, and conſequently of the deſtruction of 
many perſons of the beſt parts and quality; who 
_— otherwiſe have given great glory to God, 
and done good ſervice to their country. Alas! 
What reſtitution can they make to the world for 
theſe damages? Or what can they give in ex. 
change for the ſouls they have undone 2 ever? It 
15 too apparent that they put theſe thoughts far from 
them at the preſent, and are too likely to banter all 
advice to the contrary; but the regret will fall ſo 
much the heavier upon them at laſt: for a long 
and flagrant courſe of impiety always terminates 
in ſevere and bitter ſorrow ; which, if it be timely 
and true, is the happieſt thing that can befal a ſin- 
ner, becauſe it effectually prevents his everlaſtin 
weeping and wailing : as we hope it did, in the 
eminent inſtances following. 

38. John Earl of Rocheſter, was a very great 
man every way; a great wit, a great ſcholar, 3 
great poet, a great ſinner, and a great penirent ; as 
he is deſcribed by two learned divines *, who per- 
ſonally knew his lordſhip, and attended him in his 
laſt ſickneſs. His lordthip had advanced to un- 
common heights of impiety, having been an ad- 


* Gilbert, Lord Biſl op of Sarum, who wrote the rc- 
ma kable Paſſages of his Lite: And Mr. Par/ons, who pre-ch; 
ed his Funeral-Scrmon; both of chem being charged ty th! 
dying Peer to be impartial in h's Character; Forth wh ect 
E huinbly recommended to my Reade;'s pet ufal. 

VOcats 
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' vocate in the black cauſe of atheiſm *, and an en- 
* comiaſt + to Belzebub, He had raked too to the 
very bottom of the jakes of debauchery, and been 
* a ſatyriſt againſt virtue. ** But when he came 
to ſee and conſider his prodigious guilt and dan- 


ger, what invectives did he uſe againſt himſelf, 


| terming himſelf an ungrateful dog, tt and the vi- 
* teſt wretch that the ſun ſhinzd upon; wiſhing 
he had been a crawling leper in a ditch, a link- 


boy, or a beggar , or had lived in a dungeon, 


It rather than offended God as he had done. He 
ſent awful meſſages to his compartners in fin, : I: and 
| advifed a gentleman of character, that came to vi- 
ſit him, in theſe words : © +.* O remember that 
you contemn God no more. He is an aven- 
„ ping God, and will viſit you for your fins; and 
4 will, J hope, in mercy touch your conſcience 
' « as he hath done mine. You and I have been 


« friends and finners together a great while, there- 
« fore I am the more free with you. We have 
been all miſtaken in our conceits and opinions: 
« Our perſuaſions have been falſe and groundleſs, 
« therefore God grant you repentance. ” And 
ſceing the ſame gentleman the next day, he ſaid, 
Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plainneſs 
« with you yeſterday : I ſpake the words of truth 
« and ſoberneſs ; and ſtriking his hand on his 
* breaſt, added I hope God will touch your 


« heart. 


Funeral Serm. p. 22. + Serm. p. 9. * Serm. ibid. 
tt Paſſages of his life paſt, i i. Serin p 5. ++ Serm.P.2F. 
* Paſſages of his Life, p. 14 6, +. Serm. p. 30. 

He 
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He condemned that fooliſh and abſurd phibo. 
ſophy which the world ſo much admired, pro- 
pagated by the late Thomas Hobbs; (h) which, 
be ſaid, undone him and many more of the 
beſt parts in the nation. 

He commanded that his prophane writings and 
ebſcene picture (i) ſhould be burnt. 

He rejoiced greatly at his Ladies converſion 
(k) from popery ; which he called a faction up- 
held by fraud and cruelty. 

He wiſhed, his ſon might never be a wit; (I) 
which is, as he explained it, one of thoſe wretched 
creatures who pride themſelves in abuſing God and 
religion, 

(n) He proteſted he would not commit any 
known ſin to gain a kingdom. 

And for the admonition of others, he ſubſcri- 
bed the following recantation, and ordered it to 
be publiſhed, (u) vi. 

* « For the Beneſit of all thoſe whom I may 
have drawn into fin by my example and en- 
e couragement, I leave to the world this my laſt 
“declaration, which I deliver in the preſence of 
«© the great God, who knows the fecrets of all 
e hearts, and before whom I am now appearing 
© to be judged. 

C That from the bottom of my ſoul, I deteſt 
& and abhor the whole courſe of my former wick- 
« ed life; that I think I can never ſufficiently 


Ch) Serm. p. 26. (i) Serm. p. 29. 
of his Life, p. 143. (1) Serm. p. 28. 
p. 333 (n) Serm. p. 32. 


(X) Paſſages 
(m) Serm. 
* Serm. p. 32. 


« admire 
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| « admire the goodneſs of God, who has given 


« me a true ſenſe of my pernicious opinions and 
« yile practices, by which I have hitherto lived 
« without hope, and without God in the world; 
„have been an open enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, do- 
ing the utmoſt deſpite to the holy ſpirit of grace. 
« And that the greateſt teſtimony of my charit 
« to ſuch, is, to warn them, in the name God, 
« as they regard the welfare of their immortal ſouls, 
« no more to deny his being or his providence, 
« or deſpiſe his goodneſs; no more to make 3 
« mock of fin, or contemn the pure and excel- 
ent religion of my ever bleſſed redeemer, through 
% whoſe merits alone, I. one of the greateſt of 
« ſinners, do yet hope for mercy and forgiveneſs. 
« Amen. 


Declar'd and ſignd in 
the Preſence of Anna 
Rocheſter, obert 
Parſons, June 19. 
1680. 


J. Rocheſter. 


He often uſed ſuch pathetic expreſſions as theſe: 
* Can there be mercy aud pardon for mes ?* Will God 
un ſuch a wretch as I ? Shall the unſpeakable joys 
of heaven be conferred on me? O mighty Saviour | ne- 
ver but through thine infinite love and ſatisfattion | 
O never but b the purchaſe of thy blood. 

He frequently defired ſuch as were by him to 
+ read to him the fifty third Chapter of 1/aiah, 

* Herm. p. 25. + Serm. p. 24. 


upon 
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upon which he deſcanted in a very affectionate p 
raphraſe, applying the weighty Sentences there, 
firſt to his deep humiliation, and afterwards to hi 
no ſmal] comfort. | 

3 9. Sir Dancomb Colcheſter, lately of the county 
of Glouceſter, was a gentleman of excellent parts, 
generous ſpirit, and undaunted courage; who, aſter 
many years too loofly ſpent in ſundry 'extravagan- 
cies, was by a long and painful ſickneſs brouglr 
to a very ſe11ous ſenſe of the excellency of rel. 
gion, and of his great fin and folly in the neg. 
lect and contempt of it ; of all which the reader 
will have a more diſtin& view in his own peni- 
rential declaration, which 1s as a follows. 


Genticmen and Friends, 

Since it has pleaſed almighty God, of his gret 
and undeſerved mercy and goodneſs, to bring me, 
one of the chiefeſt of ſinners, by a long and 
ſharp viſitation, ro a-ſenſe of my fins ; I adorc 
and praiſe him. 

It 1s a _— I know, incumbent on me, 2 
ever I hope for his pardon and forgiveneſs, to do 
what in me lies to bring honour to bis holy name, 
and to make reparation for the mifchiefs I hav: 
done by my former vicious life, and antidote, 
ſo far as I can, the poiſon which my example has 
ſhed round about me. In order whereunto, 1 


do hereby declare, that IJ am heartily ſorry for 
all the fins of my paſt life; the remembrance 
whereof, however pleaſant they formerly ſeemed 
ſoul, 
More 


to be, is now grief and bitterneſs to my 
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More particularly, that I may take ſhame to my 
"Mit, as I do, with the deepeſt forrow, lament my 
noting and drunkenneſs, my chambering and wan- 
tonneſs, thoſe daring and preſumptuous ſins which 
had ſo long dominion over me. I do alſo moſt 
heartily lament that great ſin which I was fo fre- 
1 quently guitly of, of encouraging, and drmving others 
ter Nn exceſs, which has made me partaker, (O fad 
n. ¶ thought!) of other mens ſins, and liable to an- 
zt ver for more than mine own. I am ſenſible, that 
c. Is it has been my practice, ſo it is ſtill of too ma- 
g. Jay gentlemen, and that they, as I did, reckon ex- 
der ceſſive drinking ſo far from a fault, as to be rather 
il» ¶ one of the beſt indications of a hearty reſpect and 
rue affection to the perſons they entertain. But, 
O falſe love! O treacherous friendſhip ! To re- 
eeive their friends, men, and ſend them out of their 
eat MF houſes, beaſts. I with from the bottom of my ſoul, 
e, ¶ that any thing that I could ſay, would make all thoſe, 
d whoſe conſciences-accuiſe them of guilt in this par- 
e ticular, to loath and abhor this wicked practice, as 
Ido. And I do alſo heartily lament my great 
* neglect of putting the laws in execution againſt 
io common drunkards, ſwearers, and ſuch like ſcan- 
© I dalous ſinners. And do earneſtly beſeech all ſuch 
s are in authority, and whoſe buſineſs it is to ſee 
„ che e if any ſuch come to hear this 
paper read, that they will be more careful in that 
I particular, and conſider, their power is a talent en- 
r YI truſted them, whereof they muſt give a ſtrict ac- 
count to their heavenly Lord: fo by their being 
d duly conſcientious in the diſcharge of their uy 
ere- 
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herein, we may hope for a reformation among yz 
and then with confidence we may expect God) 
bleſſing to reſt upon us. And as I do abhor ny 
ſelf for my neglect in this particular now mention. 
ed, and all my great ſins and provocations againſt 
an infinite Majeſty : fo I do hereby further dechr 
my full purpoſe and reſolution, if it ſhall pleaſe il. 
mighty God, with whom all things are poſſibl, 
to reſtore me health, or prolong my days by his 
ſpecial grace and aſſiſtance, without which I (hal 
be able to do nothing, to lead a new lite in all ho- 
ly obedience to his will and commands: and defir; 
that this declaration of mine, if I fail to do ſo, 
may be produced as a teſtimony againſt me, to my 
ſhame and reproach. But fince my recovery i 
very uncertain, and what I have the leaſt reaſon in 
the world to hope, being heartily defirous to dv 
what good I can in the circumſtances I am in : 1 
do hereby earneſtly warn and beſeech all ſinners, 
eſpecially thoſe whom my example has at any time 
encouraged ; the remembrance whereof ſtill fill 
me with ſhame and ſorrow to repent of all ther 
{ins and provocations, leſt God's vengeance over- 
take them in their ſecurity, and there be no remedy. 
And ] beſeech them Nedder to take notice, tht 
if this warning be ſlighted, the wilful neglect and 
refuſal rite, will at laſt be charged upon them, 


as a heinous aggravation of all their ſins they {ll 
hereafter commit; will increaſe their condemn: 
tion, and make their doom more dreadful and ter- 
rible. But that it may have a contrary effect, and 


be a means to reduce them from their ſins to a holy 
and 


ander 


in th 
of tl 
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nd religious liſe, that ſo their ſouls may be ſaved 
in the great day of the Lord, is the earneſt prayer 
Wot their 


Langniſhing and ſorrowful Friend, 
DuxcomMB COLCHESTER. 


Who deſires this may be read in 
the pariſh-churches of Mi- 
cheldean and Weſtbury, and 
ſhewn to ſuch gentlemen, 
friends, and others, as may 
bring God moſt glory. 
Nevember 1694. 

Si;n'd and deliver d in 

the preſence of ſeveral 

of his friends. 


Theſe and many like inſtances ſerve to make good 
the obſervation of a learned perſon, who remarks, 
« That however men may for a time do violence 
« to their reaſon and conſcience, ſubduing their 
« underſtanding to their wills and appetites; yet 
« when theſe faculties get but a little liberty to ex- 
« amine themſelves and all things about them; or 
© are alarmed by thunder, calamity, or ſickneſs, 
they feel a ſenſe of the Deity brought back up- 
« on them with greater force and power than ever. 

Upon the whole, the divine and excellent reli- 
gion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, prey and ſteddi- 
ly practiſed, makes the happieſt and moſt deſira- 
ble life on earth; its preſent peace and bleſſed hope 


cannot 
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cannot be duly valued or expreſſed : And yay no 


abandoned epicure in the world ever lived fo {wet 
and happy a life as the pious gentleman next to be 
conſidered, 

40. Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, a gentleman of a good 
eſtate, extraordinary parts, and the beſt education 
being withal of a very happy temper; after many 
years ſpent in travels, experience, and reading, 
whereby he became a great maſter both of hiſtory 
and languages; having ſeen the vanity of all earth 
ly things, and the corruption of the common con- 
verſation of the world, he firmly and vigorouſly 
applied his mind and heart to the kingdom of God, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof. And that he might 
proſecute this noble end with lefs interruption; he 
retired to his houſe at Little Gidding in Huntington. 
ſhire, where with a numerous family of his relations, 
he applied himſelf in a very ſerious manner to the 
ſervice of God, which he cheerfully obſcrved al 
the days of his life, in holy and > ant praycr, 
publickly in the chappel at the ſet hours, and pri- 
vately inthe houſeday and night at the ſtated times; 
and the reſt of his vacant hours he ſpent in pious 
conference, in reading the holy ſcriptures, with u- 
ſual comments in an orderly or profitable courſe, in 
eee the pious viſits of many good men and 
women from moſt parts of the nation, among w hom 


his intimate friend Mr. George Herbert before - men. 
tioned was moſt dear to him; in relieving the aged 
poor, and inſtructing the young; and whillt hi 
temale relations wrought with their zeedles many 
works of piety and charity, he did the fame in 

more 
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more ſublime manner with his pen ; leaving.a moſt 
eminent example of fervent and diſcreet piety and 
charity to a ſelfiſh and prophane world. | 
If we now ſeriouſly look back on the ſcope of 
this chapter, and weigh the ſolid wiſdom, uſeful- 
neſs, and excellency of a pious life, againſt the fol- 
ly, miſchief, and baſeneſs of a vicious one; and 
withal conſider the true honour, delighr, and peace 
which low from the former, and the certain ſhame, - 
horror, and confuſion which attend the latter, e- 
ſpecially in our laſt hours, which are the chief of 
all, we cannot but fee that true piety is in its na- 
ture unſpeakably more excellent than its contrary, 
and therefore in this life lays the foundarioris of an 
eternal difference in the life to come, when a righ- 
teous God fhall render to every one according to his 
works. Shs, 6 
Who can conceive what a vaſt difference there 
will then be, betwixt one that exalts himſelf againſt 
God, and one that trembles at his word? Berwixt 
one whoſe falſe honour is fed with human blood, 
and one that is ready to adventure his own life to 
ſave another's? And in ſhort, betwixt one that cru- 
cifies his fleſhly luſts, and one that ſacrifices all to 
them? Theſe perſons are almoſt infinitely different 
in their diſpoſitions and courſe of life in this pre- 
ſcat world; and therefore their conditions muſt 
be inconceivably different in that to come. | 
Curopalates informs us of the happy converſion 
ot Bogeris, the barbarous king of Bulgary, by his 
viewing a picture of the laſt judgment drawn with 
exquiſite skill by the famous painter Met hodlius, 
G wherein 
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wherein he ſaw the heavens repreſented all in dark- 
neſs, the earth on fire, and the ſea in blood; with 
a glorious throne of God invironed with myriad; 
of angels in the clouds ; with which the king was 
ſo affected, that he aſterwards dreamt of the parti- 
cular proceedings of the laſt day, where the ſins of 
his whole life, which he had very much lighted, 
| ſeem'drto range themſclves in array againſt him, and 
ta fly in his face with ſuch reproaches as theſe; © I 
. am the vicious pleaſure which thou haſt obeyed; 
, T am the ambition to which thou haſt been a 
. « ſhye; I am the avarice which guided thy baſe 
« actions; behold we are thy fins which are to be 
c accounted as thy children: thou conceivedſt us, 
« and gaveſt us being; thou lovedſt us more than 


« all things elſe, and even preferredſt us before thy 
* God and thy happineſs. 


We ſes then upon the whole matter, that all the 


baits and bribes of fin are but like the phantaſtick 
appearances of a vapour, which ſoon leave the per- 
ſon that pleaſed his fancy with them in darkneſs and 
diſſatisfaction. As Belixarius, who had made three 
parts of the earth to tremble, and ſeemed to draw 
the whole world in throngs after him, making the 
mighty powers thereof to creep in the duſt before 
him : yer this thunderbolt of war was at laſt daſh'd 
in pieces, and being ſlighted, abandon'd and made 
blind, he walked about the ſtreers of Conſtantinople, 
like a man that .had out-lived his own funerals, 


crying, Give poor Belizarius 4 half-penny. 


Thus, 
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„ Thus, as Sir Waker Rawleigh obſerves, + one 
h day, one hour, one moment is ſufficient to overturn 
Is Þ thoſe riches, buildings and ſtates, which ſeemed to be 
fred on unmoveable foundations. Nothing is ſure 
and conſtant but integrity and a | life : for he 
tha doth the will of the Lord endureth for ever. 

, Vince then, all that is truly inviting to a ratio- 
d nal being lies on the fide of religion, why does 
I F any one go on in the dangerous paths of ſin, which 
i; | muſt of neceſlity end in a very bitter repentance, 
a Þ or in everlaſting ruine? 

le To give ſuch perſons the loudeſt alarm that can 
| be farther imagined, we will in the laſt place lay 
„before them ſome appearances of God's provi- 
dence, of an extraordinary nature. 


* — 


CHAP. VI. 


C 

K 

i | Extraordinary events demonſtrating the 
» providence of God, and the future 
F ſtate of men. 


c | is certain that the Chriſta: religion needs no 
new miracles to witneſs the truth of it; this 
c having been fully done already by our bleſſed Sa- 
s viowr and his Apoſtles : and yet both reaſon and | 
) duty require that ſuch extraordinary manifeftati- 
ons of the infinite power and goodneſs of God 
+ Dies, Hora, Momentum ſufficit, ad diruendas Opes, 
; c. Epiſt, to the Hiſt, of the Werld. 
G 2 as 
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as he pleaſes to diſplay before men, for the encou- 


ragement of the pious and conviction of the wic- 


ked, ought to be divulged as much as poſſible to 


the world, and to be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance. In order to which, the following inſtan- 
ces are ſubjoined. 

1. We will begin with a very wonderful paſ- 
ſage taken out of the ancient Grecian records, which 
the Abbot Noall procured at Conſtantinople, when 
he was Ambaſſador from the French king to the 
Ottoman port, which is, 

That in the primitive times of * chriſtianity, 


there was a ſolemn diſputation held by Gregentius 


Arch-Biſhop of Teptira in the kingdom of the 
Ilomerites, in the empire of Ethiopia, and Herba- 
27:15 a learned Jew, at the requeſt of the king of 
that place, before a very vaſt aſſembly of people; 
in the cloſe of which the Jew was ſo ſully con- 
vinced that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt came from God, 
that he had no more to ſay, but that, ſince it 
could not be denied likewiſe that Moſes came from 
God, the chriſtians ſhould hear the former, and 
the Jews the latter: but if your Lord, ſaid 
he, will pleaſe to appear and ſhew us his pre- emi- 
nency, we will believe on him fully and abſolute- 
ly; to which all the Jews aſſented with loud voi- 
ces, ſaying, Shew us Chriſt, and we will believe on 
him. The pious Archbiſhop being greatly mo- 


ved hereat, kneeled down and prayed the merci- 
ful Saviour of men, to condeſcend to pive to 


* This is 28 in the firſt Volume of the Bibliatheca 
ſo 


Pairum, publiſhed as Paris 1624. 
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ſo many thouſands of the ancient ſtock of Abra- 


ham their demanded ſatisfaction; and in the con- 
cluſion of the prayer, the king and all the ＋ 
ſaid, Amen: Upon which a great earthquake fol- 
lowed, and the heavens opening in the eaſt, the 
Lord Feſus appeared in ſuch a brightnels as filled 
the chriſtians with extream joy, and the 7s 
with no leſs fear, and ſaid with a loud voice, upon 
the prayers of the” Archbiſhop and the faithful, I ap- 
pear before your eyes who was crucified by your fa- 
thers. Upon which Harbanus and all the Jet 
were ſtruck blind: and finding upon inquiry that 
the chriſtians were not ſo blinded, they requeſted 
them to pray to Chriſt to reſtore their fight, which” 
was done upon their receiving chriſtian baptiſrm, 
as the ſame record witneſſeth to the number of 
$05000, 74 „ 

2. Sophronius, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, dcliver- 
eth the following account as a certain and unqueſ- 
tionable truth, viz. 

That Leontius Apiamenſis, a moſt faithful and 
pious man, who lived many years at Cyrene, aſ- 
ſured them; that Syneſius, who of a philoſopher 
became a Biſhop, found at Cyreve one Evagrius, 
who had been a former fellow-ſtudent with him 
in philoſophy for a long time, whom he now 
perſuaded to embrace the chriſtian religion, and 
afrer a long and obſtinate debate, he at laſt yiel- 
ded to the truth, and was baptized with his whole 
houſe :_ after which finding by his peruſal of the 
new-teſtament, ſuch vaſt and glorious rewards pro- 


* Bar. Ann. 411, 
G 3 miſed 
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miſed to charity and alms-giving, he 3 to 


Sncſius three hundred pounds in gold, to 


Chriſt in the ſucceeding world; and having ob- 


raincd it, he ordered his ſons to put this note in- 
to his hand when he died, and to ſhut it up with | 


him in his coffin, which they accordingly did: 
and that, on the third night after his deceaſe, he 
appeared to Syneſſus, and faid unto him, Go to 
ſepulchre, and take thy bill ; for I have received t 
debt, and am fully ſatisfied, which for thy aſſurance 
1 have written with my own hand. Whereupon 
the Biſhop informed the ſons of the Lhd of 
what he had ſeen, not knowing what they had 
done with the note by their father's order; and they 
- going all together to.the grave, found the bill in 
the dead man's hand, thus ſubſcribed. Ego Evagri- 
us Philoſophus, &c. that is, I Evagrius the Philoſo- 
pher, to the hol ef Syneſius, greeting: I have 
received the debt which in this paper is written with 
my hand; I am ſatisfied, and have no action againſt 
. thee for the gold which I gave thee, and by thee to 
Chriſt our Saviour. They that ſaw the thing ad- 
mired and glorified God, that gave fuch wonder- 
ful evidences of the accompliſhment of his promi- 
ſes to his ſervants; and Leontins teſtifieth, that 
this paper thus ſubſcribed was carefully kept in the 
church at Cyrene in his time, to be ſeen by as ma- 
ny as deſired it. 


We 


ä diſ. Þ 
tributed among the poor; deſiring withal a note 
of the Biſhop's hand, that he had received 6 Þ 
much of him to be repaid by the Lord Feſus 
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We may well ſay, of this and of all the ſolloẽõ- 
ing accounts of this nature, as the late Reverend 
Mr. Baxter does of this very paſſage Which he 
recites before his book of crucifying the world 
« Tho' we have, ſaith he, a ſure word of prophe- 
« fie, ſufficient to build our hopes upon; yet 1 


thought it not wholly unprofitable to cite this 


« piece of hiſtory from ſo credible antiquity, that 
the works of God may be had in remembrance, 

z. The French records acquaint us with a paf- 
ſage no leſs amazing than this; namely, that in 
the year of our Lord 1060, at the ſolemnizing 
of the funeral of a certain Doctor at Paris, when 
the prieſt came to the then uſed form, Reſporide 
mihi, the corps fat upright in the bier, and 
to the amazement of all that were there, cried 
out with a hideous noiſe in the Latin tongue, * 


Jan accuſed before the juſt tribunal of God; and 


At this 


then lay down in its former poſture. 
eed to 


the company being greatly aſtoniſhed, 


deferr the intended burial to the next day; at 


which time a vaſt concourſe of people tluonged 
into the Church to attend the event; when at 


the ſame words he cried out again with a like hi- 


deous noiſe; + 1 am judged by the juſt ment 
of God. Upon which yo 4 Lins warn 
adjourned to the next day, and then again before 
the principal perſons of the whole City who re- 
ſorted to this ſtrange tuneral, the corps roſe up 
the third time, and with the like doleful accents 
| * Fuſio Dei judicio accuſatus ſum. + Frſto Dei judi- 
cio judicatus ſum, WY RE TIT 


8 4 er. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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cried out, f / am condemned by the juſt Fudgment 
of God, Upon which they with good reaſon de- 
nied him chriſtian burial; and threw his body on 
a dung-hill. 

The whole company of the ſpeRators of this 
prodigy were exceedingly affrighted and affected 

ercby ; but the Impreſſion was not more re- 
markable upon any one, than one Fruno a doctor 
in the ſame univerſity ; who calling his ſcholars to- 
gether, diſcouiſed to them of the dreadful condi- 


tion of this poor man, who tho* honoured by 


them for his l/carning and diſcretion, yet with his 
own voice declared his juſt condemnation by God. 
„What profit, ſairh he, has this poor wretch in 
hell of all his /g/r and Na what advan- 
« tage hath he from all his riches, pleaſures and 
« honenrs? ſince his body now lies expoſed on a 
Aung- lull. and his foul is condemned to the tors 
4 ments of hell, where they wiſh for death, but 
& cannot obtain it: for their worm dieth not, and 
« the fire can never be quenched? whither ſhall we 
„go? what advice ſhall we take? we ſee the 
« whole world almoſt lying in wickedneſs. If 
God ſpared not this man, nor the very Angels 
c that ſinned, nor the Jews his once beloved peo- 
« ple; how can we think that he will ſpare us? 
« the wiſdom of this world is folly ; we mult 
& repent or we mult periſh. We know not 
« how little time we have to live; or what may 
cc become of us if we delay our return to God 
« any longer: who knows but he may fay to 

+ 7 flo Dei judici condemratus ſum, 

iy Us, 


d, 
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& us, Becauſe I called, and Je refuſed; and 1 
e ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
% will laugh at your calamity, and mock when 
jour fear cometh: when your fear cometh as deſo= 
lation, and your deſtruttion as a whirl-wind. 


To this Landvinus a Tuſcan of Luca, being one 


ol his ſcholars, replied; that he could not but be 


convinced of the truth and importance of what 
he had ſaid, as he believed the reſt of his fellow-- 
ſtudents were, but alas! ſaid he, it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to perſevere in a ſteady courſe of piety amidſt 
the corrupt converſations of men, where we con- 
tinually ſee fo much malice and envy, lyiag and 
blaſphemy, curſing and ſwearing, fraud and injuſ- 
tice, intemperance and debaucheries: a good man 
mult ſeparate himſelf if he would intermeddle with 


true wiſdom; let us therefore, my brethren, ſaid 


he, retire to ſome proper place from the tempta- 
tions of this evil world. Upon which two o- 
thers adviſed that they ſhould go and conſult 
with the pious biſhop of Gratianople ; who advi- 
ſed them to go and live in the cold and dread- 
ful deſart of Carthuſell in Dauphine; where ſeven 


of them ſettled themſelves in the year of our Lord 
1080, under the ſtricteſt rules of any ſociety in 
the world, eating no fleſh, living by couples, la- 
bouring with their hands, watching, praying, and 
never meeting together but on the Lord's-day. 


This was, they tell us, the original of the Carthu- 


fin Monaſteries, fo called from the place where theſe 
Hermites firſt fixed their abode; which gave riſe 


to ninety to others, whereof, the Charter-houſs, 
| 8.5 as 


— — _— — 
— — * 
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as it is commonly called in London, was one. 


4+ Mr. Knolls, in his hiſtory of the Twh | 
relates a prodigy as ſtupendous as any of the for. 
mer: namely, that in the year of our Lord 16191 
in the reign of Omar the firſt ; about the 200 
of September, a great number of people reſorting 
to Medina Talnabi to viſit the tomb of Mahon 
there, not far from Mecha; they were all put in. 


to an unſpeakable conſternation about midnight, by 


a moſt dreadful rempeſt with horrible thunder. Þ 
_claps: the heavens were darkened, and there w 
ſuch a diſmal fcene of horror every where, that Þ 
the people were almoſt diftrafted : but at laſt the Þ 


heavens cleared, and the people might read theſe 
words written in Arabian characters in the firma- 
ment; O why will you believe in lies? and beſides 
this, between two and three of the clock in the 


morning, a woman was ſeen in the firmament al} 


in white, with a chearful countenance, holding a 
book in her hand; ſhe came from the north-weſt, 
and great armies of T#rks, Perſians, Arabians, and 
other Mahometans, were ſeen to march againſt her, 
ranged in order of battle, and ready to ne her: 
but ſhe kept her ground, and only opened the 
bock; at the ſight whereof the armies fled, and 


all the lamps about Mahomet's tomb went out. The 


people were all amazed, but at length one of the 
Dervices or turkiſh Capuchins, boldly ſtood forth, 
and ſpake to the company to this effect vis. 
That the world never had more than three con- 


* See Knolls his Hiſtory of the Turks, Vol. 2. pag. 953. 
6th Edition in Folio. 


fi- 


A. Careleſs World. 135 
ſiderable religiovs; that of the u delivered by 


N | Moſes, that of the Chriſtians by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


that of the Mahomerans by Mabomer: that the 
Jews were abandoned by God for their idolatry 
and impiety : that the Chriſtians roo, declining 


from their firſt purity, had been viſited b God. 


for their diviſſons and corruptions; and that for 
this reaſon he had given Conſtantinople and other 


territories of the Chriſtians, to the followers of Aa- 


homet, as he had alſo given to them Jeruſalem 


and the country of the Fews. And now, ſaid 


he, the opening of this book to us, rebuketh our 
enormities, who have not taken warning by the 
Judgments of God on others: and it either 
meweth us our ſin, in falling from the firſt intent 


of our law, whereat the armed men departed, as 
being confounded by the guilt of their own con- 
ſciences or elſe it ſignifies ſome other book, Which 
we have not yet read, and againſt which no pow- 
er ſhall prevail; ſo that 1 fear our religion will 


be proved corrupt, and our prophet an impoſtor. 
( for we ſee that forty years are already paſt ſince 


the time he preſixed for his coming to us) and 
then this Chriſt whom they talk of, ſhall ſhinezs 
the ſun, and ſet up his name everlaſtingly. 


Hitherto the company was. filent, but hearing 


him ſpeak fo boldly, they charged him with blaſ- 


phemy , and having the Beglerbeg's conſent and 


warrant, they put him to death: and as their rage 
was violenr, 


for they {tripped him naked, and gave him an hun- 
dred blows on the ſoles of his feet with a flat 
gudgel, 


o his exccution was extraordinary 
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| cudgel, till the blood iſſued forth; the poor man 
| crying out all the while to the woman that open- 
| &d the book to ſuccour him: After this, the 
beat all his body with a bull's pizzle, rill the . 
news crack d: And in the end they ſtretched his. 
body on a wheel, and then brake all his bones to 
pieces with an Indian ſword made of ſinews; the 
poor martyr crying out to the laſt gaſp, O thou 
woman with the book , ſave me; and ſo he died, at 
which time there was a fearful tempeſt. The vi- 
hon aforeſaid continued three whole weeks toge- 
ther at the uſual hour: Of all which the Begler- 
beg of Mecha informed the emperor by certain 
Spahies ſent to Conſtantinople for that purpoſe. 

It we now conſider theſe four accounts given 
by very creditable authors, tho* we cannot but ſay 
they are very extraordinary, yet it ſcems to be a 
|| piece of incredulity as extraordinary as all the reſt, 

for any one to imagine, that the moſt ſober and 
| reputable authors among the Turks, Fes, and 
| Chriſtians , could conſent to impoſe abominable lies 
on their poſterity ; and that there ſhould not ap- 
pear one honeſt author in their reſpective times to 
{ refute them. 

Let us conſider things of another nature, which 
are likewiſe extraordinary in their kind; namely, 


tho' abus d by innumerable idle fancies and falſe ſto- 
ries, yet are no more to be denied wholly ſor this 
reaſon, than a thoufand pieces of money of a falſe 
coin give us ground to ſay that there is none true: 
which rather indeed proves the contrary oe if 

| where 


| the apparitions of the forms of the deceaſed, which 


| church, to tranſlate it into Exgliſh, an 
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there had not been a true ſhilling in ſilver, there 


never would have been the counterfeit of it in 
lead or tin. : | 
5. Capt. Henry Bell, envoy of his majeſty kin 
James I. in Germany, getting acquaintance wit 
Caſparus van Sparr, a gentleman of that country, 
hal a book ſent him by the ſaid gentleman, cal- 
kd, Luthers Divine Diſcourſes, with an injunction, 
for the ſake of God's glory, and the your of his 
publiſh it; 
fourſcore thouſand of the ſaid books having been 
burnt in Germany, thro' the fiery bigotry of the 
emperor Rodulphus II. by the inſtigation of pope: 
Gregory XIII. making it death for any one to _ 
a copy of it: Upon which the ſaid Caſparus, find- 
ing. this book under the foundation of a houſe 
which he was about to rebuild, and not daring to 
keep it, ſent it over to England to captain Bell for 
the ends before mentioned. But the captain ha- 
ving many affairs on his hands, neglected to fer a- 
bout the tranſlation of the book: * Whereupon 
about ſix weeks after, as the captain ſolemnly a- 
verreth in a ſerious narrative printed before the ſaid 
book; he being perfectly awake, tho' in bed, be- 
twixt twelve and one of the clock, there appeared 
unto him an ancient man ſtanding at his bed- ſide, 
arrayed all in white, having a long broad white 
beard, hanging down to his- breaſt; who taking 
him by his right ear, ſpake the following words 
to him; Sirrah | will not you take time to tranſlate 


* Sce Captain Bell's Narrative, printed before Luther's 
Table-Talk. „ 
that 
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that book_which is ſent unto you out of Germany? | 
I will ſhortly provide for you both place and time n 


do it : and then the apparition vaniſhed away out 
of his ſight. This, as he fays, fell out accor- 


dingly about a fortnight after, when two meſſen - 


— by warrant from the council-board, arreſted 


im, and commuted him cloſe priſoner to the 


rower, where he ſpent five years in tranſlating the 
faid book; and oftentimes thought with himſelf 
that the old man that appeared to him had exact- 
ly kept his word. 

6. The late * earl of Clarendon, having long 
diſcharged the office of lord- chancellor of England, 
and managed the weightieſt affairs of ſtate, being 
at laſt conſtrained to retire, ſpent a great part of 
the remainder of his days in refuting thoſe athei- 
ſtical principles by which Thomas Hobbs had cor- 
rupted many perſons ; and the popiſh doftrines 
by which dean Creſſey had been infefted and loſt : 
writing alſo an account of the civil wars of this 
kingdom, in which he relates a remarkable paſſage, 
which the reader may there read at large, as re- 
corded by his lordſhip's noble pen, the ſubſtance 
of which is; 

That an officer of the king's wardrobe in + Wind- 


ſor-caſtle, of good reputation, being then about 


fifry years old, and in good health, as he lay in 
his bed, was ſurprized about midnight by the ap- 
parition of Sir George Villars, from whom he had 


* Lord Clarerdo!'s Hiſtory in Fol. p. 33. in the 1ff Vo. 


+ See the Earl of Clarendon's Hiſtory of the Rebellion, 
Book I. p. 33. : 


jor- 
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y? g ſormerly received many favours, who draw ing the 


„ curtains of his bed, asked him whether he knew 
but bim? And the man not 2 preſently, by 
or- reaſon of the fright, he again asked whether ke 


n. remembered him? To which this officer anſwered, 
ed That he thought him to be Sir George Villars, cal- 


he | ling to mind, that he feemed to have the ve- 
he # ry cloaths he uſed to wear when living: he re- 
elf plied, that he was right, and that he expected a 
d. favour from him, which was to go from him to 


his ſon the duke of Buckingham, and tell him, That 
w | if be did not do 2 to ingratiate himſelf with 
a, the people, or at leaſt to abate their malice againſt him, 
9 he would live but a ſhort time : After this he diſap- 
x | peared,and the man ſleeping well the remaining part 
i- of the night, look d upon it but as a dream. The 


next night, or ſoon after, the ſame perſon appeared 

5 to him at the ſame time and place, but with an aſ- 

: ect more ſevere, and gave bin very ſharp repre- | 
i — for his delay, adding threatenings in caſe | 
, of his refuſal to comply with what he had char- | 
- ged him with: This gave the man great perplexity | 
all the next day; but thinking it hard to obtain | 


the duke's ear, and much more difficult to obtain | 

a credit with him, he forbore to attempt it. The 
t ſame perſon, upon this, appeared a third time to 
him; and upon farther intimations of diſguſt, the 

. officer told him the two difficulties which diſcou- 
| raged his undertaking this buſineſs ; to which rhe 
apparition replied, That his fon was eaſy of acceſs : 
and as to gaining credit with him, he would ac- 
quaint him with two or three particulars , which 
| C 


* — — — — nn 
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he charged him to impart to no body elſe, that Þ 


would certainly induce the duke to believe all the 
reſt: and repeating his former threats, and ad- 
ding many others, he left him. And now the 
ſaid officer durſt not delay his journey to London 
any longer, but ſet out the very next morning for 
the court, and through Sir Ralph Freeman's intro- 
duction, he got ſpeech with the duke of Backing. 
ham the next morning at Lambeth- bridge, where 
the duke's horſes attended him, in order to hunt 
with the king, and they diſcourſed about an hour 
in private on what had paſſed. The duke ſome- 
times ſpake with great commotion; but when he 
mentioned the credentials imparted by his father's 
apparition, his colour _— and he ſwore that 
he could come by that knowledge only by the devil: For 
that thoſe particulars were known only to himſelf and 
one more, who he was ſure, would never ſpeak. of it. 
When their diſcourſe was ended, the duke purſu'd 
his purpoſe of hunting, but was obſerved to ride 
all 3 morning in great penſiveneſs, and before 
noon he quitted the field, and alighted at his mo- 
ther's apartment in White-hall, with whom he was 
ſhut up for the ſpace of two or three hours, the 
noiſe of their diſcourſe often reaching the ears of 
thoſe who attended in the next rooms: And when 
the duke lefr her, his countenance appeared full of 
trouble, with a mixture of anger, which was ne- 
ver obſerved before in any converſation with his 
mother, for whom he had a profound reverence. 
This fell out about half a year before the duke re- 
ceived the mortal ſtab from Felton: which when 


his 


— 


— 
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huis mother heard of, ſhe ſeemed nothing ſurpri- 
ech at it, but rather as if ſhe had foreſeen and ex- 


pected it. 
7. In the year of our Lord 1699. a youth, 


* whom I knew in the county of Eſſex, being a- 


bout twelve years of age, cried out ſeveral nights 


together, an . times in each night, that he 


ſhould be drowned, which followed in a few days 
alter. Another about the ſame age, in the county 
of Middleſex, cried out in the like manner ſeveral 
nights in the month of May 1705, that a horſe 


| was kicking at him to daſh out his brains, which 
came to paſs the ſame week. A third, in London, 


told his parents a little before Chriſtmas 1705, that 
the skeleton of a man ſeemed to appear to him in 
his dream, and to acquaint him that he ſhould not 
live above ſix days, which was exactly verified on 
the ſixth day. All which inſtances were related to 


me by the eye and ear- witneſſes of the facts; the 


firſt by the * maſter to whom the youth was an 
apprentice ; and the two latter by the father of 
cach youth. | 

I will not mention the accounts of this nature 
that we have lately had from Cambridge and Win- 
cheſter ; becauſe I have not the fame aſſurance of 
the facts, 

8. The reverend + Dr. Gale, in his notes u 


on Jamblicus, gives us his ſolemn teſtimony of the 


truth of the following Paſſage ; namely, That one 
Francis Culham, of Lambeth, a man of good life 


* Mr. Taylor. Mr. Crane. Mr. R. + Sec Dr. Gale's 
Notes upon Famblicus mig: h,] pag. 22. 


and 
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and reputation, was greatly indiſpoſed above for Þ 
years, and ſometimes took neither meat nor drink Þ 
for five ten or more days: he neither ſtirred na 
ſlept for a whole year, but kept his eyes open ani Þ 
fixed upwards all that time: he ſpake not one word Þ 
during the whole four years, nor took any notice 
of any one, not even of his wife and children. 
What the phyſicians and ſurgeons attempred wu 


without ſucceſs ; and he was utterly given ove, 


without the leaſt hope of recovery. Upon Wii. 


ſunday 1675. he ſeemed, as he afterwards related, 


to awake out of a great ſleep: his bowels became 


warm, and the great oppreſſion, that had been du. 
ring the whole time on his breaſt, left him ; and 


he ſeemed to hear a voice admoniſhing him to pra, 


and that he 2vould then recover. Pen, ink, and pi 
per being brought, he wrote, I deſire that prayers 
may be made in my behalf. Two miniſters coming 
in by a good providence about that time, one of 
them read the form for the ſick in the liturgy : 
and when he came to Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, &c. Culbam, with 
a loud voice and tears, cried out, Glory to God on 
high: And in two days time was perfectly reco- 
vered. He remembered nothing * what had pal- 
ſed during his four years illneſs: * All which 
Dr. Gale concludes with a moſt ſolemn affirmation, 


even upon his Faith, that he judges the Truth of 


this relation to be unqueſtionable. 


* Hec ita geſta fuiſſe, Lector, mea file ſanctiſſumè recip!v 


9. Ma) 


conſulted. On the 26 
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9. * Mary Maillard, was born at Coignac in 


;# Faintonge, in the kingdom of France, Sept.2 5.1680. 
und fled thence with her parents for the ſake of 
dhe reformed religion in the year 1689, and came to 
London, where after the ſpace of four Years ſhe 
otic: ] lived with Madamoiſelle de Laulan, as her inter- 
preteſs, in St. Fames's Alley in Germain. ſtreet. This 


r young woman had from her cradle a moſt de- 


| plorable lameneſs, the bone of her left thigh being 
| extreamly diſlocated, and in time a great tumour 
| aroſe in the cavity of the Iſchion, from which the 


bone had ſlipt: her leg became ſhorter by above 
four inches, her knee turned inwards, and her 
foot ſtood in ſuch a diſtorted manner, that the 


| inward ankle-bone almoſt ſupplied the place of the 


ſole of her foot: and every motion of it was atten- 
ded with great pain, all which diſorder was de- 
clared to be incurable by the ſurgeons who were 
of November 1693, be- 
ing the Lord's Day, ſhe went in the afternoon to 
the French church behind Leiceſter-fields, having, 
as it was obſeryed by many, a ſenſe of religion a- 
bove what is uſual in thoſe early years. As ſhe 
returned from church, ſhe was not only laughed 
at, but inſulted by rude children, as ſhe had for- 
merly been, by reaſon of the ſtrange figure ſhe 
made in her going; ſo barbarous and ſavage are 


children without education and government : She 
was extreamly grieved at this ill uſage, inſomuch 
that ſhe wept, and complained of it to her mi- 


* Sec the whole account, with all the affidavits made a- 
Printed for Mr, Baldwin in Warwick Lane, 1694. 


ſtreſs, 


tout it. 
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ſtreſs, who exhorted her to have paticnce, and to 
comfort her ſelf in God. 
Between ſeven and eight of the clock that eye. 
ning, ſhe took the New Teſtament to read in it, 
and reading the ſecond chapter of St. ark *, 
concerning the wonderful cure of one that was 
ich of the palſie, ſhe told her miſtreſs that ſhe won- 
dered at the unbelief of the Jews, and if ſuch 1 
thing were now upon earth, IJ would run with al 
ſpeed to Chriſt, ſaid the, and believe as the man ſich 
of the palſie did: And ſcarce had ſhe utter'd theſe 
words, but ſhe felt her uſual pains redoubled u 
on her, which forced her to ſtretch forth her leg, 


and as ſhe would have drawn it in, upon the re- 


proof of her miſtreſs concerning the indecency of 


the poſture, ſhe heard a ſnap that her bone made, 


and ſhe thought ſhe heard a voice, ſaying, Thou 


art healed; her leg extended it ſelf, her foot and 


knee were reſtored to their proper and natural ſci- 
tuation, her pain ceaſed, and ſhe found her elf 
effectually healed, and walked up and down the 
room; but a weakneſs or ſome unevenneſs in 
walking appeared after it to ſuch as narrowly ob- 
ſerved her going. | 

This is the true matter of fact, as ſworn by the 
father and mother of the ſaid young woman, and 
by the young woman her ſelf, by Mrs. Laulan, 
Monſ. Debat, chirurgeon, Monl. Lafarque, Doctor 
of phyſick, and Mrs. Margaret Megee, whoſe af- 
fidavits were ſeverally taken before Sir Willian A. 
ſpurſt, then Lord-Mayor of the city of London, 


Decemb. 19. 1693. 
* Mark ii. 3. 10. John 
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10. * John Cook, a ſober and well-diſpoſcd 1 
young man of Crapſton near Leiceſter, about one 


and twenty years old, taking an extream cold three | 
days after Alichaelmas 1704, utterly loſt the uſe 4 
af his limbs notwithſtanding all the means that were | 


uſed to reſtore them, and was judged to be incura- 
ble, and jo remained in vcry great pain till the firſt 
of December 1705 ; at which time, he ſaid he heard | 
a very diſtin& voice, which ſezmed to be formed 

about a yard above his head, ſaying, ohn, John, 
John, ariſe, for thy limbs are reſtored to thee, and | 
walk: But his father's geproof and diſpleaſure, for 
that he heeded ſuch dreams and fancies as he term- 
ed it, prevented his endeavours to comply with 
this extraordinary manifeſtation to him: which | 
cauſed him to remain, not only in the former a- | 
cute pains of his body, but in extream trouble of 4 
mind, with earneſt penitential prayer till the 12th 4 
of the ſame month : when he Le been ſeveral 1 
hours awake, the fame words were rehearſed to. 
him a ſecond time by the ſame ſort of voice, but 
louder and quicker : Upon which he attempted 
to riſe up of himſelf, and upon his firſt endea- 
vours all his extream pains, which had from his 
firſt illneſs greatly afflicted him, immediately went 
off, and he ſeemed to hear a rattling in his bones; 
and he aroſe and put on his cloaths, and after 
thanks given to God upon his knees, he went , 
down Nair without any help, and called the fa- p 
mily together, before it was day, to join with, | 


A very modeſt account of this matter was printed tor. 
a Bookſeller in Leiceſter, A. D. 170g. 


him 
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him in returning thanks ro God, which he did 
out of the form of thankſgiving in the Whole Du. 
ty of Man, where alſo he found prayers ſuitable 
to his condition in the time of his illneſs, which 
he daily uſed. This is atreſted under the hand of 
Mr. Richard Hill, B. D. miniſter of the pariſh in 
which the ſaid Fohn Cook lived, and of two di- 
vines in Leiceſter, who ſearched into the matter; 
and by fix other perſons of credit in the neigh- 
bourhood. And two of our reverend biſhops, as 
well-as other perſons of honour and quality, have 
declared, that upon due enquiry into this matter, 
they are fully ſatisfied of the truth of it. 

I forbear to mention any other inſtances of 
the like extraordinary nature, becauſe I conceive 
that theſe things have been very rare in theſe lat- 
ter ages, and that in a multitude of reports of this 
kind, there are but few well-grounded ; and there- 
fore it is but reaſonable that every one ſhould be 
very cautious, and even curious in his enquiry 
into the truth of reports of this nature, before he 
gives credit to them. As to the paſſages beſore 
related, ſuch of them as are modern, I have ſifted 
with the utmoſt diligence and care; and as to o- 
thers of ancient date, I leave the reader to judge 
of them by the credibility of their vouchers, and 
not otherwiſe. 

May it pleaſe God to ſet any one of theſe paſ- 
ſages ſo home to our hearts, and to ſuch good 
purpoſe, as the ſudden death of one of the mer- 
chants that were walking together in the city of 
Lyons in France, was to one Maldus a wealthy = 

0 
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of that city; + who was ſo ſmitren to the heart at 
the fight thereof, that it became to him the hap- 
py occaſion of a moſt holy and exemplary life all 
lus days after it: For being exceedingly affected 
by the conſideration of the uncertainty of life and 
all things in this preſent ſtate, he endeavoured to 
make the like impreſſions upon others; and find- 
ing them diligent, and willing to receive inſtru- 
ction, he gave them ſeveral rudiments out of the 
holy ſcriptures, which he tranſlated into the French 
tongue; and his ſcholars were call'd Waldenſes from 


the name of this their tutor, who taking their mea- 


ſures in religion from the holy ſcriptures, ſoon diſ- 


cerned the forgeries and falſhood of the Roman 


church, and have ever ſince withdrawn themſelves 
from her corrupt communion ; tho” they have ſut- 
fered extreamly, by bloody perſecutions and Croi- 
ſadoes from the pope and his ſanguinary bigots, on 
this account. 

Bur if none of theſe things move the ſecure of- 
fender againſt God, yet the terrors which many 
perſons feel here on earth in their guilty conſci- 
ences, are enough to ſhock every one that has the 


. leaſt ſenſe ; being ſo plain a portraiture of the ago- 


nies of hell, which muſt neceſſarily be greater 
than theſe, tho' theſe ſeem intolerable, ads what 
is the worſt of all, will be everlaſting. 

Let us therefore in the cloſe of this chapter, 
briefly conſider the diſmal caſe of * Francis Spira, 
which truly is not the only inſtance of this na- 


+ A. D. 1160, * See the Hiſtory of Francis Spira, 
which is written both in Latine and Engliſh, 


ture; 


" 
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ture; I now know one, and have ſeen many ca. 
ſes not much inferior to this of Spira which 1 
here give you in his own words. A. D. 1548, 
& J was, faith Francis Spira, exceſſively coverons 
« of mony, and accordingly I applied my ſelf to 
c pet it by injuſtice, corrupting judgment, deceit, 
ce and inventing tricks (being a lawyer) to clude 
cc juſtice. Good cauſes I either defended deceit- 
0 8 or ſold them to the adverſaries perfidi- 
« ouſly. JI cauſes I maintained with all m 


« might. I willingly oppoſed what I knew to 
ce be true, and either betrayed or perverted the 


Lay 


ce triſt committed to me: and by reaſon of the 


« jinordinate love of the things of this world, I 
« wofully wounded my conſcience by an infa- 
« mous ab juration of the truths of the bleſſed Goſ- 
« pel which I formerly profeſſed. And now up- 
ce on a ſerious conſideration of what I have done, 
« I acknowledge my ſelf utterly undone for ever. 

And indeed this poor deſpairing man ſeemed as 
it were, to be hanged up alive in chains by juſtice 
from above, to terrifie all men from thoſe vices 
which brought on him ſuch unſpeakable torments 
and anguiſh of ſpirit. He became a perfect ſpect- 
acle of ſpiritual miſery : his ſoul was ſmitten tho- 
rough with a dart, and there was no viſible inter- 
miſſion or redreſs. The dreadful ſenſe of divine 
wrath for his covetouſueſi, falſhood, and apoſtacy, 
ſeemed to rend his ſoul in pieces, and made him 
utter ſuch deſperate expreſſions as theſe ; O that 
« I were gone from hence; that ſome body would 
let out this weary ſoul! I tell you, there was 


„never 


* 
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« never ſuch a monſter as I am; never was any 
« man alive ſuch a ſpefacle of exceſſive miſc- 
© ry. I now feel God's heavy wrath, which 
« burneth as the torments of hell within me, and 
ce afflicteth my ſoul with pains inutterable. Ve- 
« rily deſperation is hell it ſclf. The gnawin 

& worm of regret, horror and conſuſion tortureth 
« me, and what is worſe, deſpair drinketh off my 


« ſpirits, and the anquenchable wrath of God de- 


« voureth me. And now I count my preſent 
« ſtare worſe than if my ſoul, ſeparated from my 
« body, were with F#das. The truth is, never 
had mortal man ſuch experience of God's an 

« and hatred as I have: the damned in hell can- 


not endure any thing worſe, nor methinks any 


« thing ſo bad. If I could but obtain the lcaſt hope 
c of a better ſtate, I would be content to endure 
the moſt heavy wrath of God for two thouſand 
< years: O that I could but hope for an end of 
my miſery ! O that God would looſe his hand 
& from me, and that it were with me now as in 
« times paſt! I would ſcorn the threars of the 
«© moſt cruel tyrants, and bear their rorments with 
& invincible reſolution, and glory in the outward 
e profeſſion of Chriſt, till I were choaked in the 
& flames, and my body turned to aſhes. 

* Gribaldus Ae that being ſound in his mind 


and memory, he would in ſober ſadneſs wiſh, 
that he were either in Cain's or Judas caſe; the 


* See the epiſtle of Gribaldus, de tremendo divini judicii 
exemplo, | 
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worm had ſo eaten into his conſcience, and the 
fire into his ſoul. 

Upon the whole matter, it is a great truth, too 
glorious to be obſcured ; that a haly chriftian life is 
the true comfort, honour and happineſs of man; as 
it is pronounced by the oracles of God; and to 
man he ſaith, + the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom : 
and to depart from evil, that is underſtanding. 


+ 7Zob 28, 28. 


CAR. VII. 
The. Concluſion: 


ND now, I cannot but entreat my reader 
to do what becomes every prudent” perſon 
in a concern of this importance; that is, to retire 
a while, and to apply the aforeſaid” conſiderations 
to his own particular caſe; and to ſay, by way 
of ſcrutiny within himſelf; how have I lived? have 
I embraced or ſligbred the laws of religion? are my 
ways and diſpoſitions pious or impious? am I in a 
bleſſed or in a curſed ſtate? how little time have I 
to ltve? and how ſoon will my caſe be remedileſs? 
And to make: theſe impreſſions the more. lively 
and laſting; place your ſelf in your meditationt, as 
the providence. of God will ſoon place you, that 
is, on your death- bed. Look on your ſelf as juſt 
parting with all tlungs that. your eyes ever yet ned 
* | 2 
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and going before the judgment-ſeat' of a holy and 


al- knowing God: and now tell me, what you 
think of religion and prophaneneſs ? is it wiſdom or 
madneſs to part with the favour and kingdom of 
God for the unlawful gains and pleaſrres of this 
periſhing world? can fidelity it felt now comfort 
or defend you in your guilt ? no, there are no infi- 
dels inthe other world; where the Devil himſelf and 
all his vaſſals believe and "rremble. 1 7 
Is it not then the higheſt prudence and advan- 
tage of man, to believe, love and ſerve, God? Is 
not an intereſt in a Saviour from fin and hell, a 
better inheritance than all the kingdoms of this 
world? andi does it not now fully appear, that the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience excels all enjoyments 
here below ? it is beyond queſtion that it does; 
and that prace with'God'is the only comfort, in a 
ſerious review of all things in our laſt moments. 
Now God atid cunſcience will get the victory over 
all their inſolent and inveterate enemies. 
All the dying Emperors, Kings, Princes, Gene- 
rals, States-men; Philoſophers, and learned men before 
ment ioned, ate a moſt eminent and ſolemn grand 
ju in this caſe; and have all given their verdicts, 
as you have heard, for the cauſe of religion and 
virtue; in oppoſition to that of prophincneſs and 
vice: and this with zeal and earneſtneſs and in thoſe 
ſeaſons wherein they durſt ſpeak nothing but what 
is trus aid ja. 

It becomes every one therefore, to come to a rea- 
ſonable arid prudent chvice of that way of life which 
he reſolves * hold faſt'to gy 

2, Or 
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for there'is no trifling with God and eternity. Let 
every one therefore Eriouſiy weigh the nature and 
conſequences of piety on the one hand, and of wick- 
edneſs on the other, in this life and that to come: 
and if he finds that a holy life is infinitely better than 
a wicked one, as he — find it to be if he judges 
fairly and impartially; let him then loſe no time, 
but addreſs himſelf to God in penitential confeſſion 
of his paſt ſin and folly ; and believing in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as ſent from God to ſave us from fin 
and miſery; let him pray to God to give him a 
juſt ſenſe of divine objects, and to determine his 
will to embrace them; and to eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen 
him in the mortification of his luſts and paſſions, and 
in all the parts of ſamtification and true godlineſs; 
and then truſting in the promiſed aids of the holy 
ſpirit, and ſhunning the thoughts, company and 
occaſions which lead to fin, let him ſet himſelf to 
the ſerious and ſteady prattice of all particulars of 
his duty to God and man; conſtantly and ſpiritu- 
ally uſing the means appointed by God for this end. 
This ie the turning of the ſcale for wiſdom againſt 
folly, for honour againſt ſhame, for peace againſt terror, 
for God againſt Satan, and for heaven againſt hell: 
andnothing can be done ſteadily and effectually in 
this caſe, till one's principles and reſolutions are ratio- 
nally, prudentiy, and fully fix d both in the mind 
and heart. | | | 
Conſider then, there is an abſolute neceſſity of 
being good and holy: all that ever lived or ſhall live 
otherwiſe, are and will be utterly undone for ever: 
and all are convinced of this ſooner or later. Ne- 
| ver 
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ver did any one /zppreſs the ſenſe of his duty to 
enjoy his pleaſures, but at length the ſenſe of his 
guilt embittered the raft of his pleaſures. Ar laſt 
they ſmite on the thigh, and beat on the breaſt; and 
many times it ends in everlaſting weeping and wail- 
in 


Read all the les of men and women that are 
upon record, and go to the death-beds of ſuch as ſee 
themſelves approaching to another world. Liſten 
to their words, when the phy/ician tells them there 


is nothing in view but a ſpeedy ſeparation of ſoul 
and body; and when the miniſter reminds them, 


that nothing can now comfort them but the evi- 


dences of a * new birth, being begotten again unto a 
lrwvely hope. Here the Faithful chriſtian ho ground 


to ſay, f I have fought a good fab I have finiſhed 


my caurſe, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is 


lud up for me acrown of righteouſneſs. I I deſire to 


depart, and to be with Chriſt; who is "7 life, my 


hope, and my portion for ever. And in this ſeaſon, 


in which nature it ſelf fails; ſome cry out as one I 


once knew, I feel ſuch joy as [ cannot expreſs. 


But then, the ſervant of this world and of the 


fleſh ſees himſelf undone, and perceives nothing but 


horror whether he looks backward or forward. 
Now his fins not only look him in the face, but 
{tab him to the Heart; and he wiſhes he could re- 
call his paſt life, that he might eſcape his former 
follies: but this is impoſſible, and all that he can 
now.do with his expiring breath, is, to deſire that 
his children may be brought up virtuouſiy, and to 


® 1. Per. 1. 3. Þ+ 2. Tim 4. 7, 8. 4 Phil.-1. 23. 
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cry out to all men, to ſear. God and keep his com- 
mandments, as the whole duty and intereit of man: 
or elſe perhaps being unable to bear the ſharpneſs of 
his own refleftions, he calls, as a perſon of quality 
lately did, for a large doſe of laudauum, that he may 
die inſenſibly. 

I have the Honour and comfort to know ſome gen- 
tlemen and perſons of quality,to whom the ſervice of 
God, in promoting virtue and religion, and in ſup- 
preſſing umpiety and vice, 1s apparently a greater and 
more noble and conſtant delight, than the diverſi- 

ons of hunting and gaming, and the entertainments 
of luſt and appetite can be to gentlemen of contrary 
inclinations : and if ſome cluſters of Canaan are thus 
delightful, what will the full vintage be? 

Think on theſe things all ye that have power to 
think; and fo live now, that ye may not reproach 
and condemn your ſelves another day. | | 

And be ſo kind as to put your friends in mind 
of it on all proper occaſions, eſpecially ſuch as are 

ſick and languiſbing. How happily may you imitate 
the pious and compaſſionate aſſiſtance of a worthy 
Lady among us; who greatly, if not principally, 
ner thed directed the ſteps of a aiſconſolate 
ſoul, drawing near the time of it's diſſolution, and 
happily advanced it's progreſs towards the port of 
eternal peace. 

Who can tell how far ſuch pious attempts may 
ſucceed, both on the healthy and the (6k4 or what 
grateful ſentiments of this great e departed 

may retain in the other world? and above all, who 
can conceive the ſuper- eminent glory which is prepa- 
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red for thoſe to whom God vouchſafes the homur 
of being his inſtruments in ſaving a ſoul from eternal 
wrath? 

It cannot but be adviſeable, that we retire for 
ſome time every day, on purpoſe to conſider theſe 
things, as a dying father is ſaid to have enjoined his 
extravagant ſon, to very good purpoſe. I ſhall 
therefore conclude with the Lord Capel's obſervati- 
on, That the wiſdom of thoſe young men is excellent, 
ho by providence and diſcourſe of reaſon, do ſo order 
their affairs, that they ſtay not till experience or neceſſi- 
ty force them to W4 that order which wiſe fore: gli 
would much ſooner have taken. 


Let us therefore moſt devoutly pray, in the 
words of our liturgy. 


« LorDof all power and might, who 
« art the author and giver of all good 
things; 'graft in our hearts the love of 
thy name: Inercaſe in us true religion, 


« nourifh us with all goodncts; and of 


« thy great mercy keep us in the ſame, 


through 7eſus CEti/t our Lord. Ame. 


A 


c 
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Dr. Tillotſon's /etter to Mr. Nicholas 
Hunt of Canterbury; who /a4 a Can- 
cer, of which he died, 1687, 


STR 
Am ſorry to underſtand by Mr. Faneway's let- 
ter tomy ſon, that your diſtemper grows upon 
you; and that you ſeem to decline fo faſt: I am 
very ſenſible how much eaſter it is to give advice a- 
gainſt trouble in the caſe of another, than to rake it 
in our own. 

It hath pleaſed God to exerciſe me of late with a 
very ſore trial, in the loſs of my dear and only 
child, in which I do perfectly ſubmit to his good 
pleaſure ; firmly believing that he always does that 
which is beſt: and yet though reaſon be ſatisfied, 
our paſſion is not ſo ſoon appeaſed ; and when na- 
ture hath reccived a wound, time muſt be allowed 
for the healing of ir. Since that, God hath thought 
fit to give me a nearer ſummons of a cloſer warning 
of my own morralic '*, in the danger of an apoplexy; 
which yet, I thank God for it, hath occaſioned 
no very melancholy reflections: But this perhaps is 
more owing to natural temper, than philoſophy 
and wiſe conſiderations. | | 

Your caſe, I know, is very different, who are 
of a temper naturally melancholy, and under a diſ- 
temper apt to increaſe it ; for both which, great 


allowances ought to be made: and yet, n 
| l 
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both reaſon and religion do offer us conſiderations 
of that ſolidity and ſtrength, as may very well 
ſupport our ſpirits under all frailties and infirmities 
of the fleſh; ſuch as theſe: 

That God is perfect love and goodneſs; that we 
are not only his creatures, but his children, and 
are as dear to him as to our ſelves: that he does nor 
aſflict willingly not grieve the children of men: and 

that all evils of afflictions which befall us, are in- 
tended for the cure and prevention of greate evils 
of {in and puniſhment ; and therefore we ought 
not only to ſubmit to them with patience, as * 
ing deſerved by us, but to receive them with 
thankfulneſs, as being deſigned by him to do us 
that good, and to bring us to that ſenſe of him 
and our ſelves, which perhaps nothing elſe would 
have done. That the 3 of this preſent life 
are but ſhort and light, compared with thoſe ex- 
treme and endleſs miſeries which we have deſerved : 
and with that exceeding weight of glory which 


we hope for in the other world, if we be careful 


to make the beſt preparations for death and eterni- 
ty. Whatever brings us nearer our end, brings us 
nearer to our happineſs; and how rugged ſoever 
the way be, the comfort is, that it leads us to our 
father's houſe, where we ſhall want nothing that 
we can wiſh for. Now we labour under a dan- 
gerous diſtemper that threatens our life ; whar 
would not we be contented to bear, in order to a 
perfect recovery, could we but be aſſured of it? 
and ſhould we not be willing to endure much 
more in order to happineſs, and that cternal life, 

Hs which 


' 
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which God that cannot lie hath promiſed? Na- 
ture I know, is fond of life, and apt to be ſtill lin- 
 gring after a longer continuance here; and yet a long 
life with the uſual burthens and infirmities of it, is 
ſeldom deſirable; it is but the ſame things over a- 
in, or worſe: ſo many more niguts and days, 


ummers and winters; arepetition of the ſame plea- 
ſures, but with leſs pleaſure and reliſh ; every day 
a return of the ſame and greater pains and trouble, 
but with leſs ſtrength and patience to bear them. 
Theſe and the like conſiderations I uſe to entertain 
my ſelf withal, not only with contentment but 
comfort ; though with great inequality of temper 


"at ſeveral times, and with much mixture of hu- 


mane frailties, which will always ſtick to us whilſt 
we are in this world: however, by theſe kind of 


thoughts death ſeems more familiar to us, and we 
ſhall be able by Gees to bring our minds cloſe 


up to it, without ſtarting at it: the greateſt ten- 
derneſs I find in my felf, 1s with regard to ſome re- 
lations; eſpecially the dear and conſtant compani- 
on of my life; which J muſt confeſs doth ve 

ſenſibly touch me: but then I confider, and fo I 
hope will they alfo, that this ſeparation will be bur 
a very little while; and that though I ſhall] leave 
them in a bad world, yet under the care of a good 
God, who can be more and hetter to them than all 


other rations, and will certainly be ſo to thoſe 


that love him, and hope in mercy. 
I ſhall not nced to adviſe you what to do, and 
what uſe to make of this time of your viſitation: 


I have reaſon to believe that you have been careful 
in 
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in the time of your health to prepare for the evil 
day; and have been converſant in thoſe books 
which give the beſt directions to this purpoſe : and 
have not, as too many do, put off the great work 
of your life to the end of it: and then you have 
nothing to do, but as well as you can, under your 
preſent weakneſs and pains, to renew your repen- 
tance for all the errors and miſcarriages of your life; 
and earneſtly to beg God's pardon and forgiveneſs 
of them for his ſake who is the propitiation of 
our ſins: In comforting your elf in the goodneſs, 
and the promiſes of God, end the hopes of that 
happineſs you are ready to enter into: and in the 
mean time to exerciſe faith and patience for a little 
while; and be of good courage, ſince you ſee land; 
the ſtorm which you are in will ſoon be over, and 
then it will be as if it had never been; or rather, 
the remembrance of it will be a pleaſure. 

I do not ule to write ſuch letters but 1 


do heartily compaſſionate your caſe, and ſhould be 


glad if I could ſuggeſt any thing that might help 


to mitigate your trouble, and make the ſharp and 
rugged way through which you are to paſs into a 
better world, a little more ſmoath and eaſie. 

I pray God to fit us both for that great change, 
which we muſt once undergo; and if we be but 
in any good meaſure fit, ſooner or later makes no 
great difference. 

I commend you to the father of mercies and the 
God of all conſolation ; beſeeching him to increaſe 
your faith and patience; and to ſtand by you in 
your laſt and great conflict: that when you walk, 

| | through 
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through the of the ſhadow of death, you may 


fear no evil; and when your heart fails, and your 
ſtrength fails, you may find him the ſtrength of 
your heart, and your portion for ever. 

Farewell, my good friend; and whilſt we are 
here, let us pray for one another, that we may have 
a joyful meeting in another world. So reſt, 


Tour truly affettionate 
Friend and ſervant, 


John Tillotſon, * 
3 A 39 
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A 
Proſpect of DEATH, 
7 Pindarique | E$S$AY. 


Sed Omnes una manet Nox, 
Et calcanda ſemel via Lethi. Hor. 


— 


I. 
Vece we can die but once, and after Death, 
"my Our State no alteration knows ; 
Bit when we — — Breath, | 
* — 
To ; or tice Woes: 
2 Fu is that Man, who 4 to ſecure 
The mighty, and important Stake ; 
e by all Methods ſtrives to make 
His Paſſage ſafe, and his Reception ſure. 
_ to die, no man of Reaſon fears ; 
For certainly a muſt, 
A ue are born, return to Duſt - 
*Tis the laſt Point of ling ring Tears ; 
But whither Pref #4 ” 
- Whither, we fain wou'd know : 
But human Underſtanding cannot ſhow, 
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This makes us tremble, and creates 

Strange Apprehenſions in the Mind; 
Fills it with reſtleſs Doubts, and wild Debates; 
Concerning what we, living, cannot find. 

None know what Death is, but the Dead: 

Therefore we all, by Nature, Dying dread, 
As a ſtrange, doubtful Way, we know not how to tread. 


IT. 


When to the Margin of the Grave we come, 

And ſcarce have one black painful Hour to live; 

No Hopes, no Proſpect of a kind Reprieve 

To ſtop aur ſpeedy Paſſage to the Tomb; 

How moving, and how mournful is the Sight ; 

How Wond rous pitiful, how wond'rous ſad ; 

Where then is Refuge, where is Comfort v0 be bad 
In the der Minutes of the dreadful Night, 

To cheer our drooping Sowls far their amazing Flight ? 
Feeble, and languiſhing in Bed we he ; 

ſpairing to recover, void of Reſb ; 


De 
Wiſhing for Death, and yet afraid to die. 
Terrors and Doubts diſtract our Breaſt, 
Wih mighty Agonies, and mighty Pains oppreſt. 


III. 

Our Face is moiſten d with a Olammy Sweat ; 
Faint and irregular the Pulſes beat: 

The Blood unactive grows, 

And thickens as it flows, 

Depriv'd of all its Vigonr, all its vital Heat. 

Our dying Eyes rowl heavily about, TH 

Their Light's juſt going out; 


Aud 
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Ard for ſame kind Aſſſance call, 
But pity, wſeleſs pity's all 
Our weeping Friends can give, 


Or we receive : 


Tho' their Deſygns are great, their Pow'rs are ſmall : 


The Tongue s unable to declare, 
The Pains, the Griefs, the Miſeries aue bear : 
How inſupportable our Torments are. 
Muſick no more delights our deaf ning Ears, 
Reſtores our Toys, or diſſipates our Fears. 
But all is ee all is Sad, = 
In Robes af deepeſt. Adourning c 
For every Faculty, and every Senſe 
Partakes the Woe of this dire Exigence. 


IV. 


2 We are — late, 
"Tis #0 Advantage to ve mich, or great: 
For all the fulſome r State 
No Conſolation bring. 
Riches and Hononrs then . are uſeleſs Things, 
Taſteleſs or bitter all; 
And like the Book which the Apoſtle cat, 
To the ill-judging Palate ſaveet, 
But turn at laſt to Nauſcumſueſe and Gall. 
Wot will then our droopi rits cheer, 
But CLEATS of "ood Allen, paſt : 
Virtue's a Foy that will for ever laſt, 
And make pale Death leſs terrible ear; 
Takes out his banefed Sting, and palliates our Fear. 
In the dark Auti- chambers af the Grave, 
What world we give, een all we have; 


4 
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All that' our Care and Induſtry had gar d; 


All that our Fraud, our Policy, our Art obtain d: 


Could 2e recall thoſe fatal Hours again, 
Which we conſum d in ſenſeleſs Vanities, 
: Ambitions Follies, and luxurious Eaſe ; 


For then they urge our Terrors, and encreaſe our Pain, 


V. 
Our Friend. ſtand Weep1 by, 
Diſſolu'd in Tears to ſee us die, 

And plunge into the deep Abyſs of wide Eternity. 
In vain they mourn, in vain they grieve, 
Their Sorrows nary onr's relieve ; 

They pity our deplorable Eſtate : 
A alaſ ! can Pity do, 
To ſoften the Decrees of Fate ! 
Beſides, the Sentence is irrevocable too. 
All their Endeavors to preſerve our Breath, 
To they do — prove, 
Show us how much, how tenderly they love; 
But cannot cut off the Entail of Death. 
Mournful they look , and croud about our Bed, 
One with officions haſte, 
Brings us a Cordial we want ſenſe to taſte ; 
Another fofily raiſes up our Head : 
This Wipes MPay the Sweat ; that, ſoghing, cries, 
See what Convulſuns, what ſtrong Agonies 
Both Soul and Body undergo, 
His Pains no Intermiſſiun 
For every Gaſp of Air he draws, returns in ſiglu. 
Each would his kind Aſſiſtance lend, 


To 
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To ſerve his dear Relation, or his dearer Friend ; 
But ſtill in vain; with Deſtiny they all contend. 


VI. 


Our Father, pale with Grief and Watching grown, 
Takes our cold Hand in his, and cries adieu : 
Adieu, my Child, now I muſt follow you ; 
Then wweeps, and pently lays it down. 
Our Sons, ho in their tender Nears, 
Mere Objects of our Cares, and of our Fears, 
Come trembling to our Bed, and kneeling, cry, 
Bleſs us, O Father ! Now, before you die ; 
Bleſs us, and be you bleſt to all Eternity. 
Our Friend, whom equal to our ſelves we love, 
Compaſſionate and kind, 5 
Cries, will zou leave me here behind ? 
Mithout me fly to the bleſt Seats above 
Without me, did I (a ! Ab, no! 
Without thy Friend = canſt not go; © 
For tho thou leav'ſt me groveling here below, 
My ſoul with thee ſhall upward fly, 
And bear thy Spirit company, 
T hro' the bright Paſſage of the yielding Sk q. 
Ex'n Death that parts thee from thy ſelf, ſhall be 
Incapable to ſeparate 
(For tis not in the Power of Fate) 
My Friend, my beſt, my deareſt Friend and me. 
But ſince it muſt be ſo, faremvel - 
For ever; No! For we ſhall meet agen, 
And live like Gods, tho now we die like Men, | 
In the eternal Regions, where juſt Spirits dwell. 


VII. The 
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VII. 


The Soul, unable longer to maintain 
The fruitlaſi and unequal Strife; 
Finding her weak Endeavours vain, 
To keep the Counterſcarps of Life ; 
By ſlow degrees retires towards the Heart, 
And fortifies that little Fort, 
Vith all the kind Artilleries of Art, 
Botanick Legions guarding every Part. 
But Death, — Arms no Mortal can repel, 
A formal Siege diſdains to lay, 
Summons his fierce Battalions to the fray, 
Aud in à minute ſtorms the feeble Citadel. 
Sometimes we may capitulate, and he 
Pretends to make a ſolid Peace: 
But *tis all Sham, all Artifice, 
That we may negligent and careleſs be. 
For if his Armies are withdrawn to Day, 
| And we belieue no Danger near, 
| But all is peaceable, and all is clear, 
His Troops return ſome unexpetted Way, 
While in the ſoft Embrace of Sleep we he, 
| The ſecret Murderer ſtabs us, aud aue dye. 


| VIII. 

| Since our firſt Parents Fall, 

Inevitable Death deſcends on all ; 

A Portion, none of humane Race can miſs. 
But that which makes it ſweet or bitter, is 


The Fear of Miſery, or certain hopes of Bliſs: 


For 


If 
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Loaded with Crimes and Infamy 
If any Senſe at that ſad Time remains, 
They feel amazing Terrors, mighty Pains, 
The Earneſt of that vaſt ſtupendous BY 
Which they to all Eternity ms undergo 
Confin'd in Hell with aiding C ai. 
Infernal Spirits hover in the 4 
Like ravenous Molves to ſeize upon their Prey, 
And hurry the deſperate Souls away 
To the dark. Receptacles of Deſpair, 
Where they muſt dwell till that 121 Day, 
When the loud Trump ſhall call 'em to appear 
Before a Fudge moſt terrible, and moſt ſevere : 
By w Fe Juſt Sentence they muſt go 
To everlaſting Pains, and endleſs Woe ; 


Which always are extream, and always will be ſo. 


IX. 


But the good Man, whoſe Soul is pure, 
Unſpotted, regular and free 
Pew Miah Stains of Luſt, and V\llany, 
Of Mercy and of Pardon ſure, 
Looks thro' the Darkyeſs of the g 22 Night, 
And ſees the Dawning of a glorious 
Sees crouds of Angels yu rh Fy to convey 
His Soul, when'er ſhe takes 4 Flight 
To the ſurprix ing Manſions of 2 Light : 
' Then the celeſtjal Guards around him ſtand : 
Nor ſuffer the black Dæmons of the Air 
T" oppoſe his Paſſage to the promis d Land; 


| 
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N 


164 Fair Warnings te 


Or terrify his Thoughts with wild Deſpair ; 
But all is calm within, and all withont is fair. 

His Prayers, his 3 his Virtues preſs 

To plead for Mercy when he wants it moſt ; 

Not one of all the happy Number's loſt - 

And thoſe bright Advocates ne'er want Succeſs. 
But when the Soul's releas'd from dull Mortalit, 

She monuts in Triumph through the S; 

United to a glorious Throng 

Of Angels, ho with a celeſtial Song, 
Congratulate her Conqueſt as ſhe flies along. 


, d 
If therefore all muſt quit the Stage, 
When, or how ſoon, Ve cannot 1 
But late, or early, we are ſure to go, ; 
In the freſh Bloom of Youth, or wither'd Age; 
Me Cannot take too ſedulons à care 

In this important, grand Affair; 
For as we die we muſt remain, 
Fereafter all our Hopes are vain 

To makes our Peace with Heaven, or to return again. 
The Heathen, ho no better underſtood, 

Than what the Light of Nature taught, declar'd 
No future Miſeries could be prepar'd 
For the Sincere, the Merciful, the Good: 

But if there were a State of Reſt, 
They ſhould with the ſame Happineſs be bleſt, 
As the immortal Gods, ( if Gods there were) poſſeſt. 
We have the Promiſe of eternal Truth, 
They who live well, aud pious Paths purſe, 

To Man, and to their Maker true, * 

[4 
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Let em expire in Age or Youth, 
Age or Youth can never miſs 
Their Way to everlaſting Bliſs : 
But from 4 2 of Miſery and Care, 
To Manſions of eternal Eaſe repair; 
Where Joy in full Perfection flows, 
And in an endleſs Circle move, 
Thro' the vaſt Round of beatifick Love, 
Which no Ceſſation knows. 
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